Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, July 14, 2011 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER: President Sheila Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
ATTENDANCE: Mr. Glab, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mayor Durdines
ABSENT: Miss Roberts, Mr. Mariscotti
MOMENT OF SILENCE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Mayor removed the Police uniforms 

Mayor added an executive session on Personnel followed by two motions regarding the full time officer hired at the last meeting.

Mrs. Bridges requested to discuss real estate in executive session

Mrs. Chambers – Meter removal from Green Street

Mr. Bittner removed – Part time Secretary

Mrs. Chambers stated the agenda is adopted
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Regular meeting June 9, 2011 
                                                    Continued meeting of June 22, 2011

Motion by Bridges/Alfano to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of June 9, 2011 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Bridges/Alfano to approve the minutes of the continued meeting of June 22, 2011 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT  
No public comment at this time

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT – MS. EVANS

Ms. Evans read the accounts payable and account balances as of June 30, 2011
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS
REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Mrs. Chambers stated that last meeting they went into executive session to discuss police personnel.

AUDITORS 

Mrs. Chambers announced that we are getting feedback and should have the prices from the letters we sent.

GRANT WRITER

Mrs. Chambers stated she is pursuing getting a grant writer and she did get some information from Cal U but needs more information before she formally brings it to council.

REQUEST FOR PARKING METER REMOVAL

Mrs. Chambers stated she has a request from Jerry Cypher for removal of a parking meter from Jerry Cypher near his property at Second & Green Street. He has requested that we remove one more meter because the meter is close to his garage. If someone would park at the meter they would block partial access to his garage. She is asking Council to approve that and we would have to give Cal U a credit if indeed it is approved to remove that meter. She asked for a motion to remove that meter on Green Street. Mr. Alfano asked if Jeff or Casey if we should post some other road sign there to say not anymore parking from there to the end of the street so buses have enough room to swing around there. Mr. Durdines stated there will not be anymore spaces there because that is where the garages are located. Mrs. Chambers stated there will be a yellow line there. 

Motion was made by Alfano/Glab to remove the meter on Green Street to allow for egress of the town house parking garages. Under discussion Mr. Glab stated therefore no one will be parking there; not a resident, not someone visiting that resident, it will be no parking and if a police officer goes by and there is a car there it is legal game for a ticket, it that correct. Mrs. Chambers stated yes because there are garages there and you can’t park in the driveway to the garage. Mayor asked if they should restate the motion to state they are removing the parking space and not just removing the meter. He stated we know we are taking out the parking space but if someone argues it and says you just took out the meter not the space. Mr. Glab stated you need to make it defined and definite that this is not a parking space and that you will be cited if you park there. Mr. Alfano suggested painting a yellow line right up to the driveway. 

Motion was made by Alfano/Glab to remove the meter on Green Street to allow for egress of the town house parking garages duly carried with Mr. Glab, Mr. Alfano, Mrs. Chambers, Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Bittner voting no. 

FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES

PAYMENT OF BILLS

Motion was made by Bridges/Bittner to pay the bills. Under discussion Mr. Glab questioned the police department bill for $300.00. Mrs. Bridges stated she looked at that yesterday. Mr. Glab stated he did not sign off on that one it was a core charge. 

Motion amended Bridges/Bittner to pay the bills except the questioned bill from Davies Ford pending investigation of the item in question duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

RENEWAL OF INSURANCE

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to renew the following 2011 insurances; Public Entity - $35,036.02, Property Insurance - $15,793.00, Workers Compensation and Municipal Liability - $68,363.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
Mrs. Bridges added that the Public Entity did increase slightly and the property insurance went down slightly so it is basically a wash to what is was last year. The worker’s compensation did go up approximately $6,000.00.
MID MON VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY LOCAL MATCH

Mrs. Bridges stated we received notification that we owe $2,425.06 which is over doubled from last year but it is her understanding we have no choice since we are part of the authority and we have to pay it. 

Motion by Bridges/Glab approving to pay the Local Match payment to the Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority for 2011-2012 in the amount of $2,425.06 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Glab asked what the reason was for the increase. Mrs. Bridges stated they said that there was a hold on increases but that had expired and now they were able to go back to the Municipalities and raise the amounts. She stated she had called them and since we are a member of the authority we have no choice. 

CENTRAL WESTMORELAND COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

Mrs. Bridges stated this vehicle purchasing program is up for renewal and the fee is $175.00 so at this time she is making a motion;

Motion by Bridges/ Bittner  to approve the renewal of the Central Westmoreland Council of Governments vehicle purchasing program at a fee of $175.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.
Mr. Glab asked if we are not still on a rotation voting anymore. Mrs. Chambers asked what he meant. He stated in the past the roll call votes were rotated so every member has a first vote. Mrs. Chambers stated we can switch them up.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER
EXTENSION OF MUNICIPAL WASTE CONTRACT – COUNTY HAULING
Mr. Bittner stated he wants to extend the Municipal Waste contract with County Hauling for another year and asked Mr. DeHaas how to make that motion. Mr. DeHaas stated the motion should be to authorize the proper officers to sign the contract which will extend the existing contract for a one year period at the same price and under the same terms and conditions.

