Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, August 11, 2011 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER: President Sheila Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
ATTENDANCE: Mr. Glab, Mr. Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mrs. Bridges, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Chambers, and Mayor Durdines

ABSENT:  Mr. Alfano
MOMENT OF SILENCE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Mr. Bittner added Code Enforcement Badges

Mayor added an executive session concerning hiring of full time officer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Regular meeting July 14, 2011 
Motion by Bridges/Roberts to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of July 14, 2011 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT  
No public comment at this time

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT – MS. EVANS

Ms. Evans read the accounts payable and account balances as of July 29, 2011
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS
AUDITING PROPOSALS

Mrs. Chambers asked if everyone had a chance to look over the proposals we received. Mr. Bittner stated both proposals looked the same and he feels that we should keep the continuity going and to make it less burdensome on the secretary/treasurer he would like to make the motion that we retain Cypher & Cypher because they know our system and it would be easier for Shirley newly taking over this year and their proposal included the fire department and the recreation authority.
Motion by Bittner/Bridges to retain the auditing services of Cypher & Cypher for a three year contract duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

EARNED INCOME TAX ORDINANCE

Mrs. Chambers asked Council if they wanted to maintain the $12,000.00 exemption which would amount to $12.00. Mrs. Bridges stated she agrees to keep the exemption in. Mrs. Chambers stated there was a motion permitting the advertising at the last meeting.

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to keep the exemption in the Earned Income Tax Ordinance duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.
Miss Roberts asked what happens if we want to raise it to $15,000.00. Mr. DeHaas stated that $12,000.00 is what is stated in the statute and your authority is only to exempt income which is less that $12,000.00.

LOCAL SERVICE TAX COLLECTION AGENCY
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to have Keystone Collections to  collect the Local Service Tax duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.
Mr. Glab asked who the school district is going to be utilizing. He stated he agrees with the motion and it would make it easier for everyone if the school district would go with the same collection agency. Mr. Bittner stated and Keystone is collecting our Earned Income Tax and he feels there would be continuity with them doing both. Mr. DeHaas stated based on communication with the County Tax Committee that ordinance as drafted is also ready to advertise.
LEASE AGREEMENT EXTENSION WITH CAL-U

Mrs. Chambers stated the current lease agreement for the meters on Second and Green will expire in October and they would like that extended until Dec. 31, 2011. This is a truck route that goes down Green and makes a right onto Second and these meters were removed for the ease of the turn of the trucks going in both directions. Since construction will be finishing up in December on the Convocation Center Cal U has requested that we extend the agreement until Dec. 31, 2011.

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to extend the lease agreement with Cal U for the meters on Second and Green Streets until Dec. 31, 2011 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

CO-OPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR HOTEL IN TECHNOLOGY PARK

Mrs. Chambers stated there is a cooperative agreement for the hotel being built in Technology Park. Council has to sign an agreement that if funds for this hotel are expended and unauthorized the Borough will reimburse them. They are telling her that it is boiler plate and it’s in every agreement. We may not like it but if we do not sign it there will be no hotel. Miss Roberts asked if there is a copy of the agreement. Mrs. Chambers stated you were all given a copy sometime along the line. Mr. Bittner stated he spoke to Kerry Fox today and this is just another bureaucratic thing through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that we have to do and he has a lot of faith in the redevelopment authority that they are going to take care of these funds plus we’ve done things like this before. Mrs. Chambers stated she agrees with him and the Redevelopment Authority has professional people there and they know what is allowed as far as what is expenses and what is not and she cannot believe they would ever approve it.  Mr. Bittner stated Kerry stated they have a consultant that would review all of these that would cover the Redevelopment Authority which would also cover the Borough. Mrs. Chambers read that council must approve this by resolution that we will reimburse the Commonwealth for any expenses that are not eligible. Mr. DeHaas stated the resolution should state that you authorize the execution of the cooperation agreement in the form presented by the Redevelopment Authority.
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to authorize the execution of the cooperation agreement as presented on the form provided by the Redevelopment Authority duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
CATONE’S REFUND
Mrs. Chambers stated that Mr. Alfano is not here this evening and he requested under his report that we refund Mr. & Mrs. Catone’s fee of $650.00 for a hearing. The hearing was never held and she would like a motion to refund her the $650.00.

