Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, April 8, 2010, 6:30 pm
President Chambers apologized stating that they had a personnel issue that had to be addressed immediately so they are a bit late and called the meeting to order 
PRESENT: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, Mayor Durdines, and Mr. Kurilko
MOMENT OF SILENCE: Mr. Gardner asked that everyone keep in their prayers the West Virginia miners and their families.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA:
Mrs. Chambers – presentation from Representative Daley to Chief of Police
Mr. Gardner – termination of police officer

Miss Roberts – walk around

Miss Roberts – personnel attendance reporting policy

Mayor Durdines – update on Rothleisburger foundation K9 grant

Mr. Bittner – purchase of a steel plate

Mr. Kurilko – workshop at the school next week
Mr. Mariscotti- Dirt & gravel road training

CITATION OF MERIT – OFFICER VITALE

Mrs. Chambers asked Representative Daley and Chief of Police Vitale and Officer Argo to come forward. Representative Daley stated he had two citations one for California University Officer Joshua Mrosko who is not in attendance tonight. Representative Daley then presented Officer Tracy Vitale with a citation certificate for her role in saving an individuals life during a fire at Union St. Mrs. Chambers thanked Representative Daley and stated that she is honored to have him here and to have Chief Vitale in our borough. 

MINUTES:

Motion by Alfano/Bridges to accept the minutes of the March 8, 2010 Special meeting

duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to accept the minutes of the Regular meeting of March 11, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to accept the minutes of the March 18, 2010 Special meeting duly carried with all members present stating aye.

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT – MS. PFROGNER

Miss Pfrogner apologized and stated that the report states these are account balances for Feb. 28, 2010 but they are the account balances for March 31, 2010. She read the account balances and accounts payable.
Motion by Mariscotti/Bridges to accept the treasurers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENTS REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Chambers stated that on April 1, 2010 we had an executive session and it dealt with Police personnel issues.

TRI COUNTY BOROUGH ASSOCIATION

Mrs. Chambers announced that on April 15th at 7:00 pm the Tri County Boroughs Association will be meeting at the Elco Civic Center. Allenport, Roscoe and Elco boroughs will participate. 

VEHICLE LOG

She stated that she had asked, no actually it was not her idea it was Mr. Bittner had asked about a vehicle log. She understands that some of the police are doing a daily vehicle log and she thought that they may want to make certain that these are on clip boards in all vehicles that we own so we know the activity where they went, when they went, who drove it, how much mileage, that sort of thing. She asked for comments on the daily vehicle logs. No one commented. Mrs. Chambers stated then she sees no reason why we can’t start this. We don’t want to make it onerous it will just be on a clip board, so when you get in you write down the mileage. When you get out you write down the mileage. If you get gasoline that’s what you do. She asked Elizabeth to see that everyone has copies. 
LATE CHARGE ON SEWER BILLS

Mrs. Chambers stated that she had asked the Solicitor to change the late charge on the sewer bills. It is a straight $5.00 whether you owe $42.00 or you owe $6,000.00. The thought was if we make that a straight 10% perhaps we can cut back on the amount of delinquent sewage payments that they would come in faster. She stated that is resolution 10-001 which adjusts the ordinance so that the penalty is 10%. She added that if this gets approved that she suggests please, that we do a thirty day grace period that goes on the next billing so everyone knows that it is going to change from $5.00 to 10% and if you got some past dues you’ll come in and pay them. She asked council on their wishes for this resolution.

Motion by Roberts/ Alfano to accept the resolution #10-001 on 10% late charge on sewer bills with a 30 day grace period duly carried with all members present voting yes.
Under discussion attorney DeHaas stated that he did provide that it doesn’t go into effect 30 days after it’s passed so built in to it is the thirty grace period, Miss Roberts stated that she wants to say that she doesn’t know if it was real clear when we talked about it before that if you have a usual bill of $42.00 for a single unit. If you are late you are charged with a $5.00 late charge but at 10% instead of the $5.00 it is only $4.20 so that is an 80 dollar savings. The problem was that she knows a particular building, $1,600.00 was their sewer bill, they had 40 units, and they were continually late and only getting a $5.00 late charge so it is just more fair in her opinion. 
ORDINANCE 512 – CREATING THE POSITION OF BOROUGH MANAGER

She stated that she had asked council to give her any comments on that ordinance and she would pass those along to Mr. DeHaas and there were not comments, therefore she asked council if they want to create this position someone needs to make a motion to accept ordinance #512 which would create the position. A motion was made by Roberts and seconded by Gardner.
Under discussion Mr. Kurilko asked what are the specific duties of the borough manager. Mrs. Chambers stated that it is listed in the Ordinance. She asked if had gotten a copy. He stated yes he got a copy and it is pretty big. She stated well what we can do and don’t forget that prior to someone being hired for this position there will be a contract involved and that will go into detail which will be approved by council. Mr. Bittner asked if we have funding plan for this position. Mrs. Chambers stated yes we do the monies we are getting from small games will total approximately $87, 000.00 a year and she thinks that will adequately, more than adequately cover a position of borough manager. He asked no stipulation on how that money can be spent. Mrs. Chambers stated no sir. She added that she was hoping that someone who has experience perhaps will find us more grant money to supplement other things and through efficiencies save money. 
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to accept Ordinance #512 duly carried with Mr. Alfano, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, and Mrs. Chambers voting yes and Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 

Mrs. Chambers stated that to advertise for the position she would recommend that we do the local newspapers the Herald Standard, Observer, the Tribune, and the Post Gazette. She asked if there is a motion to spend that money.

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to advertise duly carried with Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Miss Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti and Mr. Bittner voting no. 

VOTING DELEGATE AT BOROUGH ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

Mrs. Chambers stated as you know we have voted to send our Borough secretary to the Boroughs general assembly conference which is being held in Pittsburgh this year on April 25 through the 28th and she would recommend that she be our voting delegate at that meeting. She asked if she needed a vote on that. Miss Pfrogner stated no as long as everyone know you don’t need a roll call.
 Motion by Alfano/Roberts to have Elizabeth be the Borough’s voting delegate duly carried with all members present stating aye.
Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve the presidents report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

FINANCE REPORT – MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges stated that before she makes a motion to pay the bills she wants to make mention that we had deferred payment to Chester Engineers asking for more detailed invoices, we have received that information so that invoice is now on the bills to be paid tonight. 
Motion by Bridges/Gardner to pay the bills duly carried with Miss Robert, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscottii, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mr. Bittner voting no. 

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve the finance report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC HEALTH – MRS. CHAMBERS

SEWAGE REPORT

Mrs. Chambers read the sewage report

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve the public health report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER
RIGHT OF WAYS FOR MALDEN ARE SEWER PROJECT

Mr. Bittner stated that last week we discussed the right-of-ways for the Malden area sewer project and Mr. Brower brought up that in the Granville area we offered $500.00 to the property owners to sign the right-of-way and we thought that would be a good idea before they go out there and try to get the right-of-ways from these people so I would like to make a motion that anyone in that Malden sewer project be given a $500.00 stipend for the right-of-way across their property. There will be some I understand that will not and think its going to be worth more than that or whatever the case may be and we ran into that before, but we just thought it was fair to all the property owners that some property owners were going to get a stipend of money that they were going to take us to an arbitration or something and those who graciously agreed to give us their property we want to thank them for that. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts that anyone in that Malden sewer project be given a $500.00 stipend for the right-of-way across their property duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

EMERGENCY SEWER LINE REPAIR – RT 88

Mr. Bittner stated that we had an emergency sewer line repair and we have a temporary rubber line coming into California to carry the sewage from the Malden area, the Vulcan village and the Harris plan and we had asked Art to do some preparation. He asked Art if he put out for any quotes on getting that new line put in there. Art Brower responded that they have the packages all put together we’re working with Pendot to get the HOP and we’ll send out the RFP ‘s , we’ll get it in the newspaper anybody know any license contractors interested in this work give him a call. Mrs. Chambers stated just keep us informed of what we need to do to get this done. Mr. Gardner asked what size line is going in there. Mr. Brower stated an 8” replacing a 4”. He stated there is a flat 4” in there we are replacing with an 8” line and it should alleviate the problems. Mr. Bittner stated he would like to personally thank our street department and our sewage department. They went way beyond the call of duty what they did out there. They were out there all that Friday the whole day Saturday a couple of them came out on a Sunday afternoon we had a problem then and they were out there Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. I know they get paid to do the job in the borough but they went way beyond the call of duty what they did here. Absolutely no problems, they were very cooperative and everything worked well and I just want to thank them for a job well done. Mrs. Chambers stated that she’ll add to that and she was down there and they were very gracious and they were you know it was a job and an emergency it had to be done and they were doing it with good humor. I want to thank them too I really do. Mr. Bittner stated oh and Bill Johnson from Fayette Engineering, he inadvertently left him out; he was with us every step of the way. I kidded Art that he and his buddy came in and looked at it and they leave and left poor old Bill there to do all the work. We called him in on a Sunday afternoon interrupted his steak dinner, but he was very gracious and he worked hand in hand with us right along with everyone else and I’m very appreciative of him also. In doing that job we noticed that we have a small steel plate of 5 x 5  x ¾ to put over an opening like a road opening or something like that and in talking with Bill Johnson we decided we need a minimum of  a steel plate of  4 x 8 x ¾ “. Mr. Tuday was able to obtain the price of one of these at $489.60 at Bailey Steel and he would like to make a motion that we purchase this steel plate for putting over openings especially on highways and stuff at $489.60 and that cost should be split between the sewer department and the street department because there will be dual usage there. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to purchase a steel plate for putting over road openings at $489.60 with the cost to be split between the street department and the sewer department duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