Motion by Bittner/Alfano to authorize the proper officers to sign the contract which will extend  the existing contract for a one year period at the same price and under the same terms and conditions duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

BACKFLOW TEST ON WATER LINE

Mr. Bittner stated we need the back flow test done on our water line coming into the building. Every year Pennsylvania American water mandates that this be done. The cost is about $200.00 last year by Roto Rooter.

Motion made by Bittner/Glab to have the backflow test done for approximately $200.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO

ZONING REPORT

Mr. Alfano reported that the Zoning Office took in $7,924.00 in permit fees for the past month. Two applications for the Zoning Hearing Board and various other zoning permit fees and that brings us to a grand total of $45,626.75 for the year. As far as code violations those guys have been busy and we’ve had 21 new code violations investigated for various trash & debris, trash and some other abandoned houses and so forth and 26 on going investigations most of which have been resolved. As you can see there is a lot of activity going on here. Mr. Alfano thought he had forwarded an email from HMT to all of council and he just found out that he did not and apologized for that. He has printed it out and it is a proposal that will get us more coverage in our zoning office by having Mr. Cottrill for 8 hours a day for three days and 2 four hours a day for a total of 32 hours versus the 36 hours we expending on the zoning right now with two guys. Mrs. Chambers stated so Monday through Friday there will be someone in the office. Mr. Alfano stated yes and the only afternoons off will be Tuesday and Thursday afternoons to do two other local municipalities, Coal Center and East Beth. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks this is good. Mr. Alfano stated he would like council to think about this and we could try it out for a month and see if it will better serve us. He thinks it is imperative that we have someone in that office on a daily basis because of the activity that is going on and it seems like our citizens aren’t being able to get action when they need it. With all the construction going on they need some extra coverage there too. If it was going to be expending more dollars then he would say we have to vote on it, but we are just reducing and switching the hours around. Mrs. Chambers stated she likes his idea to try it. Mayor Durdines stated how much is it going to cost. Mrs. Chambers stated it is reducing it by 4 hours a week. Mayor stated he understand that but how much is it going to cost, not how many hours are they going to be here. Mr. Alfano stated our bill was $3,990.00 for those services so it’s probably going to reduce it by a few hundred dollars. He think it is billed at $30.00 an hour. Mr. Glab stated if they are overworked now at 36 hours a week he doesn’t understand how reducing their hours is going to help them catch up on the work load in the borough especially with all the inspections coming forward. Mayor stated he thought that is why we were talking about bringing in a full time person was to deal with this. Mr. Alfano stated yes and we are still looking at that. Mrs. Chambers stated what is happening is that Dan and Sam were here at the same time and off at the same time so there were blank days when no one was there, where this way there will only be two afternoons when one of the inspectors will not be there and it will be covered except for those two afternoons. Mr. Glab stated that’s fine but you are still getting 4 less hours of work whether that is 4 hours for one person or 2 hours for two people and if we have a void and there is still unmet needs you’re going to have even more unmet needs because you have 4 hours less of individuals here doing the work. Mrs. Chambers asked if we were still advertising for a full timer. Mr. Alfano stated we tabled that the last meeting because he doesn’t think we could get the coverage that we need if we’re only going to advertise it in the Herald Standard. He doesn’t think we will get a fair shake of applicants. Mrs. Chambers stated it needs to be in a couple of other papers. Mr. Alfano stated even if we advertise it tomorrow it will be 3 or 4 months by the time we get applications, interview, and hire someone. We have to do something in the mean time. Mr. Glab asked if he is asking for action on this tonight you are just asking council to think about it for the next meeting, on this proposal. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t see why when it is just switching hours around. Mr. Glad stated he could see if we were switching 36 hours for 36 hours that is fine. His point is that we’re switching 36 hours for 32 hours.  Mayor agreed. Mayor Durdines stated it is $3,990.00 per month that we pay, correct. Mr. Alfano stated that is correct. Mayor Durdines stated so that is almost $48,000.00 a year we’re spending for not even full time coverage. Mrs. Chambers asked him to go back to Harvey and see if he can give us Sam. Mr. Alfano stated hey how much do you want to pay for it he’ll give us 46 hours a week. Mr. Durdines stated he doesn’t think this make good financial sense to pay a company almost $50,000.00 and not get the amount of work out of them that we all agree that we need and then we’re cutting the hours by four, like Chip pointed out. Mr. Durdines stated this is fine for today because we can’t go without but this needs a good hard look, but we can’t just say they’ll come five days a week for 32 hours. Mr. Alfano stated he still thinks we need to have someone in there every day of the week. Mayor stated that he is not disputing that, he is disputing the amount of time. Mrs. Chambers stated we can chat with Harvey and see what they can come up with. Mr. Alfano stated that is fine. 
UCC APPEALS BOARD MEMBERS

Mr. Alfano stated he would like to talk with council about this in executive session before he make a recommendation to council as well as the agreement for the Catone property.

