Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, December 9, 2010 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER: President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti
ABSENT: Miss Roberts, Mayor Durdines
MOMENT OF SILENCE: In memory of the young lady that was killed in the accident.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
Art Brower – Invoice for contractor from the Granville/Malden project.

Mrs. Chambers - stated she would like an executive session to discuss the Tomko lawsuit, when would council like to go into that beginning of the meeting or at the end.  Mr. Alfano asked if there is anything else that we need to discuss and address tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated not that she can think of right now. Mr. Mariscotti stated lets just do it at the end then. Mrs. Chambers stated okay we will do it under Mr. DeHaas’s report, an executive session.

MINUTES:
Motion by  Bridges/Gardner to accept the minutes of the meeting of November 8, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Jim Maddiex - He stated he will make it brief. He stated he understood from the committee meeting that what you were going to use the Community Development Block Grant for, you weren’t going to be able to use it or you wanted to put another purpose. He stated let him again make a pitch but he won’t put a figure in for the fire department.

TREASURER’S REPORT- MISS PFROGNER
Miss Pfrogner read the bills and accounts balances as of November 30, 2010. Mr. Gardner asked about the police department bill for Animal Control, Kim Secrete, he stated he thought that was $225.00 unless he missed something. Miss Pfrogner stated no it is $275.00. Mr. Gardner stated he thought it was $225.00. Miss Pfrogner stated well maybe a couple of years ago and she did get an increase. Mr. Gardner thanked her. Mr. Mariscotti asked under the Police dept. bills where it says city of Greensburg - $20.00. Mr. Gardner stated she was summoned to a hearing by subpoena and let me start this way, him personally he is not in favor of paying this, but that is him. Mr. Mariscotti stated what is it. Mr. Gardner stated she got a summons to appear at Westmoreland County Court, she had a subpoena, she went to the courthouse, he guesses had the hearing or whatever, didn’t put no money in the meter, and he guesses she took for granted that since you are a policeman they don’t give you a ticket; well that is not true. Some boroughs do ticket the police. Mr. Mariscotti asked what is the $20.00. Mr. Gardner stated the $20.00 is because if she would have went and paid it right away it would have been $1.00 or $2.00 but she left it go for a period of time and they were going to take her to court and so the ticket was $20.00. Mr. Gardner stated he can tell you this anytime when he was a policeman here or any other policeman when you got any parking tickets you paid it not the borough. Mr. Mariscotti stated then why are we paying this one. Mr. Gardner stated he said he is not in favor of paying that. Mr. Mariscotti stated well that makes two of us, he would not be in favor of paying it either. Mrs. Chambers stated well when it comes to Mrs. Bridges report she can decide how she wants to handle that. 
Motion by Gardner/Mariscotti to accept Miss Pfrogner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 
PRESIDENT REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS
2011 MEETING DATES AND TIME
Mrs. Chambers asked what meeting dates council wants for 2011, if they wanted to keep it the first and second Thursday of the month at 6:30 is everyone in agreement with that. Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti stated they like that personally. Mrs. Chambers stated she looked through it and Elizabeth looked through it, remember this year we had a conflict with Holy Thursday, and there is not conflict anywhere for the first and second Thursdays at 6:30 pm. We’ll publish that. Mr. Bittner stated since we have to publish that we will probably need a motion. Mrs. Chambers stated oh yes we do need a motion. 