Motion by Glab/Bridges to refund Mr. & Mrs. Catone their fee of $650.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES

PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mrs. Bridges asked if anybody has any objections to payment of the bills. Mrs. Bridges stated we had one removed last month and we are in the process of trying to resolve that bill so we’ll have to see if it gets resolved and if not we will be bringing it back next month. 

Motion by Bridges/Glab top pay the bills as presented duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

MILEAGE RATE

Mrs. Bridges stated that the IRS mileage rate as of July 1, 2011 it is 55.5 cents per mile.

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to approve the mileage rate at 55.5 per mile duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

LOCAL SHARE GAMING REVENUE
Mrs. Bridges stated the second quarter payment is $50,020. 88. Our first quarter payment was $35,907. 00 and they have since updated the amount to reflect the current 2010 census data results and that is why there is an increase in the second quarter.
CONSOLIDATION OF THE SEWER ACCOUNTS

Motion by Bridges/Roberts to authorize the borough secretary to proceed with the request of the Borough Engineer to consolidate all the sewer fund accounts to six accounts with PNC Bank, these accounts will allow for better operation and debt service payments in the sewage fund, the borough auditors, Cypher & Cypher have reviewed the proposal and did not foresee any issues with the proposed new bank accounts, the accounts will be as follows; An operating account, bond debt service account, Penn vest debt service account, storm water debt service account, capital reserve accounts, and a maintenance reserve account duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mrs. Bridges asked that the Engineers proposal, the auditor’s letter, and the correspondence from the solicitor be attached to the minutes.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER
WEST PENN POWER AGREEMENT & PAYMENT

Mr. Bittner stated Allegheny Power wants $10,728.42 to provide the electricity to the pumping station on First Street and he moves we pay this bill to get that started.
Motion by Bittner to pay the Allegheny Power bill in the amount of $10,728.42 to get that started duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.
WPWPCA MEETING – DOUB BAKER

Mr. Bittner stated Mr. Baker has requested to attend the meeting on Sept. 16, 2011 for a fee of $25.00 plus wages for that day and he should take one of our vehicles so there is no mileage involved.

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to permit Doug Baker to attend the WPWCA Meeting for a fee of $25.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

STREETSCAPE PROJECT – THIRD ST. FROM UNION TO MECHANIC
Mr. Bittner announced that we had to evaluate the engineering firms that were interested for construction consultant and Mackin Engineering was successful on that and has been notified. He stated he had a meeting today with Kerry Fox and stated he has the plans and it is absolutely amazing what PennDot made us go through to do this. There were at least 5 sets of plans, now they are complaining about the font that was used on the plans and now they have to be redone again and that is how nitpicky they are as far as this is concerned. He spoke with Kerry and the review from PennDot alone is going to be six weeks and it will have to be put out for bid, and it will be too late in the fall so the start date of next spring. PennDot is saying it is a six month project and the people he talked to today stated it shouldn’t be any more than 12 weeks of working. PennDot gave us a cost estimate that was absolutely exorbitant. You can’t believe the amount of work Carl Deicas had to do to get this done. He wouldn’t have believed it until he saw it today. It is absolutely mind boggling but this is the bureaucratic process that we have to put up with it. It is basically trees, sidewalks, light poles, and putting underground conduit in place incase we ever want to run underground wiring in, They said the signage plan alone is going to cost us $30,000.00. He stated hopefully we’ll have enough money to cover it and if not we can borrow from some of our other funds. Mr. Mariscotti stated summer time is a good time for a project like this with school being out.