STREETSCAPE

Mr. Bittner stated under the streetscape we have to have a qualification committee to elect a consultant. This is a rule by Pendot, Art checked with them and this could be any of us from council is that correct. Art responded yes it could be council or a citizen. Mr. Bittner stated ok fine so at this time we need three persons on that committee. He stated that he would like to serve on that and since Elizabeth will have to be dealing with all of this I think I’d like to have her serve on it and then one other person who would like to volunteer to serve on this committee would be very helpful. Any one on council willing? Miss Roberts asked is this about policies and procedures. Mr. Bittner stated Art you can correct me, all this is is once the consultants put in there proposals then we sit down and look at them and review which consultant we would like to recommend for the job is that correct Art. Art stated correct. There are two rounds, I think the letter of interest is first and the short list and then you go through the short list. Mr.Bittner asked if this is a prerequisite of Penndot and there is nothing we can do about it just go along with it. Elizabeth had to type all of this because they had on here Official Penndot documents, and they did not have it on disk or anything so she just had to sit down and retype all of this again where they could have had it on a disk but they wouldn’t release it so she had to do it all again. Mrs. Chambers volunteered  and Mr. Bittner stated alright then it will be myself, Elizabeth , and Sheila will serve on that committee. Mayor stated Sheila may have to fight him on that. Mrs. Chambers stated that he could be the alternate. Mr. Gardner asked if there was any kind of deadline we need for this. Mr. Bittner asked Art if we just get the process started now. Mr. Bittner stated that Art is has been in contact with Penndot. Mr. Brower stated that he thinks they are kind of pushing you to do this now so this is in place when they go the contracts. Mr. Bittner stated so then we should go ahead and start putting out the proposals or the interests is that correct. Mr. Brower stated that is correct as long as you let whoever responds when the time frame is. Mr. Bittner stated so you’ll work with us on that. Mr. Brower stated yes. Miss Pfrogner stated she has to send it to the lady at Penndot first the policy and procedures. Mr. Bittner stated that is why he put Elizabeth on the committee. 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE

Mr. Bittner stated that one other thing that Representative Daley leaned over the table to tell me that he forgot to say that the property at the show, the theatre, has been cleaned up. He was handling that for the owner and he said he looks like the Redevelopment might go for a closing on that building next week to take position of it. Mr. Bittner stated he has not heard anything from redevelopment but Representative Daley did tell me that. Mrs. Chambers asked if he could give Kerry Fox a quick call tomorrow and that would be great to get moving on that. That could be the cornerstone of different things to come to our downtown area. Miss Roberts asked if he said they are possibly closing next week. Mr. Bittner stated yes redevelopment doesn’t mess around when they. Mr. Bittner stated and like he said we have some stimulus money involved in that and if we don’t get it spent on this project then the redevelopment can’t do it. Mrs. Chambers thanked Mr. Bittner. 

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approved Mr. Bittner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.
PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO

RECREATION AUTHORITY

Mr. Alfano stated that first of all he would like to ask Jennine Metal to come up and give a brief talk on recreation authority progress. Mrs. Metal stated by now everybody’s probably seen that we’ve completed the installation of the new playground equipment down at Mechanic Street. We’re going to continue the upgrades down there by resurfacing the basketball court. We’re going to also have the gazebo repaired. We’re going to make a larger roof so that it comes out and extends out a little bit further and repairs to the concrete inside of that gazebo. The concrete floor is cracked all the way across and we’re going to have repairs done to that. We’re also working hopefully Casey still working on the trees, we’re going to get trees and plant them to obstruct the view of  the sewage plant and we’re also working at getting trees planted up at Hickory because it is much needed shade up there and it really gets hot. On May 22nd, everyone mark your calendars we’re going to have a memorial service and rededication of Mechanic Street park. The memorial is for J Bud Grebb and it is long overdue and we’re partnering with Greg McKim from the Crossroads Community Church. They are going to have after the memorial a fair and it will include food and games and a lot of activities for family fun. We are having a meeting this coming Saturday to kind of firm everything up and to look at a rain date just in case so if anyone’s interested they can come in to the recreation authority building and you can check the Focus to look for all the details and we’ll have it in the paper and we’ll have signs around town and out in the marquee in the thing out there. We’re in the process of planning light up night now for 2010. It is going to be on Friday December 3rd and it will once again be held up at the University in the performance center at the Natali Student Center and it is a space that is a large venue a lot larger than here where we use to have light up night. The University gives it to us for free. They have the theatre department has given us a backdrop and the stage where we put Mr. & Mrs. Santa Clause. And this year we are looking at planning like an indoor winter carnival. And again if any of the public is interested in being a part of planning that night come to our meetings. Our meetings are the third Saturday of every month at 9:00 am in the morning. The only other thing I want to say is that the Bud Grebb memorial basketball league did really exceptionally well last summer and so we’re going to do that again this summer and we’re adding a female league also. And that will take place, I believe July that is when we are going to start, so probably late June we’ll be getting stuff out to the kids to come and try out of the leagues. We have a website a new website and it is www.calrecauthority.org and you can check that for any of our activities and look at pictures and if anybody wants to use any of the facilities or playgrounds or rotary park our applications are all on line there. Mrs. Chambers stated that is great all the things that you are doing would you also check with Shirley Evans and get this put on the California Borough‘s website with a link over to yours. The more we can let people know about what is going on in town and then if you could just remind us again in May when we have our televised meeting again you said May 22 that would be nice if we get a reminder one more time. Mrs. Chambers thanked Jeannine. 
PIKE RUN FISHING FESTIVAL

Mr. Alfano stated that he would like to add one more recreation announcement the 15th Annual Pike Run Youth Fishing Festival will take place this month on April 24th from 7:00 in the morning until 3:00 pm. Bring the little tikes out they can really get in there and have a good time fishing all day 7:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

PUBLIC HOUSING
Mr. Alfano stated that he just to let you know we’ve collected $8, 324.37 so far this year in permit fees and so forth. We’ve been working for the last 2 months on deciding to come up with a plan on how we’re going to handle our code enforcement and our rental inspection fees. We had the solicitor prepare a sample Ordinance for us #521. I want to give you an update on what has transpired with my conversations with Mr. Tresko, who is the president of HMT Associates, who we plan to announce as our contractor to do these inspections. I know there were some concerns by some council members about there is an $800.00 administration fee. Maybe I can help or at least explain where that fee is coming from and what the onus is for. Mr. Tresko calculated that if he is named there will be 140 working days left in the next 6 month period to get all these inspections done. You’re talking about 1900+ inspections so that is about 12 inspections a day. He has a full time coordinator that schedules all his inspections in the 20 plus boroughs that they have a presence in and it is her responsibility to make sure that the inspectors get out and they get out for the re-inspects and she completes all the paperwork and gets it online so we can have that inspection report in a timely manner like within the next day. You don’t have to wait for paper to come through the mail or whatever. So this is going to be a six month experiment for the most part. They may say we’re nuts and they don’t want anything to do with us at the end of the six months and we can part our ways and go. We may fine tune it and decide to continue with this company. I know a second point of concern with this contract was the thirty dollar fee for a first time re-inspect. So I’ve been beating on Mr. Treks for a week or so now and he decided for this time frame they will waive the $30.00 re-inspect fee for a first violation. If the property owner consistently is not complying then for the next trips they will incur the $30.00 fee. So we’re going to have to make one correction to the Ordinance by waiving the $30.00 re-inspect fee for the first violation it will be for consecutive , second and consecutive. There were some council people who were curious as to what this is going to do to us budgetary and we can kind of a get a guess of what may happen here. If you look at the total rental fees that we took in from units that were inspected in 2009, $71, 560.00, back out what the zoning officers wages, benefits and so forth would be at about $51,400.00 it is going to leave us at a deficit of $20, 141.00 by not doing this in house. If we anticipate having a code enforcement guy here one day a week at $30.00 an hour not $40.00 that would be about $12,480.00 plus the administrative fee if it would continue in the prior year $9,600.00 so that is another $22,080.00. Now we are proposing a $15.00 administrative fee to be collected by the Borough for scheduling the paperwork  and issuing the occupancy permits so we will collect about $28, 890.00 from the 1900 plus permits it is going to leave us roughly at a deficit of $13,000.00 or so dollars, but that doesn’t include any new housing permits, any commercial permits or code violation fine that we may collect so I’m not going to sit here and tell you that I anticipate us to make money by doing this but I don’t feel we are going to lose as much money as everyone anticipates. It is my concern and I hope it is the concern of the rest of council that we protect the borough from any liability by having all of these units properly inspected for the upcoming year. Miss Roberts asked if she heard him say 1900 plus units. He responded by 1926. She asked if he could tell her where that figure came from. He stated that is the figure he has. Miss Roberts asked how they arrived at that because she did hers, that is about 400 more than she had calculated. Mr. Alfano stated it is probably a lot more than we all anticipate. Mr. Alfano stated once you calculate Vulcan village and University there are almost a 1000 units there. It is a hug undertaking I think it is too much for one person, at least until you have it under control.
Motion by Alfano/Roberts to adopt Ordinance #521 for the rental housing fees with the change that he mentioned to attorney DeHaas and as soon as we have that back we can advertise and he would like to schedule a meeting the advertising period is over so we can go ahead and adopt it so we can get this process started.