Motion by Bittner/Gardner that we hold our committee meetings the first Thursday of the month at 6:30 and our council meeting the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 and also give Elizabeth the permission to advertise those also duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

RESOLUTION 10-005 - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

Mrs. Chambers stated there is a Community Development Block Grant for $129,750.00 for 2011 and we discussed rolling this into the 2010 beautification of California’s downtown area. We didn’t do anything because we were waiting for the Hollywood Theatre but she thinks we can work around it just not do anything in front of it to see what sort, whoever buys it what sort of facade or what they need. But if we roll this in we will have a $250,000.00 which will go a long way to beautify our streets. Mr. Bittner stated he apologizes for not being here last Thursday, but could we also roll into that the town square up by the Presbyterian Church where we have the memorials. A lot of towns just have to raise money to put those memorials in all the time and we’ve had one there that has been there since he can remember and he thinks it really needs some fixing up especially since the Rager boy put the new monument in and he thinks we need some lighting up there and we just have pavers in the circle for walkways and he thinks we need cement put in there and he would like to see that if that could be included in that grant to get that taken care of up there. Mrs. Chambers stated it says from Mechanic Street to Green and from First Street to Pennsylvania, it’s in there. Mr. Bittner stated good. Mrs. Chambers stated and that is something that we were working with Art Brower, one of his engineers, and we can do that. That should be beautified. Mr. Bittner stated it needs better lighting up there also. Mrs. Chambers stated it would be nice to have a light on the side pole. Mr. Bittner stated yes and it will prevent vandalism up there. He stated that a lot of communities wait years to get something like that and we’ve had that for 75 years or probably longer and he thinks it is time that we fix it up. Mrs. Chambers stated lets make sure we get that done. 

At 6:45 Mrs. Chambers stated let the record show that the Mayor has arrived.

Mr. Gardner stated he thinks if anyone from the public has any ideas also as far as that grant is concerned let us know. Mrs. Chambers stated we can start working on this in January. Mrs. Chambers stated if there aren’t any more suggestions she needs a motion please.
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to include the 2011 Community Block Grant money in with the 2010 for the beautification of California’s downtown streets duly carried with all members present voting yes.

RESOLUTION 10-006 – SHIRLEY EVANS – DELEGATE

Mrs. Chambers stated this resolution designates Shirley Evans as the new voting delegate to the Washington County Tax Collection Committee. She will replace Elizabeth Pfrogner. She asked if she has a motion. 

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to designate Shirley Evans as the new voting delegate to the Washington County Tax Collection Committee duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. Mrs. Bridges stated we really don’t need a roll call. Mrs. Pfrogner stated she really thinks they should because they will want to know how many people are attending and all. 
FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE #524

Mrs. Chambers stated we have a Floodplain Ordinance #524 for adoption and we need authorization to advertise the Floodplain Ordinance to get comments from people.

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to advertise Ordinance #524, the Floodplain Ordinance for adoption duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

HOLLYWOOD THEATRE

Mrs. Chambers stated all the taxing authorities including us forgave all the taxes on this property but somehow we didn’t exonerate the 2010 taxes on the Hollywood Theatre. 

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to exonerate the 2010 taxes on the Hollywood Theatre duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Gardner asked does that mean they are going to start tearing it down. Mrs. Chambers stated she spoke to Kerry Fox this morning and as we speak they are doing environment assessment and they would like to clean it all up anything that would contaminate the scene before they rip it down.
RESPONSE COMPUTER SERVICES –NETWORK SERVICE AGREEMENT

Mrs. Chambers stated the network service agreement with Response Computer Services they are all call and it costs us $200.00 a month to have them. They have been very responsive, immediately. It has gone up by $19.00 so it is now $219.00. She asked if council wants to continue with Response Computer and if so she needs a motion.  

Motion by Bittner/Bridges to enter into a service agreement with Response Computer Services for 2011 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

PROPOSAL FROM PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN WATER COMPANY