PARKING METERS 

Mr. Bittner stated he has been talking to Barb, the Meter Enforcement Officer, and the lines are already painted and it is partially metered on Second Street, between Union and Ash Street. He thinks there are a dozen or so meters needed there. He got a rough estimate from Jeff Tuday for $375.00 for mortar and poles. Mr. Bittner added that the Mayor had mentioned maybe taking it all the way down to Mechanic Street and wants to know how council feels about it. Mr. Bittner stated he would like to see the meters go down to Ash Street. Mrs. Chambers stated lets vote on that today and then if you want to go down further then you can get us a price on that and we’ll do it the next time. Mayor stated there may be increased costs on the purchase of additional meters. Mr. Bittner stated he checked with Barb and there are enough meters to cover what we need. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to complete the metering on Second Street from Union to Ash Street and any costs incurred come out of the local share account duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

ADVERTISE FOR ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

Mr. Bittner stated that he and Mrs. Bridges sat and looked at the bills coming out of the zoning office and what we are paying per month plus all the other fees that we are paying and not having the availability of someone here five days a week and he also discussed this with Mr. Alfano who asked him to take care of this this evening.

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to advertise in the Tribune Review and the Observer Reporter for a full time Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Bittner stated that Ms. Evans pulled out the job description from the last time and it basically what we want them to do, the local ordinances and ICC codes and the property maintenance codes. We will still have an outside firm do our inspections and we’re not satisfied with what we have by the end of the year we can review that also. We need someone full time in that office that we can talk to and the citizens can talk to. We need to be more user friendly and on a timelier basis.

TWO CODE ENFORCEMENT BADGES

Mr. Bittner stated we need two code enforcement badges and they are $53.50 each for a total of $107.00 from Trapazzano in Washington. Mrs. Bridges suggested taking that out of Local Share Gaming funds. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to purchase two code enforcement badges for a total cost of $107.00 from Trapazzano to be paid out of the local share gaming fund duly carried with all members present voting yes.

Mr. Glab stated if we are hiring a zoning officer and we are still using those two individuals to do the building inspections then we may need a third badge. Mr. Bittner stated those two gentlemen don’t do inspections they have one person that comes out and does the rental inspections. These two gentlemen here are doing what we would be hiring a person to do.

PUBLIC SAFETY – MISS ROBERTS
AMUSEMENT TAX
Miss Roberts asked council if they have read the sample amusement tax ordinance and the reason she would like council to consider something like this is because we don’t have enough police officers as it is and that is one source of revenue that perhaps we could use for our police officers and once the convention center opens she thinks our police force is going to be taxed and they are going to be stretched and our maintenance crew is going to have some problems. We need to find some income without taxing the residents. There are ways this can be done, according to what she has read; up to 10% and she asked Mr. DeHaas if that is correct. He stated there are some limitations even of that but that is basically correct. Miss Roberts stated you can also, because she knows some people had some questions, that you can pick and choose what you impose the tax upon. Mr. DeHaas stated the Ordinance has to define the amusement. Miss Roberts stated this is one of the least painless ways she can think of to collect money and she wants council’s opinion of that. Mr. Glab stated this warrants discussion and Miss Roberts stated she would like that publicly. There was more discussion of getting some ordinances from towns that mirror our town to make it more comparable. Mr. DeHaas stated what you will find there will be variations on the definition of amusement, but otherwise a tax is a tax.
PUBLIC SAFETY – MR .GLAB
ANIMAL CONTROL