Mr. Glab asked Mr. Alfano about 866 Wood Street which was discussed last week about the lady and her agreements.  Last week the individual was on vacation is he since re-initiated the citations and is the judicial process against these individuals. Mr. Alfano stated ye she has already had Jeff’s crew cut the grass. They have been actively searching the owner of the property since he no longer lives there and he is in New York somewhere. They cannot get an address for him to send him a notice of violation. So probably Dan and Ernie can put there heads together and come up with something. We can put a lien on the property for the funds we’re expending to keep the grass cut. Mr. Bittner asked if the former wife in contact with the zoning department. Mr. Alfano stated she is not an owner of the property. She will answer the phone and talk to Dan but she is not an owner of the property so we can’t do any charges against her. Mr. Glab stated this guy when he was here was an employee of the State, the University, was he not. Mr. Alfano stated yes but he lost that job years ago. Mr.Alfano added that he supposedly is working in a small college in New York somewhere. The former wife doesn’t have any address for him just a phone number that he doesn’t answer. Mr. Glab stated so in the mean time the borough is saddled with maintaining the property. Mr. Alfano stated yes just to keep the rodent population down and keep the neighbors from complaining. Mr. Alfano asked the Chief if he could track him down. Chief stated absolutely. Mr. Alfano stated they have sent registered letters to the Ruffolo properties as well and there is a substantial amount of money spent by the borough to maintain most of those. We are going to have to look at some of those to start proceeding in condemnation and whatever. Mr. Glab asked if his are still being rented. Mr. Alfano stated no they are all vacant. Mr.Bittner stated they had him in front of the magistrate the other day, but he talked to them this morning and he won’t answer his phone but his brother will answer but his brother is not a responsible party since he is not an owner. 
PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GLAB

Mr. Glab stated the things that he would normally talk about under his report are under the Mayor’s report. 

Mr. Bittner asked if under the public safety report if the animal control person provides a report. Ms. Evans stated yes it is in your packets tonight. Mr. Bittner stated just so we’re getting something from her explaining her costs.
PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI
Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. Mariscotti had a bit of an emergency so she asked Jeff Tuday if there is anything they should be talking about tonight. Mr. Tuday stated we had a street sweeper demo on Friday and he will get a price on that for council.  Mr. Tuday stated Kaukonen Drive was repaired by loggers and gas well drillers so the residents should be happy.

PERSONNEL – MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges had nothing to report at this time

ENGINEERS REPORT – MR. BROWER

PAYMENT REQUEST - MALDEN/GRANVILLE PROJECT 

Mr. Brower read the payment requests #8 for the contractors; Contract #1, Glenn Johnson, Inc., Application 6- for $17, 293.80; Contract #2,Greensburg Environmental, Application #2, $4,866.46; Contract #3, Keegan Electric Company, Inc., Application #2, $19,931.00. He recommends payment for these from the bond.

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to approve payment request #8 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

TAP IN LETTERS

Mr. Brower stated the work up there, except the complaints he received tonight, is essentially complete and he recommends the borough release tap in notices at the end of this month for the Malden & Granville areas. Mr. Bittner stated he talked with Ms. Evans and she will include the information both she and Mr. Glab got for some financial help that may be available to some people that meet the criteria. He added if anyone wants that information stop and see Shirley for that information. Mr. Glab asked if there is time frame that they must be tapped in. Mr. Brower stated yes they have 90 days and whether tapped in or not after that point they start paying a bill. Mr. Glab stated if someone doesn’t have city water, since they just extended it out to those areas in the last few years, how does the billing process work? Mr. Brower stated they will probably have to pay a flat rate but that would better addressed by the Solicitor. Mr. DeHaas stated he needs to take a look at the rates and the ordinance because if it is not addressed it should be addressed. There are ordinances that make provisions for that and a bill is still appropriate obviously. 

Mr. Brower stated he also has an issue he needs to discuss with council in executive session concerning a sewage issue

MAIN PUMP STATION

Mr. Brower stated they’ve got the bulk of the heavy work done, they got the footers in place, and they’ll start blocking the building up if they haven’t already started that. We expect it to be done by the end of August. 