Under discussion Mr. Bittner asked again how often are you going to have on man in town for the other violations. Mr. Alfano stated it will maybe be two days a week to start and then maybe we can go back to every other week I don’t know. Mr. Bittner stated we have garbage now sitting in town 24/7 out at the curb. We have empty cans sitting out at the curb. We have empty cans sitting out at the curb that get caught in the wind and we put in place an ordinance to take care of that so that wouldn’t happen and I just feel that that is not enough time to have someone in this town going around. What is going to happen is people are just going to go ahead build something, no-one’s going around policing what they are building and we’re not getting permits we’re not controlling the garbage, I don’t think we are going to be controlling grass and all of these things. I just don’t feel that that is enough time to adequately take care of this town because our town is a different animal from any other town in this valley because of the University students here. It just adds another factor here and I just don’t feel that we’re adequately with two days a week to have someone to do like that. If someone calls in a complaint they don’t want us to say we’re going to write it down and when our inspector comes in he’s going to get to it. People want you to come right away and check on these things. I hope we have some kind contingency plan for this to take care of this because it concerns me greatly. No one walks around this town on this council more than me. I walk the alleys I walk different sections of the borough and stuff and I see what is going on. Take a trip through and you’ll see the garbage is out of control right now. We have sidewalks that are in very bad shape, curbing that is in very bad shape, we have a lot of things that need addressed in this town because we’re liable for all that too. Mr. Gardner stated that in relation to what Jon said can you make any adjustment to that. Mr. Alfano stated we can hire them 24 hours a day if we want to. Mr. Gardner stated that is not solid them two days it can be more or less.  Mr. Alfano stated no it is by the hour we can hire them as much as we need. If we need them him five days a week to start and then back it off. I think it would be appropriate at this time to ask the Mayor and Chief if they could assist us since the officer are circulating the borough more than anyone. If they just see some obvious code violations like garbage, grass & stuff if they would just mention it to Lori or one of us so we can help to start and get this under control a little more quickly. I think that would be helpful. Miss Roberts stated they use to do that didn’t they. Mr. Alfano stated yes they use to do it. Mr. Bittner stated he himself personally would like to see just a part time person aside from this group and he talked to our borough engineer and they know a couple gentlemen that are ex police officers that do this in other municipalities and I think we could probably get them for a much better rate than $30.00 an hour and maybe we could have them here more. I think you’re going to find out; maybe Bill Johnson has a different opinion. Bill Johnson is running a good bit, if he were truthful with you he’s going to tell you that you’re going to need someone in this town more than what you think you do. I really believe that sincerely. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t dispute that and Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t either she agrees with them but she thinks we need to try something to start. Mrs. Chambers stated that motion on the floor is to deal with the Ordinance for rental housing are we finished with the discussion on that? Mayor stated he has one comment; he thinks that the he and the Chief will be more than willing to have our officers to go around and check the property maintenance. However, if this should lead to overtime or scheduling of extra shifts in order to complete that I would ask that that money be taken out of the zoning budget as opposed to the police department. Mr. Alfano stated that is not what he is asking for. He’s asking that while his officers are on their regular patrol routes and they see a big pile of garbage why turn your head just say something. Miss Roberts stated yes like they use to. Mr. Bittner asked if that motion includes that person for $30.00 an hour. Mr. Alfano stated it is part of that. Mr. Alfano stated it is not a minimum or maximum amount and just to let the public know their code enforcement people are three retired police sergeants so there is no fooling around with them they know the law, they know what to do and they get it cleaned up.  Mrs. Chambers asked for a roll call vote. 
Motion by Alfano/Roberts to adopt Ordinance #521 for the rental housing fees with the change that he mentioned to attorney DeHaas and as soon as we have that back we can advertise and he would like to schedule a meeting the advertising period is over so we can go ahead and adopt it so we can get this process started duly carried with Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner voting yes and Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mr. Alfaro’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – Gerald Gardner and Miss Roberts
MONTHLY POLICE REPORT

Mr. Gardner stated he is going to list the officer too and continued to read the monthly 

police report.
HANDICAP PARKING REQUESTS

Mr. Gardner stated he had two requests for handicap parking and he had the acting Chief go and look at them and she says they should be granted. Mr. Gardner asked if he needs motion for the handicaps. Mayor Durdines stated yes that is how we have always done it in the past.  Mr. Gardner made a motion to okay the two handicap stalls. Mrs. Chambers stated names and where? Do we have a name and a location? Mr. Gardner stated one is for Mr. Scirotto who lives at 729 Park St. the other one is 502 Wood St. both are permanent disabled one as a matter of fact has two crutches. Mrs. Chambers stated a motion has been made for those two it has been check by our Chief of Police is there a second to this motion. Mr.Mariscotti asked how do you have a handicap spot on Wood Street. Mayor stated they are probably asking for it on the side street. Mrs. Chambers stated the house address is 502 Wood Street and their parking is on Fifth Street. 
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to okay the two handicap stalls one at 729 Park Street and one at 502 Wood Street duly carried with all members present stating aye.
FOOD PANTRY

Mr. Gardner stated he would like to announce that the food pantry will be held next Wednesday, April 14 from 4:00 to 6:00. He stated that unfortunately at the last pantry we ran out of food and that was a first for us. Washington County sets their allocations on the previous month and I tried to point out to them that that was kind of unfair since we had all that snow and most of the people we are servicing are senior citizens and they had a hard time even getting down there. So that cut the allocation for next month so hopefully it will pick up this month we’ll have more since the weather is working. If any of you would like to donate just give me a call at 938-3011 and we have a place at the ambulance station at the lower end of Wood Street where we store that stuff. 

DAVE O’LAUGHLIN – MAGLEV

Mr. Gardner stated that people are not familiar with Dave O’Laughlin and he’s the one spear headed the Maglev development project. He stated that he had a conversation with him there is some concerns with council and I relayed those concerns to him and he has requested two days of availability for borough council where he can come down and settle all the issues that we have because they would like to move ahead on that project and I would even suggest that our solicitor attend that meeting when ever it will be. Mrs. Chambers stated she would also suggest that the property owners who are going to be affected by the Maglev development be included in any discussions. Mr. O’Laughlin wants us to make these decisions and I’m not comfortable making these decisions about someone else property that I haven’t even been on. What does council think? Miss Roberts stated she is not either. Mr. Gardner stated so we are clear all he is asking for a meeting he’s not saying this or that to make it so council will understand what he’s talking about he wants to meet with council on their availability. At that time we can ask him any question we so desire to ask him. Now if council’s feeling is that we want the property owners there I personally don’t have a problem with that. Miss Roberts stated that she would like the property owners there. Mr. Bittner stated that we asked them specifically the last time he was here, one of the last two times, if he would please when they go up to look at that property invite us to go along. They went up and looked at the property and we didn’t get invited to go along.  That is my big problem with this thing. We tell them what we want we meet with them and let them know what we want then we they do it they don’t include us in the process and that is what they have done all along. They call you on the phone they tell you this is happening or that is happening, they want us to do all of this but then again they don’t want to include us in this either until it is time for them to want something, then they want to include us. Either include us all the time let us be part of this or just forget about it and don’t bother us with it. That is where I am with this right now. Miss Roberts stated she agrees because a lot of the property owners come and ask us questions and I can’t answer those questions. So I have no problem with pulling a meeting what so ever with them. I think that every property owner that is affected should be invited and encouraged to attend. Pat Alfano stated if he remembers correctly past council asked them to stake out all the properties that are going to be affected and there would be a walk around tour so you can physically see where that is going to come through their property. I wouldn’t even consider signing a right-of-way until I could see where it is going to be. Mr. Gardner stated that he thinks that the last time he was here he put a map back there, first of all he didn’t go into enough detail with borough council to tell them exactly what was happening, but some things on that map have changed and I agree with Mr. Bittner if anything is going to be done at that meeting when that meeting is conducted or when it is over that we do tour those cites that is something we will tell him that is a must. If that is not part of it then, but I think this Maglev also, in my opinion, can benefit California Borough and it will benefit California University and I think it is a plus for this borough. I think the least we can do is sit down with him work out all the problems because if it is going to create jobs and opportunity for California Borough I thin all of our interest is the same. Pat Alfano stated he doesn’t think that is the question. They are paying Chester Engineering fees every month so let them put some stakes out that’s the least they can do. Mr. Bittner stated he supports this program 1000% but keep us involved. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct but she has yet to walk the property. She added that she doesn’t have a time or date in mind just yet and Mr. Gardner stated he will check with everybody.
TERMINATION – OFFICER DORCON

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to terminate the employment of Robert D. Dorcon as a police officer for the Borough of California effectively immediately and to authorize the president of council to send to Mr. Dorcon notice of termination of his employment and the statement of the charges against him duly carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner passed then voted yes, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 

Mrs. Chambers stated to Elizabeth that she has the paperwork here for Elizabeth and they will take care of it tomorrow morning. 

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to accept Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members stating aye.

PUBLIC SAFETY – MISS ROBERTS

DRUG TESTING

Miss Roberts stated that the only thing in your packets and she thanked Elizabeth for putting together Ordinance #461 that actually was passed in 1999. However, there was never a resolution choosing a lab. So then Elizabeth has done some looking and so hopefully you all have this, the last several pages will give you the information about labs. The other thing, and sorry Elizabeth don’t know if you included this either, but there is some things on personal policies did you include this for everyone. Elizabeth stated no she did not include it. Miss Roberts stated that somewhere in here and this is from the Code, the Borough Code, and it has drug and alcohol testing. I will see that you get copies of these also and I’d like to take some action on this next month. So we just got it all together tonight so basically it is like reading homework for a month. So that is that. Mayor Durdines stated so the Ordinance was already in effect you said so you just have to choose a location. Miss Roberts stated from what she understands it has been in effect for a long time that a, and Elizabeth understands this far better than I, but the problem was we needed a resolution selecting a lab. So Elizabeth did a lot of work and researched and got some information from various labs which should be the last three pages of this and then again this Chapter 39 from the Borough’s Code I will see if I can get you all copies of this. Mayor asked if he has permission from Borough council to mention this to the Union Steward, because I think it has to be approved by them. Miss Roberts stated she has no problem with that and asked Mr. DeHaas if that was a problem. He stated no. Miss Roberts asked if they could have copies of all of this and Mr. DeHaas responded no. Miss Roberts stated she will see what she can do to get copies of this run off for everybody so your files will get a whole lot more paper in the. Mr. Gardner asked if this drug testing was for everybody that works in the California Borough. Miss Roberts stated you will have to read and I think we have faxed a copy of this up to you. Miss Pfrogner stated she did not it only went in the packets this evening. We did not. Miss Roberts then and asked if he could save that question for next month. Mr. Gardner stated well he has to ask the Solicitor a question so we can get it off of dead center and not create a problem. For us to, I know when I was a policeman here and I was the union steward here there was no drug testing of officers unless it was approved by the union. Mr. DeHaas stated before he can comment he would need to look at it. Mayor Durdines stated that is why he mentioned that because I think that is still in the contract that no you’re not doing it unless they say it’s okay. Mr. Gardner stated no it’s not in there. Mr. Bittner stated that he thinks that is part of the contract your right. He stated that he was very sincere in his comment last week also that he feels that if we’re going to drug test all the employees in this borough then I think all elected officials need to go through that same process. I think that is leading by example and if we are going to require our employees to do it I think that we should do it also. Miss Roberts stated high blood pressure medication and cholesterol medication, no I’m teasing. Mr. Bittner stated all you have to do is take a list of it with you that is all. Miss Roberts stated also like she said there is also information in the borough code concerning this, but she has not had a chance to read it all thoroughly that is why I wanted you to have this information and I have no problem with your questions what so ever Casey. 
ACTING CHIEF SALARY INCREASE

Second thing she has is the salary for Acting Chief of Police. She would like to make a motion to make the Acting Chief of Police’s salary $20.00 an hour effective immediately since she has been released from light duty as of today. Mrs. Chambers asked for a second to that motion. Mr. Gardner seconded the motion. Under discussion Mayor Durdines asked how the figure was established because he was not part of the discussion that led to that. Miss Roberts stated actually she was looking at some other figures from other employees who I’d rather not name and I was surprised at some of them and she felt that the Chief of Police should have at least parity with certain employees. Mayor Durdines stated that is fine I just wasn’t part of that discussion.  What has been paid in the past? Miss Roberts stated it is less. Mr. Alfano stated he had no idea that is why is asked. Mr. Bittner stated it would have been nice to have a discussion with the entire council on that before then we could have hammered out all our questions. Miss Chambers stated lets have further discussion please. Mayor Durdines stated that was his only question and you said it is comparable to what other supervisory level employees had made that is what I took from your statement. Miss Roberts stated not necessarily just supervisory. Mayor stated okay. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is anymore discussion. No one responded and Mrs. Chambers asked for a roll call vote. 
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to make the Acting Chief of Police’s salary $20.00 an hour effective immediately since she has been released from light duty as of today duly carried with Mr. Alfano, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers voting yes and Mr. Bittner voting no. 