Mr. Glab reported that the animal control officer was in town 22 times last month and did several investigations that were founded.
ACKNOWLEDGE THE DEDICATION OF POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Mr. Glab stated he would like to acknowledge the professionalism and dedication of our police and fire departments and the cooperation the state police did with the two tragic events that have happened in the last 30 days in the borough. He stated unfortunately it seems that the only time that California makes the news it is when it is a tragedy. We have a lot to offer but that never makes the news. It is also his understanding that there was a private individual that made a gallant effort to rescue one of the victims and he thinks he needs to be acknowledged and that gentleman is Mr. Ken Baird. He thinks that those types of things make California unique and all small communities. Mr. Mariscotti added Pat Vitchoff also he was there with him. 
PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI
Mr. Mariscotti stated that Jeff had some information but he is not here tonight and they were talking about paving the lot down on Second Street, the one that we graveled last year, and he did get an estimate this week and if we were to buy the materials and have someone come in a pave it would be $3,500..00, but again he was suppose to have that this evening. We also have a few people who have approached Jeff about buying that piece of property. Mrs. Chambers stated she had a gentleman call her about that also so should we get an assessment of it to see what it is worth. Mr. Mariscotti stated that is what he wants to know do we want to advertise it for sale to see if someone wants to bite on it and purchase it. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks the assessment would be a great injustice because what it is going to assess at and what it is worth right now on the market are very different numbers. He stated go through the recent real estate sales these people are paying $100,000.00 plus for lots that they have to demo and are in a flood plain and it is his understanding that lot is out of the flood plain and no demo to be done it is perfectly flat and he feels an assessment wouldn’t do the proper justice to this municipality as far as the price is concerned. Miss Roberts agreed. Mrs. Chambers stated the Mayor had requested an executive session and we can do it there, perhaps toss some numbers around. Mayor stated he knows that we don’t have a lot of stalls rented in that parking lot right but he wouldn’t be too hasty in ridding ourselves of that property because there are a number of structures built there in that area now that weren’t there when we put that parking lot in. Mr. Glab added in addition to that you are going to placing meters on that street as well.  Mr. Glab stated he thinks it would be prudent to pave the lot so we’re not in violation of our own ordinance and then also try and market it. Mrs. Chambers stated well we have to pave it so make a motion or table it. Mrs. Bridges stated she thinks they need to discuss it in executive session. Mr. Mariscotti stated lets discuss it in executive session and then we can come back out and talk about it this evening or table it until next month.

STREET SWEEPER

Mr. Mariscotti stated Jeff had a couple demos again on another couple street sweepers he has estimates on two of those but again he was suppose to present those tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated just put them in council’s boxes so they can review them. Mr. Mariscotti stated we’ll get them to you this week.

PERSONNEL

Mrs. Bridges had nothing to report
ENGINEERS REPORT – ART BROWER

UPDATE ON MALDEN/GRANVILLE PROJECT

Mr. Brower stated they are substantially completed those punch list items and they are working on the Malden extension and then they will do the small extension on Knob Road and they should be wrapped up in the next three weeks.

PAYMENT REQUEST

Payment application for Glenn Johnson, Inc., Requisition #9, for $60,471.77 and for Greensburg Environmental - $4,866.45. Mr. Bittner asked where is that money coming out of. Mr. Brower stated out of the bond. Mr. Glab asked if both of those are under requisition #9.

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to pay Glenn Johnston, $60,471.77 and Greensburg Environmental -$4,866.45 from the bond duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

CHANGE ORDER – GLENN JOHNSTON

Mr. Brower stated he has a change order for approval associated with Glenn Johnston’s work on Malden Rd. extension and this will not be an increase in the contract amount after everything shakes out but we need to get different pricing for the different work up there because of the Penn Dot right of way and so forth, so we had to add unit price line items to the contract, but when it is all closed out he still expects it to be 10%-15% below the originally contracted value.  The change order is in the amount of $46,633.00 and it is change order number 2. Miss Roberts stated that difference is what. Mr. Brower stated this was a unit price job and he had to add unit line items to the job and once we reconcile the job at the end the work we didn’t use will come out and this is additional work it wasn’t in the original scope of the contract. He said the original contract was approximately $965,000.00 and he expects it to close substantially lower than that including doing the work on the Malden extension and the Knob Road extension. Mr. Mariscotti asked him to ball park what he considers substantially less. Mr. Brower stated at least 10%. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to approve change order #2 for Glenn Johnston in the amount of $46,633.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mr. Brower stated just to clarify that is a formality required for example we may not have Penn dot high way restoration the job when we went up Malden Road we had to add line items for that and that is what that dollar increase is for because we weren’t originally working on state roads so we had to have that in put in there.