PAYMENT REQUEST FOR CONTRACTORS

Payment request #6, Contract #1, Greensburg Environmental, Application #5, $175,851.08. Contract #2, Bronder Technical Services, Application #3, $26,640.00, Contract #3, Superior Utility Excavating, Application #3, $12,831.27.

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to pay the contractors in Payment Request #6 duly carried with all members present voting yes.

PEACH STREET SEWER LINE REMEDIATION

Mr. Brower stated he was calling it Union Street but it is Peach Alley. He stated the line is a bad state of repair and was brought to his attention by the Borough’s sewer department. It is in such a bad state of repair he doesn’t feel comfortable putting the borough’s camera in the line and there is no locator on their camera. He would like approval to spend up to $3,000.00 to bring an outside contractor in to clean the line, camera it, and locate it so we can prepare documents to bid it and remediate it.

Motion by Bittner/Alfano to authorize Fayette Engineering to spend up to $3,000.00 on an outside contractor to clean the line, camera it, and locate it duly carried with all members present voting yes.

INDUSTRIAL PARK PUMP STATION GENERATOR

Mr. Brower stated the Industrial Park Pump Station generator is not working and has not been working for a long time. He asked council if they would like Fayette to put a package together and bid that so we could have the generator replaced. It is a key generator now because you’re pumping from Granville into it and it takes all of the Industrial Park so it needs to be made operational. He will take a look at it and see if it is the correct size. Mr. Bittner stated they have rebuilt it at one time already. Mr. Brower stated he took a quick look at it and it will probably be cheaper to buy new. Mr. Bittner stated even when it was working from new they told him it never worked correctly. Mrs. Chambers stated so Art should have authority to proceed with a proposal as to what needs to be done. Mr. Brower stated it will probably exceed $10,000.00 so it would need to be advertised and bid. 

Motion by Bittner/Glab to authorize Fayette Engineer to solicit bids for a new generator for the Malden Pump Station duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

DAISYTOWN SEWER 
Mayor & Art are working on a feasibility study to see what and how much it will take to do that and they will bring it back to council 

KNOB ROAD LINE EXTENSION
Mr. Brower stated this has been discussed at a few meetings and he thinks the option to be selected is to extend it up the side of the road as far as we can afford to and you want to put an arbitrary limit on that, say 25,000.00, and let it see how far it takes us. That is essentially what the bore would cost us. He thinks it would be better for future use rather than to bore under the road. 

Motion by Bittner/Glab to extend the Knob Road sewer line for a price not to exceed $25,000.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
Mr. Brower stated that job came in essentially 15% lower than the engineer’s estimate and is probably going to close out 10%-15% less than the contracted value so it is still under budget with these changes. 

MAYOR’S REPORT – CASEY DURDINES

EXTENDED WARRANTY – 2011 DODGE CHARGER
Mayor stated he would like to purchase the extended warranty on the 2011 Dodge Charger police vehicle at a cost of $2,495.00 to taken out of the gaming revenue funds. 

Motion by Glab/Bittner to purchase the extended warranty on the 2011 Dodge Charger police vehicle at a cost of $2,495.00 to taken out of the gaming revenue funds duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

Mayor stated he was approached by the School District concerning the School Resource Officer (SRO) for 2011-2012 school year. At this time they are not asking that we say! 00% yes we want to participate in that but they are asking if we are willing to entertain discussions on that matter so they know which way to go. He asked council for a motion that we say at least we are willing to participate in a talk with them and he can arrange a meeting with the School District and any member of council that is interested. Mrs. Chambers asked council their wishes. Mr. Alfano stated we don’t need a motion, talk is free. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION- 

Council went into executive session at 7:15 pm
Council reconvened at 8:05 pm

Mrs. Chambers reported that the first item in executive session was police personnel.

DECLINE OF FULL TIME POSITION AND RESIGNATIN OF PART TIME POSITION – OFFICER WESLEY SHEETS

Mayor Durdines stated Officer Wes Sheets received a better offer at his current position so decided to stay there. Officer Sheets also gave us a letter of resignation as a part time police officer and at this time he would like council to approve his resignation.
Motion by Bittner/Alfano to accept the resignation of Officer Wes Sheets duly carried with all members present stating aye.

BOROUGH PROPERTY- POTENTIAL SALE

Mrs. Bridges stated we went into an executive session to discuss a potential sale of some borough property at some point.

