Continued Meeting of California Borough Council, Sept 15, 2011, 5:00 pm
President Chambers called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.
ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Glab, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, and Mayor Durdines

ABSENT : Mrs. Bridges

PUBLIC COMMENT:

No public comment at this time

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council went into executive session 5:02 pm

Council reconvened at 5:20 pm

Mrs. Chambers announced that police personnel was discussed.

LETTER OF RESIGNATION – OFFICER HACKINSON

Mrs. Chambers stated that she has just received a letter of resignation from Officer Hackinson and would like to know council’s pleasure.

Motion by Glab/Mariscotti to accept Officer Hackinson’s letter of resignation duly carried with all members present stating aye.

MAYOR’S REPORT – MAYOR DURDINES

HARDSHIP PARKING REQUEST

Mayor stated he has two hardship parking request that have both been investigated by the Chief of Police. The first is for Mr. Harry Rook on Union Street and Chief is recommending that his request be denied because he has off street parking with a garage which he could park his vehicle in. The second one is Thomas Tewell of Orchard Street and the Chief’s recommendation is to also deny this one because his feeling is, and the Mayor agrees, if you give it to him you have to give everyone one. Mr. Alfano asked if there is off street parking there. Mayor stated in his explanation he states he works, lives, and pays taxes here. Ms. Evans stated it is a rental property. Mr. Alfano stated he needs to get after his landlord to get him off street parking.  Miss Roberts stated one of the ordinance’s she gave council there was a section in there, it was Indiana’s ordinance, where they give the homeowners free parking passes and asked if he looked that over. She asked how he feels about homeowner residents getting one free parking spot and her feeling is the first time they would have to pay for the sign, the pole, and maintenance and then they don’t charge them anything and the parking pass was there until the time they move from that house. Mayor stated he remembers saying that 3 years ago that the only option that was feasible was reserved parking and here we are 3 years later and still haven’t done anything. Miss Roberts stated she thinks Beth brought up but she feels, and doesn’t want to offend anybody, the committee made it way to complicated than it needed to be. To her this is a very simple solution. She stated if she had more than 25 she would be shocked because once you get into the upper streets there is off street parking, like above Pennsylvania Ave. Mr. Bittner stated the problem is now you’ve blocked them off and now they’re in front of his house so we block them in front of his house and they’re going to move to in front of her house so you almost have to do it borough wide in the residential area to control it. Mr. Bittner stated in the city of Washington and out in Indiana they have it and he’s seen the signs and the signs are just posted right on the street “permit parking, Monday through Friday” end of conversation. You just give that person a permit and designate it to a zone.  Miss Roberts stated to her it was too complicated and if we just make it simple. Mr. Mariscotti stated it should apply to tenants that live there too because they are tenants that rent a place and they need a place to park and there is no off street parking available. They can park on the street but as soon as they move their car, because it’s free parking, somebody who is running to class is pulling into that spot. Mr. Bittner stated the owner could come on their behalf and do that.  Mr. Mariscotti stated as far as the University goes there is plenty of parking on campus it’s whether it’s free or not. Mrs. Chambers stated well they don’t want to ride the bus either. They want instant access to their cars. Mr. Mariscotti stated Hickory Street is nuts during the day and it should all be permit parking for the homeowners and tenants of that street only. Mr. Glab stated the number of people of walking on Park Street to class from above Pennsylvania Avenue reminds him of the days when Booster field was operating and you were playing your high school’s rival. There are that many people walking and cars parked up there on both sides of Pennsylvania Avenue.
FULL TIME OFFICER – TERRY CHILDS

Mayor Durdines asked council to hire part time officer Terry Childs as a full time police officer. 

Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to hire part time Officer Terry Childs as a full time officer with an 180 day probationary period as well as the physical and background check duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

MR. ALFANO

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Stated he has the flyer for the Christmas lights and he will leave it on the table in the back. 

RECREATION AUTHORITY AUDITS

Mr. Alfano stated the recreation authority has provided the borough with their 2009 and 2010 audits and maybe we could get them on line.

MR. MARISCOTTI
GHUBBAR SEWAGE ACCOUNT

Mr. Mariscotti stated on Tuesday he made a motion to waive the late fees for the Ghubbar sewage account and it failed for lack of a second so he had Shirley do a quick history and there are four other cases where we have waived late fees. Mr. Alfano asked if they were substantial amounts. Mr. Mariscotti stated he was not given dollar amounts. 
Mr. Mariscotti stated also anyone that has come to the borough and made payment arrangements or made an agreement with the borough has either waived late fees or stopped late fees so it is something we’ve done in the past. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks it is unrealistic to think that we would ever collect that amount of money from that guy or from any other person who is buying a dilapidated property to rehab it so he thinks it is futile and he’d have a better chance of fixing that property up if he could put his money into repairs rather than late fees from a previous offender.

Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to waive the late fees for the gentleman on 649 Ash Street duly carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Mariscotti, Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mr. Glab, Miss Roberts, and Mr. Bittner voting no and Mayor Durdines breaking the tie with a yes vote.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

NORM HASBROUCK

Mr. Hasbrouck stated he brought for council the plan that President Armenti passed out at the Borough breakfast and he asked that I bring these to you. It is a conceptual plan and will be in place as money becomes available. 

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 5:35
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