CHANGE ORDER – GENERATOR SLAB- KEEGAN ELECTRIC

Mr. Brower stated when they were excavating for the generator slab in Malden they found unstable soil and they had to over excavate and fill it with stone and put the generator back on. That change order is $1,980.00 and that is for the Electrical contractor, Keegan Electric

Motion by Roberts/Mariscotti to approve the change order for Keegan Electric in the amount of $1,980.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

MAIN PUMP STATION

Mr. Brower stated he would like to add a side note that Mr. Bittner made on the $10,000.00 payment to Allegheny Power, in the contract we had carried $15,000.00 of that work which will be going out of the general contractor or electrical contractor contract so it is really a positive change in numbers for you guys.
PAYMENT REQUISITION #6

Mr. Brower stated payment request #6, Greensburg Environmental contracting for $30,621.92 and Superior Utility Excavating for $59,816.61 out of the bond or wherever you placed the H20 reimbursement money. Mr. Glab asked if this was Requisition #7 and Mr. Brower stated no it is requisition #6.

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to pay Greensburg Environmental #30,621.92 and Superior Utility Excavating- $59,816.61 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

PEACH ALLEY SEWER LINE

Mr. Brower stated they have the camera work and locator work done and you will be receiving a bill for that work and they originally had done some extra work requested by the sewer department and he asked them to break that bill in half because he was only authorized up to a certain amount. They are in the process of taking a look at the line and the remediation work and we’re going to see a procedure and how it works because it is a good technique and should work up there, where they basically slip line in sections and they put epoxy impregnated liner in sections of it. Mrs. Chambers stated so you are relining the inside of the line. Mr. Brower stated but there are some sections that are crushed and will have to be physically replaced. 

QUARRY LANE STORM WATER ISSUE

Mr. Brower stated they have looked at that and have been surveying and preparing a drawing for council for action.

PROPERTY OWNERS WALL ON KNOB ROAD

Mr. Brower stated that the wall has been poured and steel put in it and it looks pretty good and we’ll let it dry for six or seven days and put some geo textile in and back fill with stone and hopefully everyone will be satisfied.

DAISYTOWN SEWER FEASIBLITY STUDY

Mr. Brower stated they have the surveying done and once he has the drawing put together he will give council a call and they can sit down and look at it. Mr. Brower stated the folks on Daisy Lane are already sewered. Mayor stated that brings up another issue that we don’t have an intergovernmental agreement. Mr. Bittner asked if those are ours and Mr. Glab stated yes and they sewered that whenever they did that entire project. Mr. Bittner stated so we need an intergovernmental agreement on that because they never entered into one with us. Mr. Brower stated there should be something stating that has happened. Mr. Bittner stated we were involved when we worked with Center West up there and there were some legal documents. Mr. Brower asked who services that area. Mr. Glab stated West Pike Run. Mr. DeHaas stated if you do not have a service agreement with them you should. Mr. Brower stated there are only a dozen homes over there. Mayor stated yes but just to get it cleaned up. Mrs. Chambers stated she will get the information to Ernie so he can draw up that agreement.
Mr. Glab stated there was an email sent out today from an individual and he’s not sure if it involves Mr. Brower or not. Mr. Bittner stated he believes that is the Quarry Lane resident. The yard that we were in up there she is requesting that we give her some type of answer but we didn’t have an answer to give her until tonight and the surveying was complete and we had a plan. He stated he will contact her and tell her that he is in the process of preparing a plan for that.