UCC APPEALS BOARD

Mr. Alfano stated we have been soliciting for folks that are willing to serve on the UCC Appeals Board whenever it is called for. At this time he would like to present three candidates to occupy this board.
Motion by Alfano/Bridges to appoint Ronald A. Parshall to the UCC Appeals Board with a term expiring on Dec. 31, 2012 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Alfano/Bridges to appoint Keven G. Clancy to the UCC Appeals Board with a term expiring Dec. 31, 2013 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Alfano/Bridges to appoint Ken Kulak Jr. to the UCC Appeals Board with a term expiring Dec. 31, 2014 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

CATONE APPEAL

Mr. Alfano stated the Catone appeal that came through the Planning Commission, we’ve had our Solicitor digging through the Ordinances on this matter and he has concluded that the definition of “family” in the current ordinance will not allow for any other transitory residents in that property other than the family members. So there will be a letter drafted that will come to the Catone family alerting them of this decision. Until the ordinance is changed or the zoning district is changed that is going to be the case. This is not just to deal with this one single property there are several properties that have been outside of the zone and have been occupied by multiple unrelated folks who are typically students and we have come up with a plan that we can legally go after these properties and either get them to comply or do what we have to do legally. It’s been a long time coming but we have finally figured out a way to do this. 

SEWER PROBLEM – LEGAL ISSUES

Mrs. Chambers stated the other topic of discussion in executive session was a sewer issue and we think someone is doing something that is not legal and our solicitor will look into and will follow through on that. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – ERNIE DEHAAS
EARNED INCOME TAX & LOCAL SERVICE TAX ORDINANCE
Mr. DeHaas stated that council had asked him to review the model ordinances on EIT and LST tax and he has done so. He stated it is apparent that it would be in the borough’s best interest to adopt ordinances on both of those subjects that follow these model ordinances. Mrs. Chambers stated this is a county wide model. Mr. DeHaas stated the purpose of this is to make sure that Municipalities that impose these taxes have an ordinance which is up to date with the Local Tax Enabling Act, since there has been some changes in that Act in recent years, and the second is an attempt to make these ordinances across the county uniform which if the same collector is collecting these taxes it will make it much easier for that collector to enforce the ordinance. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is a deadline that his has to be accomplished by. Mr. DeHaas stated that request from the county that this action be taken by October 15th. If you did adopt these Ordinances they would become effective January 1, 2012, so if it is the will of council to do that what he thinks they ought to do is authorize him to draft Ordinances to submit to council and authorize the advertisement of those Ordinances so that process can start before council’s next meeting. Mrs. Chambers asked for a motion.

Motion made by Bridges/Alfano to authorize the Solicitor to draft the Earned Income Tax and Local Service Tax Ordinance and to authorize the advertisement of both ordinances duly carried with all members present voting yes.

OLD BUSINESS

No old business at this time

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Alfano stated he has been given an old seal from the old Planning Commission that our current Planning Commission came across and they asked if council has no objection that it be turned over to the Historical Society for part of their artifacts. No one from council objected.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS
PEG FAWCETT

Mrs. Fawcett stated she is one of the nine people that made complaints about the zoning. She thanked council and stated it took 350 days to get a nice response, a legal response, and they are glad there is a plan; they can’t wait for some action and resolution to this problem. She stated we have five people here and we appreciate it. It just seems like a really long time and they were getting frustrated and we just want the resolution to occur.

Mrs. Chambers stated our solicitor thinks we can really do something legally here and that is our next response is to go after them legally. Mrs. Fawcett stated the house next door is in the same situation too, the old Marshall house.  She stated they love their neighborhood at Wilkins and Green and they want it to stay it R1 and maintain the neighborhood. We have young couples moving in and she is looking forward to some action and resolution.