Mr. Bittner stated he would like to qualify his no vote that it wasn’t part of the process and he would have liked to see the facts and figures before he voted on this. 

WALK AROUND

Miss Roberts stated the next thing she has on the agenda is several, I heard somebody, actually I wasn’t really part of the conversation but I picked it up, talking about doing a walk around around the town the council members doing that.  Taking a section of town and going on foot and walking it and looking at everything. Looking at the outside of the buildings, looking at alleys, looking at streets, kind of what you do Jon only we would be there with notebooks. She actually had a discussion with Mr. Tuday about that the other day because I know a lot of times , your a walker Jon and you see a lot more walking, if you’re driving it’s different you can almost go right by it so she was thinking that it might be nice to start taking a small section of town and how often some of us will be capable of walking around I don’t know, but perhaps start one day next week and pick a day when people are available during the day. She was thinking to start down at the Kara house and then walk a few blocks down hit from Second down to Water as far as we can go. I don’t know what we are going to find or how long it will take, and then each section of town that we can then we as members of council can actually up close what you’re seeing during your walk. Mr. Bittner stated he agrees with her and thinks that is an excellent idea. Miss Roberts stated she wasn’t sure, like when she was speaking with Mr. Tuday about it, I don’t know, personally I would like to see Mr. Tuday come with us, but I don’t know how Tony or you would feel about that because I think like he sees. It is hard to tell for me sometimes what part of a violation would be is that the owners violation or is that the Borough’s responsibility to take care of, so that is kind of up in the open I don’t know. I know Mr. Tuday is really busy right now it’s kind of not fair to dump something on him right now like this but she would like to have a walk around one day next week just to start it. Is anybody interested in doing that? Mr. Bittner stated yes we can take our digital cameras from the borough. Miss Roberts stated she forgot that. Mrs. Chambers stated great idea, do it Shelley. Miss Roberts asked if there was date anybody would prefer and it would be like a morning maybe, does anybody have a particular time or date. Mr. Mariscotti said for retired people. Miss Roberts apologized and stated that she originally said Saturday. Mayor Durdines stated while we are talking about going around the downtown and check some things out he thinks it would also be a good idea for all of us to head out into the rural and sometimes forgotten portions of the borough. Miss Roberts stated she agrees completely but they have to start somewhere. Mayor stated that it is an under represented population here you have him and councilman Gardner who don’t live in the downtown area. He thinks it would be good for all of them as a group to head out there and check out some things. Miss Roberts states she agrees and it is going to take a while. Mayor stated yes you can’t do it all in one day. Miss Roberts asked if anyone has a day available next week that would be good. Mr. Mariscotti stated 6:00 am Tuesday. Miss Roberts stated she thinks Tuesday is great, she didn’t hear that time. Mr. Gardner stated why don’t you set a date and time and whoever can come can come. Miss Roberts stated how about Tuesday at 9:00 am. Meet at the Kara house parking lot. Mayor Durdines asked if this was next Tuesday the 13th. Miss Roberts stated yes, Tuesday , 9:00 am at the Kara house and we got to remember the camera. Mrs. Chambers added and notebooks. Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t know how they feel about, poor Mr. Tuday is here, him accompanying us is that necessary or not.  Mrs. Chambers stated we have an hours time wouldn’t that be alright. Mrs. Chambers stated or it depends if you get a real crunch of work that day then obviously you’re excused but we need you to see what we see and what you think can be done about some of the conditions. Miss Roberts stated or we can submit a report to him. Mr. Mariscotti stated he should be there for the first one. Miss Roberts stated Mr. Tuday, Mr. Mariscotti said you should be there for the first one. 
PERSONNEL ATTENDANCE REPORTING POLICY & PROCEDURE

Miss Roberts stated the other thing she would like to talk about is putting together a personnel attendance reporting policy and procedure. Hopefully, she would like input from council right now. Right now it seems to be a scattered type thing, meaning that there doesn’t seem to be one central person that takes the calls and personally I think, sorry Betty, Betty should be the one central person like supervisors from departments would then call Betty and say who was out, what kind of a day is it a personal day is sick day.. Mr. Bittner stated he disagrees with that, Betty has enough to do she’s swamped now. Mrs. Chambers stated pick one person because no-one reports to anybody. Miss Roberts stated alright then how about Shirley she is the Assistant Borough Secretary. Mr. Bittner stated that is fine, Betty is swamped. Miss Roberts stated that is fine she was worried about that. Miss Roberts stated that she heard that Shirley and then she thinks whoever is, then like Shirley should either call a council member who would have the policies at home and be able to also keep a record and track of it at home. So I’d like to hopefully write something like that up tomorrow. Does anybody have any other ideas? Mrs. Chambers stated no does that conclude your report. Miss Roberts stated that is it.

Motion by Gardner/Bridges to accept Miss Robert’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

Mr. Mariscotti stated oh you guys are going to hate me. Mrs. Chambers said well I’m wondering if we can ask Mr. DeHaas if you read all these out and we do one roll call to approve. She asked Mr. DeHaas to look over the list of things they are going to purchase this year and we have always been told we need a roll call on every single one of these items and her thought was if you read them off and they were attached to the minutes and at the end of the fifteen she does a roll call and they approve rather than do fifteen times. Mrs. Chambers stated to Mr. Mariscotti that you read these out and at the end there is a roll call vote to approve.
Mr. Mariscotti stated this is a Washington County Joint Municipal Agreement summer bids 2010. 

1. Superpave 9.5 mm fine grade- Hanson Aggregates MBC, Inc. approximately 200 tons
    at $58.00 per ton FOB plant.

2. Superpave 9.5 mm Wearing – Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. out of Connelsville, 
    approximately 200 tons at $57.00 per ton Fob plant

3. Superpave 12.5 mm Wearing course- Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. approximately

    50 ton at $57.00 per ton FOB plant

4. Superpave 19.0 mm Wearing course- Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. approximately

    100 ton @ $52.00 per ton, FOB plant

5. Superpave 19.0 mm Binder course- Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. approximately

    100 ton @ $52.00 per ton, FOB plant

6. Superpave 25.0 mm Binder course – Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. approximately

    50 ton @51.00 per ton, FOB plant

7. AASHTO which is the American Association of State Highway & Transportation

    Officials - #8 – Vendor is Stone & Company, approximately 100 tons @ $22.34 tons

    delivered

8. #2A Stone, Vendor Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc.- approximately 600 ton @ $14.40

    per ton delivered

9. AASHTO  #57 – vendor is Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. – approximately 200 tons

    @ $16.50 per ton delivered

10. AASHTO #67 – Stone & Company- approximately 100 tons @ $18.00 per ton,
      delivered

11. AASHTO #4 – vendor is Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. – approximately 100 tons @

      $16.30 per ton delivered

12. R4 Rock lining called Rip Rap – Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. – approximately 

      100 ton @ $ 17.40 per ton delivered

13. R5 Rock lining again that is Rip Rap – Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc. – 

      approximately 100 ton @ $19.00 per ton delivered

14. 15” Plastic Pipe – Advanced Drainage Systems, Ludlow Maine – 300 feet @ $6.82 

       per foot delivered

15. 18” Plastic Pipe – Advanced Drainage Systems – 200 feet @ $9.60 per foot delivered

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Mariscotti to go back up to number 1 and read the portion that states all bituminous materials are...
Mr. Mariscotti  amended  item number 1 to read1. as Superpave 9.5 mm Fine Grade – from Hanson Aggregates, BMC, Inc., 220 Springfield Pike, Connelsville, PA 15425, it is 

Approximately 200 ton @ $58.00 per ton, FOB plant, All bituminous materials are bid with price adjustment of according the ac index at time of production.
Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to approve the above summer 2010 bids duly carried with all members voting yes.

STREET COMMISSIONER’S MEMORANDUM OFUNDERSTANDING

Mr. Mariscotti stated the second thing under his agenda is that we have received the memorandum of understanding for Mr. Tuday. This is basically his contract between he and the Borough and it outlines with an addendum it outlines his job performance and his contract. He’d like to submit this for acceptance. Mrs. Chambers stated there is a change she believes. Mrs. Bridges stated there is a discrepancy on the salary. Mrs. Chambers stated the hourly rate, if you’ll look on the second. Mrs. Bridges stated it should correspond with what was approved. Mr. Mariscotti stated he believes it should be $17.00 and Mrs. Bridges stated it should be $17.01 plus $1.00 more. Mr. Mariscotti asked is that what we said. It was the operator’s rate plus $1.00. Mrs. Chambers stated it should be $1.00 more than the operator’s rate so it should be $18.01, correct. Mrs. Bridges stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated so we can accept that on page two and that was what the motion that was made before and this is what you said. Mr. Mariscotti stated correct. This is being submitted you made a motion was this seconded? Miss Roberts stated she apologized but what was the change. Mr. Mariscotti stated the change was his hourly rate. Mrs. Chambers stated from $17.00 to $18.01. Mrs. Chambers asked if there was a second on this. Miss Pfrogner stated no. Mrs. Chambers stated we need a second on this. Mr. Alfano seconded the motion. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any more discussion. Mr. Gardner stated he has one, just one comment. He just go this today and he has not had a chance, because we had other personnel matters, to read it. Miss Roberts stated she would like to table this until next month because she hasn’t had a chance to read it either. Mrs. Chambers stated the required duties and skills. Miss Roberts stated not at all. Mrs. Chambers asked Tony if that was alright with him. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes that is fine and Jon just brought up a point about overtime and he wasn’t sure about it. Mrs. Chambers asked can we say that as you all read this would you email Tony with any changes you want, would that be alright and you can pass that along and we can do that. Mr. Mariscotti stated and he will pass it along to Mr. DeHaas. Mrs. Chambers stated so the motion is approved to table until next, and Mr. Mariscotti stated that’s fine. 