MAYORS REPORT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF POLICE OFFICERS

Mayor stated he wants to acknowledge California Borough Police Officer Dave Findley and RESA Regional Police Department Officer Brady Pascoe for their efforts at the fire the other day. It is his understanding they attempted to make entry into the home prior to the fire departments arrival and they should be recognized for that. 

RADIO FOR NEW 2011 DODGE POLICE VEHICLE

Mayor stated last week you had two quotes for radios for the police vehicle and he recommends that Borough council approve the quote from Crystal Sound in the amount of $844.00. 

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to approve the purchase of a radio from Crystal Sounds in the  amount of $844.00 to be paid out of the gaming revenues duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

REFUND RESERVED PARKING FEE

Mayor stated we had an individual that has a permit parking stall at the Library parking lot and they are moving and they are requesting a refund of $150.00, he does not have this individual’s name. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is written policy on this. Mayor stated no but he doesn’t see why we can’t refund her. Mr. Mariscotti stated we can re-rent the stall. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to refund the request of $150.00 for a reserved parking stall duly carried on a roll call vote with Miss Roberts, Mr.Mariscotti, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Glab, and Mr. Bittner voting yes and Mrs. Bridges voting no.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT – ERNIE DEHAAS

RESOLUTION 11-003

Mr. DeHaas stated he was authorized to draw up the resolution and the purpose is to authorize the billing of any customer that is or can be linked to the sanitary sewer system but who does not receive water from a community water system but receive water from a well or cistern. The resolution would establish the billing of such a customer at a minimum rate which may change from time to time.

Motion by Glab/Roberts to adopt Resolution 11-003 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers announced the Jim Maddiex has purchased a tape recorder to donate to the Planning Commission.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council went into executive session at 7:25 pm

Council reconvened at 8:25

Mrs. Chambers announced that Police personnel, delinquent sewage accounts, and code violations were discussed in executive session. 

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to post pone hiring a full time officer until next month carried with all members present stating aye.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Glab asked about the status of the demolition of the Hollywood Theatre. Mrs. Chambers stated she has not heard from Mr. Fox since the contracts have been awarded but she will find out. Mr. Bittner stated he had heard the end of the month because they have to take care of asbestos first. 

NEW BUSINESS

No new business at this time.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