AILENE CATONE
Mrs. Catone stated she owns 316 Ash Street and for all of you who don’t know they purchased this house last year and they were not informed of the codes and the ordinances correctly. There was some miscommunication so at the time they purchased the house she didn’t know who was going to live in the house, but her son has 3 of his friends that she personally knows live in this house and they are all mature adults. In November she was sent a letter from the Zoning office saying that she was in violation of the code and the very next day she called Mr. Cottrill, the zoning officer, and asked what she could do. She stated she didn’t want to break any laws but she wasn’t clear on the codes. Her son is on the deed to the property and he maintains the property. When she spoke to Mr. Cottrill he said besides taking those kids out we could talk with the solicitor and talk with the council and try to get an amended but he would let her know and call her back. She has made (35) thirty –five attempts to the office to resolve this, she has gone through everything. She applied for a rezoning and paid a $650.00 fee that obviously didn’t get to the right place because we all know it was mixed up on that. She stated her property is 3 feet from the line and they have student rentals on this side and rentals on the other side and rental behind them and when she talked to Mr. Cottrill he was offering her the opportunity for her to ask either a variance or allow it to be looked at. She has been upset thinking she’s done something wrong. Ryan has had no complaints and there has been no police calls to the house and the neighbors seem to be fine with them. She met with the Planning Commission last month and they were all very nice and they came up with a suggestion to allow the kids to stay in the house until they graduated next year, which she was happy with but she still wanted to be able to offer students to live there in the future for students that she knows personally and were from Hempfield or people that Ryan knows personally. It will not be just a rental home that she collects rents, check credit on complete strangers. That was to be brought up and last month when council met here she understands that she was the only property owner that came forth, her taxes are paid on time. She understands some of these rental properties don’t even pay their taxes until sheriff sales, so they are trying to do their part to be good citizens and she understands about residential areas but she felt that because of the miscommunication and where they are located, right next to the rental area, and that these were mature people in this house that maybe they could be looked upon as an exception and it felt that way last month at the meeting. She doesn’t know what the letter will say. Can the kids stay or do they have to leave, it is now July and school starts in a month. Does anyone have an answer? Mrs. Chambers stated she don’t believe there will be an exception. Mrs. Catone stated she was given the wrong information between Patsy and her and her husband. There was miscommunication to us and she feels things should have been disclosed correctly. When she called in November it should have been resolved so she could have told these kids they have to move at the end of May, and now it is July where are these kids going to go. Sure you can go to Vulcan Village and pay $600.00 but that is ridiculous. She stated she said she would pay for whatever the costs are and Mr. Alfano starts every sentence with how much money she’s earning per month, and she is willing to do whatever we have to do. They paid more than the asking price for this house and she would like it to be reconsidered. She was in agreement with the Planning Commissions recommendation last month to allow them to stay in the house until May 2012. She thinks that is only fair or asking to rezone it because that is what her application was for originally. Mrs. Chambers stated she feels badly because Mrs. Catone has done everything she is suppose to do but the ordinance is very clear and we just simply have to enforce the ordinance. Mrs. Catone asked if all the other homes that are in the same situation as hers were all sold in the last year and the wrong information was given out to all of them. Mrs. Chambers stated you got caught up in a mess. Mrs. Catone stated than your representatives on council need to make sure they are doing the right things when they are making these real estate transactions. She addressed Patsy stating you are making a real estate transaction to sell the property then you turn around and say you can’t do what you want to do, and they thought they could. 
BETH BAXTER

Mrs. Baxter stated she is here because of the parking problem in town and just recently she paid almost $4,000.00 to get a parking pad that has taken up more than ½ of her back yard so that she can have a place to park because there is no place to park on Fifth Street. She thought that she had served on a committee several years ago that came to council with a proposed resolution to this problem. She went back through the minutes and indeed, at the Regular Council meeting on October 8, 2009 by unanimous vote council agreed that the solicitor should prepare a parking ordinance concerning permit parking with information to guide the preparation of the ordinance being provided to him by the parking committee and council duly carried with all members present voting yes.  This was given to Mr. Melenyzer in October 2009. Nothing has ever been done has it? Mrs. Chambers and Mrs. Bridges responded with a no. Mrs. Baxter and what is even scarier to her is it is just not this which is relatively minor in the big picture but how many other action items are taken by this council that are never followed up on. Is there a list, does the borough secretary keep a list of action items that say okay this was done tonight and two months from now are these taken care of or does it just go on forever and if nobody comes and complains then nothing ever gets done. She stated she was on this committee and Mrs. Gallo headed the committee along time ago. Her computer is gone and she doesn’t have this material anymore. Could she make it again, yea maybe she guesses. But when Mr. Melenyzer was no longer our solicitor was it not his responsibility to hand things over to our current solicitor, and if that wasn’t handed over then where is it. Do we have a copy of it, does the borough have a copy of it. Mrs. Chambers stated she will see if she can get that off of him and council can talk about it. Mrs. Baxter stated they did this to handle it before there were parking problems and now we’re in the midst of no place to park and people paving paradise to put up a parking lot. This would have helped a little bit anyway. Who checks on the action items and that the will of council is being followed up on. Mrs. Bridges stated her point is well taken.