COMPLETED DIRT & GRAVEL ESM TRAINING 

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Mariscotti if he has anything else and he responded yes one other thing, we have Jeff attended the Dirt & Gravel Road ESM training on April 6th and 7th and he just wanted to make sure everyone was aware that he did this and got his certification and the borough is back in good standing for another five years. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Tuday what was his grade, can you tell us A+.
 Mr. Mariscotti asked Jeff if he has a couple of comments that he would like to make or some recommendations to council. Mr. Tuday stated he does not. Mrs. Chambers stated well in the future I’m sure you’ll give a report. Mr. Tuday asked if the street department can wear shorts on hot days. Mrs. Chambers stated she would have to take that under advisement because they do represent the borough. Mr. Tuday responded okay they asked me to ask Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t have a problem with it but would there be times like when it would be better when their legs are covered depending on like when you’re working with tar and stuff like that that kicks up off the ground. Do you know what I mean, but on days when you’re not going to be... Mr. Tuday stated like if we are painting signs. Miss Roberts stated like if you’re painting signs or something. Miss Roberts asked if he could write something up like that because she can’t see any reason why. Mr. Bittner stated run that through the safety committee that we have with the insurance company first of all, see what they say about it and then bring it back to us. Mrs. Chambers stated yes clothing is very important. Miss Roberts stated yes but if they are working with something that might ding them. Mrs. Chambers asked if Mr. Mariscotti has anything else under his report. Mr. Mariscotti stated no that is it for him.
Motion by Roberts/Bittner to approve Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 
PERSONNEL – MRS. BRIDGES AND MR. GARDNER

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Mrs. Bridges stated other than there seems to be a lack of policies & procedures or guidelines or what ever you call them in the borough and I think we need to start drafting some policies and bring to council for review. Mrs. Chambers stated that she thinks as you identify a problem as there was a problem with attendance and notification I think that is a good thing to do, as you see the problem bring it in, draft something and give it to us to look at ahead of time, would you like that. Mrs. Bridges stated absolutely.  

JUNIOR COUNCIL PERSON – MR. KURILKO

PARENT WORKSHOP

Mr. Kurilko announced that next week on Wednesday, April 14th the elementary school and California University will be co-hosting a parent workshop. This is for parents of pre-kindergarten and kindergarten. This will help parents with the activities for student enrollment. It will be from 6:00 – 7:00 pm at the elementary school and you can contact the school administrative office.

SPORTS COMPLEX

Mr. Kurilko stated that the sports complex is coming along and there is nothing in particular to report on.

PSSA TESTING

Mr. Kurilko stated that this week PSSA testing is taking place and this has been a big part of the curriculum for this year. Hopefully they score well I wish them luck 

RANDOM DRUG SEARCHES AT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Mr. Kurilko stated that the school board has voted in favor of random drug searches and I guess the school district last week had one. I believe the Superintendent gave a statement in the Herald Standard that no drugs were found on school property. I can’t be sure of this. 

K9 OFFICER
Mr. Kurilko stated he has spoken to Officer Vitale and she has assured him that though she it taking the role of Police Chief that the dog will be able to perform out on the street effectively in apprehension control and building searches. 

Mrs. Chambers thanked Mr. Kurilko and stated that was a very good report.

ENGINEERS REPORT – MR. ART BROWER
Mr. Brower stated               For Malden and Granville will begin on Sunday
Second & Route 88 emergency repair, Jon left somebody off of the list to thank for that and that is himself. He was down there a good bit of the time and it was dirty work. Mrs. Chambers agreed and thanked Jon Bittner. 

MAYOR’S REPORT – CASEY DURDINES

K9 INSURANCE

Mayor Durdines stated that first they have the K9 Medical Insurance and after discussions with our K9 handler and with council woman Donna Bridges what we are looking at is the VPI Major Medical Plan and the number I have in Donna’s notes is $320.4 6 per year and that includes a 5% discount for it being a police dog, so I ask that we approve that. Mrs. Chambers stated we need a motion for the K9 medical insurance for $320.46 per year
Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to purchase the K9 medical insurance for $320 per year duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

LETTER CARRIER FOOD DRIVE

Mayor announced that the letter carrier food drive will be on Saturday, May 8th and all you have to do is put your non-perishable food items outside near your mailbox and your mail carrier will pick them up and those are distributed locally. So you are helping your neighbors. Mrs. Chambers asked if that will help our food bank here in California. Mayor asked council man Gardner. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks that goes elsewhere hopefully it will come back to us, some of it anyhow. 

DELIVERY VEHICLES – LOADING ZONES

Mayor stated we have been discussing this; problems with delivery vehicles, parking on and around Wood and Second Street and blocking traffic and skewing visibility at the intersections. I had my intern Brittany and myself and our Chief take a look at putting in a loading zone area ,and council man Bittner I don’t want to leave him out, and parking area on Second Street. If you are standing at the intersection of Wood and Second facing toward the sewer plant it would be the right side of the street. Approximately three stalls, sign it appropriately, Monday through Friday no parking, delivery or loading zone only from 4:00 am to 5:00 pm. That way we’ll block it off during the loading hours then in the evening people can utilize those parking stalls rather just eliminating them entirely. Miss Roberts asked if he needs a motion from council to go ahead and get started. Mayor Durdines stated council man Bittner reminded him that it needs to be put as a tow-a-way zone also if you are parked there between those hours we’ll tow your car. Mr. Bittner asked attorney DeHaas if he needs to write something up on this. Miss Roberts asked if he needs a motion for attorney DeHaas to write up whatever he just said.  Mayor Durdines stated however we got to do it as long as long as we get it done. Attorney DeHaas asked if they wanted to act on that tonight. Miss Roberts stated that she thinks we need to move on that. Mr. DeHaas stated you can act his recommendation subject to. Mayor Durdines stated that sounds good to him. Mrs. Chambers stated that it is a public safety issue, you’re blinded when you’re coming down, particularly down Wood and coming to Second you cannot see to turn so this is great and you had said before that we are going to try it for a couple of months to see if it works. Mayor Durdines stated yes if it doesn’t work we just take the signs down. Mrs. Chambers stated then we try something else. Miss Roberts asked what do they have to do to start moving this now. Mrs. Chamber stated make a motion. Mrs. Chambers stated that you are going to create an unloading zone is what you are doing right, on Second St. Mayor Durdines stated yes that is correct. The exact location, the Chief, Mr. Tuday, and himself will go down and look at it but it will be right on that corner where Campy’s signage is. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to make an unloading zone according to Mayor Durdines specifications. Under discussion Mr. Alfano asked if they will pull those meters. Mayor Durdines stated he would like to leave the meters in and we don’t enforce them after 4:00 pm so we might as well take them out. Mr. Mariscotti asked what are you doing if you have two trucks what are doing with the second truck is he waiting somewhere. Is he going down to the library and waiting. Mayor Durdines stated his intention is just to write up a letter announcing what our new policy is going to be have myself and the Chief sign it and give it to all the business owners that are going to be affected in that area and tell them that if you do come in and there is a truck already parked there we are going to ask you to go down somewhere near the library and wait, unless you can somehow otherwise get off the street. Someone mentioned that parking will coincide with the doctors reserved parking spot over there. Mr. Bittner stated he is gone. Someone asked if Dr. Park is gone we need to take those signs out. Mr. Bittner stated yes that is what needs to happen. 
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to make an unloading zone according to Mayor Durdines specifications duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Alfano asked Mayor Durdines are you specifying a fine on the sign if you are parked in that area. Mayor stated that is what he was whispering to council man Bittner on the parking ticket there is a box that you can check that says other but it is a $15.00 fine so probably what will happen is they will get ticketed and then they’ll get towed so we’ll get $15.00 and then Weld towing gets their cost. Mr. Alfano stated well if you are going to have Mr. Tuday order signs might as well say tow-a-way zone, $15.00 fine or something like that on the sign. Miss Roberts stated or fine and guess what it is. Mayor said we will handle the details it will be fine.
QUARTERBACK ROETHLISBURGER

Mayor Durdines stated that Mr. Hasbrouck has informed him prior to the meeting that the foundation board of California University of Pennsylvania has approved handling the Roethlisburger Grant for Argo. It has to be run through a non profit organization so it can’t come directly to the borough so he would like to thank the University foundation board for assisting us with that and once again I’d like to thank Chief Vitale for securing that grant for the department. 
NIXLE TEXT MESSAGE AND EMAIL ALERT SYSTEM

He stated that he would like to thank Chris Haines from the Herald Standard for reminding him to mention it once again now that everybody has forgotten that we have severe weather and floods and all those sorts of things. If you get onto the California Borough’s website there is a link posted there that you can follow and sign up for these text messages and email alerts and what we will do in the event of an emergency we will send out notifications that way. If there are any types of crimes going on in the borough that we want to make people aware of we will also send out a text message and an email.  So be sure that you sign up for that. Miss Roberts stated that maybe he could talk to Mrs. Baxter about that too, putting it in the Focus. Because you know everybody reads the Focus. Mayor stated he’d say the front page. 