BELINDA FOREMAN

Mrs. Foreman stated she is glad that Mr. DeHaas is still here in case something comes up that he can speak to it. Mrs. Chambers stated that is not going to happen he is our attorney not your attorney. Ms. Foreman stated she said speak to it not to her. Mrs. Chambers asked her if she has a question for council. Mrs. Foreman stated she hopes all of council and the Mayor has read the letter she dropped off on the 5th because she thinks this also speaks to the problems with passing the buck. She was told to contact Ms. Sessa of HMT directly about this housing issue and she got a response back that she was confused by and it stated that she contacted Ms. Sessa regarding permits issued for 59 Fourth St. and 55 Fourth St. you returned her call but she missed the call. After several failed trying to phone her she emailed her and asked her why these two properties were issued rental permits when documentation that was provided to her, Belinda Foreman, by your office, HMT Associates, and she feels this is an error. The rental application lists these two residences as single family dwellings as the ordinance adopted on October 17, 2008 a resident has to be of a non-transitory nature and intend on becoming a resident of the borough. At the July 14, 2011 it was clearly stated that more than one student does not constitute a family. On the applications approved by your office, HMT, the names of the applicants are listed and clearly each applicant has a different last name and the applicants have changed from year to year showing a transitory pattern. How can you continue to approve these permits when they are in violation of the Ordinance? She also pointed out that the parking requirements for transitory housing is one space per resident are more than those on a single family dwelling which is only one space per unit. Please note that 55 Fourth Street has parking which was added after the original permit was granted and this is documented in California Borough meeting minutes of August 13, 2009, but she seriously questions whether or not it meets the listed standard pertaining to drainage, slope, etc. Furthermore, 317 Ash Street has a permit and currently this residence is occupied by a family which is permitted per the Ordinance, please note that if this family were to move then 317 Ash Street would fall into the same categories as the previously mentioned properties and therefore could not be rented to transients. She hopes that she responds to this email in a timely manner so these issues can be rectified. Mrs. Foreman read Ms. Sessa’s response; sorry that she can’t answer her questions, we don’t make up the ordinances and they are enforced by the borough and their job is to do inspections at the locations that are designated to them as being rentals. Ms. Foreman asked who is going to stop passing the buck and who is claiming responsibility for enforcement and she thought if it doesn’t meet the requirements of the ordinance then it shouldn’t get a permit so it is all a conflict.  Miss Roberts stated she doesn’t sound wrong to her but she hasn’t checked into yet, she jus picked up Mrs. Foreman’s letter today. The thing that concerns her about this is and maybe somebody on council can enlighten her it is true they don’t make up the ordinance and they are enforced by the borough but that is why Dan, from HMT, is here for. Mrs. Foreman thanked her. Miss Roberts stated she thought the person that we hired from HMT was supposed to enforce the ordinances. Mrs. Chambers stated it is her understanding that 55 Fourth Street was grandfathered in as a non-confirming use prior to October 17, 2008 when the new ordinance was passed. Mrs. Foreman stated she brought that up in August of 2008 and she was assured that it would be looked into and again she is still waiting because at the time it did not have parking. Parking is a requirement for a rental permit and it did not have parking. She stated you can be irritated with her all you want but she just wants answers and not the run around. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t have answers for her and no matter they tell her she’s not going to like it anyone. She told her it was grandfathered in before October 17, 2008 and a lot of people did do that when they knew we were changing the zoning they got as much done as they could. 55 Fourth Street received a notice that they are in violation. Miss Roberts stated that is true but when people found out the zoning was changing they were flying in here left and right. Mrs. Foreman stated she brought this up when the ordinance was coming up for adoption. Miss Roberts stated the last she heard there are going to be citations given out to about 7 properties around that area. Mrs. Foreman asked what that means. Miss Roberts stated that they are in violation and they are going to be cited. Mrs. Foreman states so a citation means they have to pay a fine or they have a certain amount of time to rectify the situation, what does a citation mean. Miss Roberts states it basically states that you are breaking the ordinance and you have to rectify and there usually is a time frame. Mrs. Foreman stated if they go past that deadline what happens next. Miss Roberts stated if they ignore the citation it would be taken to the magistrate and the magistrate would make a decision.  Further discussions occurred between council and audience members. Mr. Bittner asked Ernie DeHaas if a letter had been sent to these properties in an R1 section and identified by the Zoning Ordinance with respect to that definition of family and they were told that the violation had to cease within 30 days. At the end of the 30 days a decision will be made to go further and that will be made by the council, the solicitor, and the zoning officer. 
JIM MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex asked that language be put in there that if the playground in the future that it would be cost effective if they decide to put something in there at a later date since some of the work will already be done.

LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Mrs. Vitchoff stated she wants to follow up with an issue that was brought up at the last meeting about the parking committee and Mrs. Baxter stated there was a parking committee put together and they had come up with some conclusions and they provided council with that information and you went on to say that you had given that to Mr. Melenyzer and then Mr. DeHaas had mentioned that he did not get that. She did a Right to Know Request and the response was that there are no such records on file at the borough. Mrs. Chambers stated those were her personal files with information provided to her from personal contacts from West Chester and that was her information.  Ms. Vitchoff stated but that wasn’t the information that was the conclusion and the recommendations of the parking committee. Mrs. Chambers stated she never received anything in writing from the parking committee it was all verbal. Ms. Vitchoff asked how would Mr. Melenyzer have done an ordinance when he wasn’t given anything. Mrs. Chambers stated there were no documents there was only verbal reports and Mr. Melenyzer was to look into it didn’t go anywhere. Miss Vitchoff suggested that perhaps an apology needs to be made and the record needs corrected.
ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 8:55
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