VITO DENTINO

Mr. Dentino stated he has a few issues that basically have to do with housing and HMT issues. First of all he would like to commend council on taking that action on enforcing the ordinance for student housing. He lives in a residential area and he does not want them in his neighborhood either. It is no that he doesn’t want the kids and everything; he deals with it through managing 250 apartments in town. As far as Beth bringing up the passing of issues and not taking action on them last year you passed a more strict garbage ordinance in town and he got a copy of that ordinance and when he sent out bills for all the students that are coming into town this time of year, he sent a copy of that ordinance home to everyone of those parents with their bill and they had to return it him signed that they read that ordinance and they would be strict with furniture that belongs indoors sitting outdoors and garbage not in plastic bags thrown around and getting blown all over the neighborhood and things like that. He complained about that a couple times to zoning and it is still not being enforced. He doesn’t know the address but the orange house on Second Street that you can see out this window with the 7 units are built, there is a garbage can in the back that wasn’t put out to the curb and he’s not sure if it hasn’t been there since they left school in May but it is still there and garbage is blowing around in the parking lot that he has to have cleaned up because no one is enforcing that ordinance. Whoever owns that building is responsible for that garbage. He really hopes that we start enforcing the ordinances that we do have on the books. He has had numerous inquiries about Dr. Blacks’ house that is across from the college farm for people wanting to buy it and put their kids in it. He recently had a lady wanting the place and he told her that she could no put students in it. He told him you can buy it put it in your sons name that is fine but if he brings one or two other people to live with him he is going to have a license and you’re not allowed student housing in that neighborhood. He has told many other people the same thing and he would not sell it to them. She called the zoning office and one of the HMT guys assured her that if her son owned that property that he could rent it to two other college kids for the three bedrooms. She was told that and she made an offer today on the property and he told her he doesn’t believe who told her that was right and he told her she is going to have a problem and she will need a lawyer but he would submit her offer and that statement will be in writing to her and she will sign it. She stated that when she called down here one of the guys told her that her son and two other students could live there and that came from the zoning department. Mr. Dentino stated she told him this today but he’s not sure if she got it today or one day this week. Mrs. Chambers asked him to provide that information. Mr. Dentino stated he doesn’t want her in the same situation as the lady who spoke here tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated he is absolutely right and if someone is misinterpreting the ordinance or they’re not looking at an up to date one and that has happened. Mr. Dentino stated last fall he complained about the Chinese Restaurant about their water just pouring out off the building and their gutters were bad and it ruined all the mortar out of all the bricks on the building where the comic book store just moved out of. Mr. Dentino stated he recently purchased that building from Mr. Yablonski and he had to spend about $6,000.00-$7,000.00 last year. The pillar that was holding up that side of the second story porch all the face fell out of it and washed out from the water running through there and the pillar collapses and had to be rebuilt and replaced, they had to point the brick along the side to save it, put up downspouts for them to stop the water from coming onto his property. He told Dan Cottrill about that and about a month went by and he asked Dan what he did about it and he stated that he sent them a letter. Mr. Dentino stated well nothing has happened and Mr. Cottrill stated he would send them another letter. Mr. Dentino stated well why don’t you cite them and do it right. Nothing was done and winter went by and in the spring he called Sam about it and Sam went to see him and he said he would do something about that and there is still nothing done.  Mr. Alfano stated he thought they just put a new roof on that building. Mr. Dentino stated their windows are rotted out the wood is falling out of the frames and he complained about that last year. Mr. Alfano stated they are addressing all of that. Mr. Dentino stated that building is deplorable.  Mr. Glab asked Mr. Dentino if the borough would provide him with a letter explaining that his interpretation was correct would he forward that to his potential client to avoid any further issues. Mr. Dentino stated that should come from the Zoning Officer he doesn’t think he needs to do that since he is not an official of the borough. Mr. Glab asked if he will provide us with a name and an address. Mr. Dentino stated he probably has that name already. Mr. Glab stated in the event that he doesn’t will he provide that to us. Mr. Dentino stated he will have the woman to call the borough office and ask for Shirley and she can provide her the correspondence that his interpretation is correct. Mr. Dentino stated he does not want to quote the ordinance because he thinks that should come from the borough and that is where they need to go and get it. He didn’t tell her that because he was sure what he told her was sufficient because she wasn’t the first person to inquire about that property and putting tenants in there. Mr. Dentino stated he will have her call the borough office and ask for Shirley and that is up to her to call. Mr. Dentino stated his main concern is with HMT and he has a list here of properties that passed the inspection and then that was on July 1st and on July 12th he received a list that they all failed now. Mrs. Chambers asked what the explanation was for the failures. Mr. Dentino stated Toni looked over the things and said they should fail. Mr. Dentino stated a couple of them didn’t have batteries in the smoke alarms, but we do our batteries when the properties get cleaned and we don’t clean them in May because they’ll be dirty by the time someone moves in and he buys bulk batteries that are installed when the place is clean. Some of them aren’t ready to be inspected but we’re letting him inspect them because he wants to go in before they’re cleaned and something’s painted or whatever but we have to meet their schedule not the schedule when the property is ready or when the people are moving in. She told him if these properties aren’t inspected or re-inspected by the 22nd of this month then they are not going to get inspected and she’s going to send a letter to the college because she was informed by the borough to do so and tell them that these places are not licensed and not legal. Mrs. Chambers stated you said that she said July 22nd and that is it. Mr. Dentino stated yes because the current guy Rick is going on vacation and when he comes back he has to go somewhere else. Mr. Dentino stated it is deeper than that because there are some vacancies this time of the year and there is a lot of competition in town for housing as we all know now and he’s been showing properties and the kids just aren’t buying and the parents are waiting for grants and loans to come in, more kids are commuting now with tuition going up and he thinks that is slowing it down a little bit in addition to the fact that we have other more expensive housing going in town but none the less good solid properties that are going up in student housing and we’re noticing a marked improvement in housing in town and the thinks that is great and they are in a C2 zone and that is also great. He stated he had some houses that weren’t rented yet, as an example he has a guy that has 10 properties which 8 of them are rented and they got leases back and they paid all the fees months ago, but two of them are not rented and there is no lease under contract so he’s not paying for those in until he knows there is a tenant there. These are properties in the legal zone so it is permitted to be rented to students and Tony of HMT told him if he doesn’t pay for those then you’re not getting permits or inspections of any of your properties. He said even though they are paid for in advance and they’re ready to be inspected and they’re rented just because two of the non rented units aren’t paid she is going to hold all the rest up. Just this week she said she will inspect these properties and that is the list he just got back of failures so he thinks there is retribution here and she’s changing the law and this is her law now but this isn’t the way things should be done. Every other community when you have occupancy permits and they have to be inspected usually you have to apply for them 10 days before someone occupies the place and you pay the fee. If it is not occupied he doesn’t feel he should have to pay the fee. Mr. Alfano stated he asked some members of HMT to be here tonight, Tony and Harvey, and he guesses they decided not to come. He added for the publics information we use a target date of July 30th. We strive to have all of our rental properties inspected by that date just to try and make things go as smoothly as possible, but it is not an ordinance and it is not written in stone. Mr. Dentino stated yes and you’ll get 90% of them done by then but you can’t tell someone what she said. Mr. Alfano  stated no and he addressed that with them and he asked them to come because he thought there would be some other folks here with some other issues and we could just solve them all this evening and move on but they did not come. Mrs. Chambers stated she will be back in touch with them also because these are valid issues and it is not up to them to put a deadline on and say that is it. Mr. Alfano stated it is just ludicrous to say something like that because if you buy a place Sept. 1st and you can fix it up and get it inspected and get someone in there. Mr. Dentino asked if there is a fee for going back for a re-inspection. Mr. Alfano stated last year they waived the first reinspection but if you failed that then you were charged. Mr.Dentino stated so this is a ploy to get more money then.  Mr. Alfano stated he thinks they are going to give one reinspect at no additional fee. Mr. Dentino stated every year we change smoke detector batteries and he buys them by the case in fact he buys 72 cases off a place called Battery Plus and we put them in. He’s had an order to have the fire extinguisher guy come, the guy from Brownsville, and he hasn’t come around and started doing them yet but they will get done. Mrs. Chambers stated she has made notes and we will talk to Harvey again. Mrs. Chambers stated that she thinks that all borough residents should be treated with respect and get prompt answers, and we are working toward that. She stated sometimes it is like walking through molasses trying to get things done but we will stay on there. Mrs. Chambers stated she has had numerous phone calls concerning Toni’s attitude. Mr. Dentino stated she is rude and it is her way or the highway and there is no two bits about it and that is too bad and she is representing our community that is no way to have representation. Mr. Dentino asked who our animal control officer is because one of his tenants has a cat. He stated that is a cat problem in California and it needs addressed. Mrs. Chambers stated you call 911 and they dispatch her to the address. 
JANET BATEMAN