ZONING CAR

Mayor stated the zoning car that we have parked down in the bull pen at the sewer plant. I was approached by a constable that was interested in purchasing that vehicle but after some discussion from some other members of council the vehicle has just been inspected and I think it has some new tires on it and new brakes Jon says. We were thinking rather than sell it right now maybe allow our street commissioner to run it around if he’s interested in doing so. Mrs. Chambers stated why not rather than have it sit there. Miss Roberts stated it shouldn’t just sit there and I doubt we’ll get much money for it. Miss Roberts stated to Mr. Tuday that she hopes his back is good. Mayor Durdines stated that is has a new seat in it don’t worry its all good. Mrs. Chambers stated he can take it under advisement then he can use it when he wants to. Mayor stated so that is what we are going to do because I’d like to give these constables an answer of at least what our intentions are. Miss Roberts stated she thinks we should hang on to it a while and see if it works. He may not want to use it after he drives it. Mrs. Chambers stated lets try it. 
Motion by Roberts/Mariscotti to approve the Mayor’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

SOLICITORS REPORT – ATTORNEY DEHAAS

The only thing I have is for an executive session to discuss one item on a street department personnel issue. He assured them it will be short. Mrs. Chambers stated ladies and gentlemen lets go in and talk about a personnel issue right now and we will make it as quickly as possible. Someone from the audience asked what personnel issue; police, streets. Mrs. Chambers responded it is streets. 
Council went into executive session at 8:20 pm
Council reconvened at 8:40 pm

Mrs. Chambers stated that they had a request from a former employee to be paid for some unused sick time, vacation time, and that sort of thing, but we need to do a little more investigation before we can arrive at the number and that was our discussion with Attorney DeHaas. 

Mr. DeHaas stated he would like the minutes to reflect that there was an executive session held before the meeting began tonight for a police personnel matter and pending litigation matter. 
OLD BUSINESS

No old business at this time

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Gardner stated he has one item. He happened to be going out Knob Road and I seen three members of our borough crew out there. Even though it is a state road there was a hazard out there that was unbelievable because of the snow with the trees and they took care of it. Mrs. Chambers thanked him.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

ROSE URICK
ZONING HEARING BOARD
Mrs. Chambers apologized for not recognizing Rose Urick. Mrs. Urick stated the first thing she wants to ask a question about is that they’ve got nothing done with the Zoning Hearing Board. As a member of the Zoning Hearing Board I don’t know what is going on with it. We’re not even reorganized with it here. Mrs. Chambers stated that council cannot advise her that she will have to the talk to their attorney. Mrs. Urick stated that she talked to him and he told her to talk to council. Mrs. Chambers stated no. Mr. Alfano asked if there are any pending hearings. Mrs. Urick stated not that she knows of. Miss Roberts stated maybe once the new company starts there might be. Miss Roberts stated there might be lots of them. Mrs. Chambers stated they cannot comment on that go ahead dear. 

DECIBAL METER

Mrs. Urick asked what is up with the noise ordinance. Are we going to go with a decibel meter? Mayor Durdines stated we have one in a box. Mrs. Chambers stated you know what we could never find anyone to calibrate it and you can’t use it if it’s not calibrated and certified just like radar guns and that sort of thing. Mrs. Chambers stated that she knows Bruce has told her that he has tried to find someone that can calibrate that machine that you use to measure the noise. Mr. Gardner stated you mean the decibel levels. Mrs. Chambers stated that is good, she likes that. He could not find anybody. So you can’t use it. Now you’re a former policeman and I think you can tell me that you can’t use a former radar gun that hasn’t been calibrated periodically. So that is where we are with the noise. Mrs. Uric stated well that was her question because some of the neighbors are getting loud. Miss Roberts I’m sure she can hear it at her house. Miss Roberts stated that Mrs. Urick has a problem last weekend and it was taken care of very nicely wasn’t it. Mrs. Urick said yes and is she allowed to say anything on that. Mrs. Chambers and Miss Roberts stated sure they don’t see why not. Mrs. Urick stated there was an issue at California Terrace which is the housing projects. It seems some of the residents/tenants there decided they wanted to go out and celebrate I guess. They were out shooting shot guns and pistols. She stated that she did not call the police and she wants that on record that she did not call the police. One of the neighbors did and she cam down and talked to me and asked if she had heard the shooting and she responded yes and she thought it was somewhere else. And her neighbor stated no it was coming from the projects and the police did come up. We don’t know what has transpired from it. She has talked to Chief and she has been to my house and asked me different questions and that. Let me back up a little bit. A half an hour after the police had left these people were walking down Zulu Street carrying their guns like old Wild west and her husband decided he was going to call 911. The police did come again and they were searching the neighborhood for these individuals. Mrs. Chambers stated so you had a good response from our police department. Mrs. Chambers stated that is good and I want that on the record too. Mrs. Urick stated that she was very pleased with Officer Vitale; she apologized and said Chief Vitale was there.  Mrs. Chambers stated whomever. Mrs. Urick stated that she came up to the house and she was asking me about different people there, she was asking me names. Mrs. Urick stated she responded she doesn’t know anybody in the project. Mrs. Chambers states well she is glad it was taken care of.
CRITICISM OF CERTAIN COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mrs. Urick stated that at the last two meetings there has been a lot of criticism of certain members on council and she has sat back and made comments but she wants to say that she is going to step up and she is going to make a statement tonight. I don’t know what their purpose is I’m assuming that they would like Mr. Large and Mr. Melenyzer to come back. Her point on this is Mr. Large was not legally certified to do housing inspections. I have all the documentation here but I will keep this short since I do want to go home tonight too. She would like to leave this with someone who is not on council this is for the members of the group; she is leaving the documentation with Lorraine. She told Lorraine that this will tell you everything you need to know and what I’m hoping is that you are not leaning towards doing this because what you are going after is illegal.  She continued speaking to Lorraine for a while. 
ANGELA FOWKES

Mrs. Fowkes stated she just has a question that maybe Donna can answer it or some other council member. She stated she is looking at the street department accounts payable and for some reason we are paying Fayette Engineering more than double what we paid last month and our new street commissioner has been working for three weeks, so we should have only paid them for two weeks is that correct. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Tuday what day he started. Mr. Tuday stated the 22nd. Mrs. Chambers stated so it has been about two weeks. Mrs. Fowkes stated so this is his third week.  Mrs. Chambers stated she can’t answer her question then. Mrs. Fowkes stated her question is they not giving us that 50% anymore. Mrs. Chambers stated give me a number. Mrs. Fowkes stated it is on the accounts payable, street department, Fayette Engineering and last months we only paid them $1900.00 dollars for 4 months of service and that was February and for March we are paying them $2748.00. Mr. Alfano stated that is 40%. Mrs. Fowkes stated it only went to 40% is that correct. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes it is. Mr. Alfano stated and they may have done other work and he mentioned the problem at Route 88 by Rotary park.  Mrs. Fowkes said that would be under the sewer department not the street department right. Mrs. Chambers stated you talked about Mr. Tuday beginning and Mr. Johnson spent how many hours with you Mr. Tuday and I hope that they were constructive and very good hours and he had very good things to say about you. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Tuday if he had ever run a street department before. Mr. Tuday responded no. Mrs. Fowkes stated she is not disputing that she is wondering why it was paid out of the street department if that’s what it is you would think that that money would come out of the sewer department, but that was her only comment.
LINDA DIFILIPPO

Mrs. Difilippo stated to Sheila that this memo she is going to read is from veterans throughout the Mon Valley, different branches of the service. Mrs. Chambers stated and you’re reading this to me because.... Mrs. Difilippo stated because I have a question in here for you. Mrs. Chambers stated get to the question. Mrs. Diflippo stated excuse me. Mrs. Chambers stated get to the question. Mrs. Diflippo stated don’t talk to her like that. Mrs. Chambers stated please get to the question. You are the one standing there accusing me night after night after night. Mrs. Diflippo stated she is not accusing her she just wants to read the letter. Mrs. Chambers stated okay read the question. Mrs. Diflippo read the following letter. You have been presented on various occasions with comments about and by veterans of this country. Your reactions captured on video, on air, and in person are disrespectful to veterans of this country.  She stated as you are to her tonight.  She continued your dismissal disregarded blatant rudeness for our fellow veterans and the constitution that we took a pledge to protect and defend and the citizens for which we risk our lives to defend including you is totally and completely unacceptable. After March meeting of this council you were informed that there are hundreds of people watching these meetings who are in support of the anti cabal concerned citizens of this community. This is true. We are watching from the veterans clubs, from home, and from other locations throughout this valley. Before you disregard this letter let it be known all of the undersigned will not be registered voters in the borough of California but we have served the United States of America. Some of us are still serving today. The pride that we and others in this country have for our service is much more important than whether or not we can cast a vote for or against you. Now, why have you not answered the questions put before you in public meetings and in the mail by Lieutenant Commander Michael Sears, retired from the United States Navy? If you have answered this question by the time this letter gets to you why did it take over two months for you to give them an answer. Mrs. Chambers stated did you put in your letter that you were the Lieutenant Commander, retired of some military organization Mr. Sears. Did you? Mr. Sears stated no. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t believe he did. Mr. Sears stated but that’s irrelevant. Mrs. Chambers stated how was she suppose to know you were even a veteran and let me tell you something, you put in your letter accusations to me. I want to know where your proof is for those accusations. You said that she violated the sunshine law. Did you not, and she wants to know when, she wants to know where, she wants to know with whom, and what was discussed and you put that in writing and bring it to me because you will not be able to it didn’t happen. Mr. Sears stated all he needed was an answer. Mrs. Chambers stated and you just got it. All of this dealt with personnel issues and some of you who have served on council before know that we cannot discuss it. You also know that according to the Municipal Code when someone is appointed according to this code; they serve at the pleasure of council for an indefinite length of time what could be plainer. She stated that she is not going to sit here and let you keep accusing her of things that you cannot verify. This is not an inquisition. This is suppose to be public comment and you are suppose to get up there and make comments that move this borough forward instead of all your doing with you negative attitudes, your toxic attitudes tearing us down. We are making tremendous borough. Nothing has been done for years. Nothing has been done for years to amend polices and procedures. We are constantly being, something comes up every day that there is no policy or procedure to address it. I just said it. 
MR. SEARS

Mr. Sears stated I asked questions for answers. He stated that maybe he is missing something. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks so. Mr. Sears stated this is the fourth time of many months that he’s come before council speaking answers to questions which I posed and tonight is the first time I have gotten some indication as to an answer. You have made it clear and others that you did not intend to provide any answers to his questions and the questions from the public, so he has been thinking there must be a plan here. You have just alluded to the fact that nothing has been done. There must be a plan that council has developed and with any multimillion dollars organization there has to be a plan of some sort. He stated he knows Mr. Bittner as borough president has been using information gleaned from survey to formulate a plan to take the borough in a direction in concert with the University that would be beneficial to all. Therefore, given the abrupt change in leadership and the termination of employment of two individuals on the borough payroll and the hiring of anew solicitor he’s thinking there must be a bigger plan to justify all of these actions. What is that plan? Also given that the residents continue to pay three times their normal sewer bill charge from your present and existing sewer infrastructure a project that appears to be going nowhere there must be a plan. Where is the money going? All we have to show for it now is more cost and litigation and rusting materials. He stated to Mrs. Chambers as borough council president you must have a plan, a strategic plan, for that matter. Can we see that plan so we can have confidence in the direction you are taking this borough, show us a plan and he will be quiet.  Assuming you can’t answer my questions I ask the council vice president to provide us as to the nature of a plan to take this borough forward; a plan to meet the needs of a town with great potential and make it a place where more people want to live; a plan to build new and affordable housing. He stated to Mr. Gardner that he went on record indicating that he has a lot to say and we’d love to hear the plan council leadership has developed. What is that plan? Mr. Gardner stated we’ll have it. Mr. Sears thanked him and stated to ladies and gentlemen he has earned the right to address this council which I’ve done so in a polite forthright manner, expecting common courtesy answers to his questions regarding the leadership and management of this borough of which he is a resident. He has learned in over 34 years of public service as a naval officer and an educational leader that if the leader cannot address the questions or concern of those that he or she leads then that person has no business being in a position of leadership. A leader has a duty, a moral obligation to do the right thing for those he or she leads.  Finally, before Mrs. Urick challenges him he stated that he has not been to Zulu Street but I expect Council leadership to have been there to see first hand what the problems are so they can advocately address the concern of the resident who live up on that street and take appropriate action to correct any problems. He stated that he was not elected to do that. He thanked council for their time and he appreciates their answers. Mrs. Chambers stated first of all council has had the courage to cancel a design that was not appropriate for this town for a sewage treatment plant and a pump station. In doing so we saved $15,000,000.00 dollars. Now we are working diligently in working on putting all these bids together, getting all our permits, getting the DEP’s okay. We are going to put infrastructure out in the Malden area which will bring housing, which will bring students for our school systems which will bring customers for our downtown area. We started to look at this project very very closely when we realized we were digging a 70 foot hole that was going down after 20 feet into water. This was not a good design for us. If we had continued with this, this town would have been bankrupt. So there are things that go on behind the scenes every day something comes up with a policy that perhaps was written many years ago and needs to be adjusted. We are working toward that. You talked about Code Enforcement, if you think the Codes were enforced, walk around the town. Just walk around town and then you tell me that you think they’ve been enforced. We have a lot of things to do, we don’t mind, every single one of us is working hard and we will continue to do so.

Mrs. Chambers asked if anyone else wants to come down and say something. Someone from the audience asked the chairperson of the zoning committee when Mr. Large was still working and rode around in the care with Mr. Large to help him inspect and ride around with him. Miss Roberts stated that she did. The audience member asked then why wasn’t something done about it. Mrs. Chambers stated she tried; your husband and Mr. Weld tried. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Bittner if they sat with Mr. Large and listen to what he said he needed to do a better job. You didn’t want to give him a raise and she thought that was counter productive in that it would destroy morale. The budge of 2008 did not include a raise for Mr. Large and that is fine. Mr. Bittner stated he felt Mr. Large was not working up to his potential and he did not deserve a raise. We were trying to rectify a situation and then in April you guys undid by giving him a raise. Mrs. Chambers thought that would have given him a boost in morale and we sat with him and gave him a full time secretary, computers, give him everything he needed and it still didn’t work. Miss Roberts stated she would like to answer Mrs. Bittner’s question. She stated when she first started working with Mr. Large in January 2008 she felt extremely bad for him because he was one person who had to cover this entire town and at that time she had figured out there were approximately 1500 rental units and when you said 1900 she almost fell over. But at that time that was the calculation. So when she did ride around with Mr. Large about once a week, we checked things. We checked what needed to be written up whatever. Then after I rode around with him about once a week for several months I felt he was working very very hard and I did recommend that his raise be given to him because what she saw he was trying and really working hard. She did recommend his raise be given to him. Shortly after his raise was given to him I know Mr. Melenyzer kind of yelled at her and told her not to ride around in the car with him anymore and said she was keeping him from doing his job. Meanwhile she would go out and check with him on complaints that people had put in and Bruce would write them up. Certain other things occurred and she found out certain other things were happening and those of you that were here last December of 2008 she did make a motion to fire him and she won’t go any further than that. After that I had nothing to do with him. 
BETH BAXTER
She stated that she is from 418 Fifth Street and she is concerned about the amount of money, not anyone’s fault, that had to spent on snow removal and she sees that the majority of that money came out of the liquid fuels fund. She knows council asked to be reimbursed for that. She is curious as to what the borough is doing and she doesn’t know if this should be directed to Mr. Mariscotti or council generally. What are you going to do in terms of improving your roads in the borough when you are down like $50,000.00 and she knows there is no money in the budget for anything like that and certainly when you talk to a lot of people, particularly the people in the country, the roads there are pretty desperate and she knows where she lives is fine and she got that road redone when all this water or sewage or whatever, but there are a lot of places in the borough that are in desperate need and are you developing a plan so that even if we don’t get it done this year we will get it done in two years or what. Mrs. Chambers stated that Mr. Johnson wanted to work with Mr. Tuday, he may have already started, to put together perhaps a ten year plan and talk about different streets and roads that should be done each year as we can afford to do them and specify those and he felt in about an 11 or 12 year cycle we would be repeating those same ones. So I don’t know if he has had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Tuday but he and her had talked about that. We also were very very conservative in that we got some money from some building permits for the conference center at California University and some things that were done up on the hill and that money has been tucked away into a special fund. We talked about if we take the money out of liquid fuels and then reimburse ourselves, or see what the state and/or federal government may give and we are hopeful that we can still proceed with the different streets. She asked Mr. Mariscotti if he wanted to add anything to that. Mr. Mariscotti stated no other than we are going to do as much as we can with what we have left in the budget this year. Mrs. Baxter stated the alleys are bad; they are getting chewed up by the big garbage trucks. Mr. Mariscotti stated that Mr. Vitchoff has in the past 7 or 8 years, have had a pretty good aggressive plan of tarring and chipping the alleys and we are going to hopefully carry that through this summer and try and save the alleys. He has been very successful these past few years, the problem with the streets is the freezing and thaw cycles. The water gets into the crack and one thing we have to get around and seal those cracks and we’ve been using the Trecko it’s a stress receiver and we have a machine and you will see the borough crew around town filling the cracks in the streets and we will continue with that process this year as far as trying to maintain. Mrs. Baxter stated she was just asking and she is not blaming anyone because she knows it is not anyone’s fault. The second thing, real brief, there is going to be a React Screening here on May 10th at the Borough building. She has heard of the React Program and she just did the React study which is for diabetic wellness and heart, basically cardiovascular health., and they are going to offer two of them one here and one in Brownsville and she just wanted to firmly stress to everybody what a great program it is and how very helpful she has found it. They have asked that I make an announcement about that tonight, so people would be aware of it. It is a great program and she urges people if you wanted to participate and you are looking for a healthy life style that this is certainly something to look at. Mrs. Chambers thanked Mrs. Baxter. Mayor Duridnes stated he would like to ask a question. His question is regarding the snow removal and the amount of money that we spent on this. Do we or do we not have some money on reserve for anything. Mrs. Chambers stated for anything, please clarify. Mayor Durdines stated we will assume that we do even though no one is answering the question. Why did we pay for everything out of liquid fuels and cut into our annual paving program when the extra money that we have set aside is there for emergency purposes why not pay it out of there. We had overtime for our street department, overtime for our police department that is going to be reflected in the general fund budget which I have to hear about my overtime expenses from council persons Bridges and Gardner. A lot of this overtime was a result of the storm why not pay this out of our money that is in savings. Mrs. Chambers stated there was a general discussion out in the hallway as a matter of fact that if we took it out of liquid fuels which they said we could and then we can reimburse ourselves it was a book keeping situation is all it was. Miss Roberts asked Elizabeth if she could get something from the state about that. Mrs. Chambers stated it is all borough money. Mayor Duridnes stated that he understand that but he is not going to sit here and say that we are going to cut our paving program and blame it on the snow storm because that’s not the case. We don’t have to cut the program. Miss Roberts stated she knows he didn’t start the snowstorm. Mayor stated that is not what he is saying. He is saying that there is more money here than what we’re admitting that we have. Miss Roberts stated she thinks Elizabeth got something from the State about the liquid fuels money in the middle of all that mess. Mrs. Bridges stated she believes initially we had to take it out of the liquid fuels money to pay those bills, is that correct. Miss Pfrogner stated no we didn’t have to as Casey said we had talked about it and were getting some interest return in our special revenue fund that we have and everything we do get reimbursed should have to go back into our liquid fuels. Mayor Durdines stated he will have to go and get the audit report from last year to tell you how much money we supposedly have in the bank that we can pay for this stuff. We do not need to cut the paving program this summer because of the snow storm. Mrs. Chambers stated here was the idea also; the general fund special revenue which we took from getting the permits from California University and there is $225, 054. 20 now that is getting us interest. The liquid fuels was less than half of that so it was not getting us much interest at all, so we took out of that, collect the interest on the special revenue account and then put it back into liquid fuels. It is just a book keeping thing. Mayor Durdines stated okay. Mr. Gardner asked the Mayor if he was referring to those other accounts that they have. Mayor stated yes. Mr. Gardner stated that is what he is referring to. Mrs. Chambers stated and she just told him what that was. Mr. Gardner stated that his point being is that Beth brought up not only roads but alley ways and First Street, I don’t know what you would call that, but since that is not going up through there he thinks what he is asking is can we use that money from any of those accounts to at least make some improvements within the borough. Mrs. Chambers stated we just said we would reimburse the liquid fuels. Mayor Durdines stated as long as we are not cutting into the annual paving project and blaming it on the snow storm. Mr. Alfano stated over the last 5 or 6 years we’ve been getting less and less projects done. 