Mrs. Bateman stated that we have an ordinance and in that ordinance the zoning is specific and she sympathizes with the Catone’s problem but they don’t live in California but the residents of this time have had to endure numerous problems and it is time to put the teeth into the ordinance instead of just a pair of dentures. She congratulated this council for putting some teeth into this. We’ve spent thousand and thousands of dollars to do the rezoning and the ordinances and yet 315 days it took to do something and it is time now to do it and it is time now to give the resident of this town some piece of mind. 

LORRAINE VITCHOFF

She stated that she has two questions the first is related to what Beth Baxter was speaking about. She asked if that was a parking ordinance or action taken by council. She asked Mr. DeHaas if he asked for the files and all ordinance files when you were hired. Mr. DeHaas addressed Madam President and stated that he asked for all files that he needed for his duties and he received some litigation files. Mrs. Chambers stated we asked Mr. Melenyzer to prepare a parking ordinance. Mrs. Vitchoff stated and that was October so you had November and December and you fired him. Mrs. Chambers stated we did not fire him we simply did not reappoint him. Mrs. Chambers asked her what her next question is. Ms. Vitchoff asked if there was a process or timeline for which you follow when someone gives the borough a check for anything, sewage, rentals, fees because she’s given some checks and she wrote one in March and it hasn’t been cashed yet, so what is your policy. Mrs. Chambers asked what check was held. Ms. Vitchoff stated she will tell her that in private she doesn’t care to tell the community about those things she just wants to know if there is a process and why a check would be held. Mrs. Chambers stated she can’t answer that. Ms. Vitchoff stated every time she goes to balance her check book month after month and that check is not cashed. Mrs. Chambers directed to her to see the borough secretary in private. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 9:15
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