Mr. Mariscotti stated in reference to your question, Fayette Engineering has no billing past March 23. Mrs. Fowkes stated that is all she wanted to know. Mr. Mariscotti stated he just had to sit and look at the bill. There are charges prior to but nothing after. The 22nd was his last day. 
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Miss Vitchoff asked how much they drew down from the Pennvest account by chance, does anybody know. The Pennvest account isn’t that the... Mrs. Chambers stated she can’t do that at this moment, no. Miss Vitchoff asked if she would get that if she put in a right to know request. Mrs. Chambers stated you sure would. Miss Vitchoff stated that she mentioned that she had the courage to do, to save the borough $15,000,000.00 dollars. Mrs. Chambers stated yes that is correct. Miss Vitchoff stated she has a list and she needed some clarification on some of these things, the lawsuit. Well lets just start with how much did we pay for the plan from Chester Engineering about 1.5 million. Mrs. Chambers stated a million dollars she does believe, is that the contract that Artie signed. Miss Vitchoff stated which one did you put a stop to. Mrs. Chambers stated we put a stop to construction. Miss Vitchoff asked if they put a stop to the construction of the project itself. Mrs. Chambers stated yes. Miss Vitchoff asked if Fayette Engineering made another design for us. Mrs. Chambers stated yes and they are working on that. They took us to Brownsville and they showed us 5.2 million dollar sewage treatment plant that would do the job very adequately for us as opposed to something that would cost 26 -30 million dollars. Miss Vitchoff stated she is just looking to see if her figures are correct because it looks to her like, and please tell her if she’s wrong, the tax payers are right now up against about 7.25 million dollars as a result of the sewage project we’re paying for the design from Chester, we are going to pay for a design from Fayette, we are being sued for 2.8, she rounded it down to about 2.75 million, and these are all millions, and then Chivers did we, we had to pay them about 1.5 million. Mrs. Chambers stated no. Miss Vitchoff stated no then how much. Mrs. Chambers stated a little over $800,000.00. Miss Vitchoff stated okay so almost a million. Mrs. Chambers stated if you think that is almost a million, fine. Miss Vitchoff stated well then that is $200,000.00 left that is kind of like 10 dollars and 8 dollars and 8 dollars is almost 10 dollars. Mrs. Chambers stated throw out your numbers dear. Miss Vitchoff stated so what she is concerned about, Mrs. Bridges, how are we going to cover it, where is this money going to come from. Is it tax payer money for the law suit? Mrs. Bridges stated she can’t answer that because she wasn’t here when all this went on. Miss Vitchoff stated okay. Being the financial person do you have a plan for this or where are we thinking that this money is going to come from. Mrs. Chambers stated we have enough money committed to build the sewage treatment plant and the pump station and do the Malden infrastructure. Miss Vitchoff stated what about the law suit. What about the money we have to pay. Mrs. Chambers stated what about the lawsuit. Miss Vitchoff stated that is what she is asking how are you going to pay for that. Mrs. Chambers stated the law suit is a law suit it doesn’t mean that they are going to get what they are asking for, does it. Miss Vitchoff stated it does. Mrs. Chambers stated oh no it doesn’t Miss Vitchoff stated even if it is a half million it is still our money, it is still the tax payers money. Mrs. Chambers stated that is true, you are absolutely right. Miss Vitchoff asked how much can the council and the borough and the tax payer pay for the rebar that is sitting and doing nothing. Mrs. Chambers stated the rusting rebar. Miss Vitchoff stated the rusting rebar. Mrs. Chambers stated the rusting rebar that Chester Engineers did not specify be coated be epoxy coated that was their mistake and it is rusting, yes we have to pay for it. You are right; they made a huge mistake there. Miss Vitchoff stated okay, so we can’t use this rebar. Mrs. Chambers stated we are trying to sell it yes maybe somebody can use it. Miss Vitchoff stated okay so it was like around $100,000.00. Mrs. Chambers stated she can’t tell her that she doesn’t know. Miss Vitchoff stated that her figures, but she’s not sure they are accurate so she will come back to that next meeting. But she did find in one of the minutes that it was suggested that rebar be sold for scrap and you got a bid for $2,500.00 now that is a big loss for the tax payers. Mrs. Chambers stated alright what do you want me to do. Miss Vitchoff stated well that is what she asking. Mrs. Chambers stated I don’t know where you got your number; you just pull them out of the air don’t you. Miss Vitchoff stated no. Mrs. Chambers stated then give her the back up. Why are you asking her what this costs and what that costs if you have the back up to come up with 7.25 million dollars where did you get that figure? Miss Vitchoff stated she just told her that we paid about 1 million for Chester’s design, how much more for Fayette’s design. Mrs. Chambers stated we are working on that as we speak. Miss Vitchoff stated so you don’t have any idea. Mrs. Chambers stated you can ask for that that is in one of there proposals to us, but I can’t tell you the number right now. Miss Vitchoff stated her last question is about a couple years ago when you were the person who was in charge of the sewage committee a promise was made to the citizens that this rate, the $40.00 + a month that they are paying for a billing cycle, would be revisited and perhaps it would be lower. This is years later and you have not revisited it yet. Mrs. Chambers stated we look at the figures all the time and there is no way we can lower that right now. We should be grateful it’s not $80.00 a month because that is the direction we were going in. Miss Vitchoff stated well how about the money that you are collecting and some of the monies in the other account. Mrs. Chambers stated well first of all we have a debt service in June of $699,000.00 that we have to pay we collect about $425,000.00 if it wasn’t for the payment from Cal U we would all be bankrupt. It is true very true, that should have been taken into consideration before a design was foisted upon us that did not meet our economic requirements. Miss Vitchoff stated that her final comment then is part comment part question; things should be taken into consideration perhaps not so by the actions and things that are passed across this council should be considered before they take eminent action. 
The line that is coming in here did they he hear you say that was going to be an 8” line. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct. It is a 4” line right now. Mr. Harris stated yes it is a 4” pressure line. Is the 8” gravity. Mrs. Chambers stated it is pressure. Mr. Harris stated so it is going to be an 8” pressure line. Mr. Alfano stated take a look at that hose it is full all the time, when that pump runs that hose is full. Mr. Harris stated that is one of the places where some of the things you have to look at, you have to go back whenever this was all laid out, some of you people where here and some of you weren’t, but that was the idea of coming through Granville and going with gravity flow where that line was going to be replaced. We knew that line was bad. Mr. Mariscotti stated that will be a down hill line, it will have pressure but there will be flow to it, that is what’s nice it will have drop to it. Mr. Harris stated so it will have to go into the plant now, is that what you are saying, are you going to have flow into another lift station down by the wharf or will it still get pumped back. Mr. Alfano stated no that is connected to Mechanic street and it will go straight down Mechanic Street. Mr. Mariscotti stated the line will get replaced with an 8” pressure but will also have gravity on it. Artie stated that 4” line right now goes to Union Street, and then it goes down. Mr. Bittner stated we cut it off now and put it into the new manhole. Mr. Harris stated originally it went to Ash Street and by the way if people would realize and understand that we were told if you get 20 years out of a line we’re doing good. So we did real good with that line, so we knew that was coming. That is one of the things that is done. Mr. Harris stated let me tell you about a lift station, when we went down and hit water. I went and looked at two of them for the sewage plant and they are underneath the river. That means nothing, water means nothing when you pour concrete and you fix it up. We walked down 60 some steps at the one up, he forgot the name but Doug could tell you, we walked down the steps and saw that. The water part has nothing to do with as far as that lift station. Lets understand something else whenever you come back and you said that a lot of money has been saved for that plant, well a lot of money has actually been wasted too! But you have to go back when the first figures were looked at; it was not 12.6 million dollars which was awarded by council okay. Yes should have they looked at that in that point of time instead of doing some of the other infrastructure, possibly. Malden has been on the book since 1988 and it has been on council since then to get sewage up there. You need the infrastructure but you also have to watch where we are going with the rate and I think that is why you need to look at it because if he remember the last meeting, sitting at this table when he sat in on rates, to set them up they were suppose to be looked at in 6 months drop them down and then look at them in another six months and drop them down and I think that is something that should be. As far as the kind of rates we are looking at now, I don’t know if we’re going to be able to pay them. Mr. Alfano stated that he did a calculation about a month ago and if the bids come in the way they say they are going to come in we may be able to sustain at $42.00 per month for sewage and I think that is good. Mr. Harris stated but what he is talking about those rates now; let me give you an example, his neighbor had to pay $400 and some dollars for a permit, $75.00 to the borough to add a $12,000.00 addition onto his house, which before would have been $128.00. Mr. Alfano stated he thought we were talking about sewage. Mr. Harris stated we are this will tie in. Now you take like that, people are going to look at that, go to the sewage where your rates are now, lets take a commercial rate. I hope you know we can’t make money on that sewage. You can’t make a bundle and if you’re making a bundle you have to adjust your rates down. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t know how Mr. Harris thinks we’re making a bundle when we have a debt service of 10,000,000.00 or more, Mrs. Chambers stated 11.2. Mr. Harris stated you had a debt fee before too and it go paid off and we didn’t have the rates where they are now and that’s what you got to look at. Mr. Alfano stated it’s not comparable Art. Mr. Harris stated that is your opinion. Mr. Alfano stated that is his opinion, when we first wanted to discuss these rates Chester turned their backs on us, intelligent engineers with mathematical wizards they would not help us for one second to establish a rate. Mr. Harris asked when did you establish the rates Mr. Alfano. Mr. Alfano stated in 2007 before he went off council. Mr. Harris stated you did that is right and didn’t I sit in a meeting with Chester Engineers so don’t tell a lie that they turned their backs on us. Mr. Alfano stated Chester did not contribute anything.  Mr. Harris stated that is a lie.  Miss Vitchoff stated Mr. Alfano with all due respect, I’m referring to Mr. Brower in November 2008 and with all due respect for his estimations of like when you know somethings going to come in, when the bid was open for $2500.00 for the rebar he said you should probally get about $30,000.00 - $40,000.00 for it. Now we’re a year and some months later and the rebar is still sits there and we paid whatever we paid for it close to maybe $100,000.00, and I’m going to get those figures I will put a right to know in for that, because the figures I have are from your documents, but she’ll make sure that she double checks them and with all due respect for him I would ask that we look at where our taxpayers money is going. Mr. Alfano stated you need to go around to some of these other towns who just go sewage and ask them what they are paying. What do you think Center West is going to pay when they get done lucky if they pay $80.00 a month, lucky. 
Gardner motion to adjourn 9.30 pm
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