Mrs. Chambers stated we have discussed and have received a proposal from Pennsylvania American Water to include our sewer bill on their water bill, therefore we will get one bill a month for two utilities, and you will write out one check or go online to pay for one. These are the people that are covered by the Pennsylvania American Water company. If you are covered by Tri County Water we will continue to do the billing. She stated that Mr. DeHaas has gone through the agreement and she has read his response and found nothing negative about the agreement. She asked him to confirm that everything was fine as far as he could see on the agreement with Pennsylvania American Water. Mr. DeHaas stated he had a couple of questions concerning it will be different in terms of who you bill but if it is the wish of council to do this he sees no reason why they cannot do this. There were a couple of things that he asked to be revised so if council wishes to enter into this agreement he asks that they make it subject to any revision and the approval of the solicitor. Mrs. Chambers stated exactly, and Miss Evans was working closely with them and she too. Mrs. Chambers stated so if council’s wishes are to go with Pennsylvania American Water to do our sewer billing it will be based on an agreement that you arrive at and it concurs with them and Miss Evans, is that correct. Mrs. Chambers asked council what their wishes are. Mr. Bittner stated when he read Ernie’s response, and he stated he is in favor of this, but there was some logistical questions there that just didn’t seem real clear. He stated in his opinion he would like to see us table this tonight, meet with Ernie and Shirley and see if we could work around the logistical problems, because he doesn’t want to get into this and find out that we are in the middle of a mess. 
Motion by Bittner/Bridges motion to table this for further discussion duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Mrs. Chambers stated there were a few things that had to do particularly with delinquent and if people were paying on delinquencies then who was going to get the money first so those things need to be ironed out. 
NEW TRAFFIC LIGHT
Mrs. Chambers announced that there is work beginning at the top of Wood Street for a new traffic light being put in by Penndot.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES
Mrs. Bridges stated since there has been some opposition on the City of Greensburg parking ticket bill she will pull it from the bills and do it separate.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to pay the bills with the exception of the $20.00 City of Greensburg bill duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mrs. Bridges made a motion to pay the bill from the City of Greensburg in the amount of $20.00. Mrs. Chambers asked for a second three times. Motion dies for a lack of a second.

2011 GENERAL FUND BUDGET

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to adopt the 2011 General Fund Budget in the amount of $1,405,133.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

2011 SEWER FUND BUDGET


Motion by Bridges/Gardner to adopt the 2011 Sewer Fund Budget with the projected income of $1,937,504.00 and projected expenses in the amount of $1,729,521.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

2011 HIGHWAY AID BUDGET

Motion by Bridges/Alfano to adopt the 2011 Highway Aid Budget in the amount of $144,572.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

ADOPT ORDINACNE #523

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to adopt Tax Ordinance #523 for 2011 which calls for 35 mills of taxes broken down as follows; 28 mills for general purposes, 3 mills for fire service, 2 mills for street improvement, and 2 mills for recreation duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

ADOPT 2011 SALARY SCHEDULES – NON BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES
Motion by Bridges/Alfnao to adopt the 2011 Salary schedule for non-bargaining unit members which reflects a 2% increase from the 2010 salaries duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

CONTRIBUTION TO MEDICAL BENEFITS – NON BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES

A motion was made by Bridges/Alfano to authorize the Solicitor to prepare a resolution that will require non-bargaining unit members to contribute 5% of the cost of their medical benefits beginning 2011. Under discussion Mr. Bittner stated we already had a resolution for that he thinks it may just need revised. Mrs. Bridges stated we had a resolution that was enacted in 2006 and then later in 2008 it was abolished. Mr. Bittner stated we had abolished. Mr. Bittner stated he knew we put it on the back burner but he didn’t know how we put it on the back burner. Mrs. Bridges stated there were two different resolutions. Mrs. Chambers stated so Ernie needs to come up with a new one. Mr. Bittner stated can he copy the old one and save us some money. Mrs. Bridges stated she will send the old resolution to Mr. DeHaas. 
Motion by Bridges/Alfano to authorize the Solicitor to prepare a resolution that will require non-bargaining unit members to contribute 5% of the cost of their medical benefits beginning 2011 duly carried with Mr. Alfano, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mrs. Bridges, and Mrs. Chambers voting yes. Mr. Bittner asked how we came up with that figure. Mrs. Chambers stated we discussed that at budget. We did not want to go, right now as you know it is $918.00 and we’re expecting a hefty increase next year, 10% would have been $91.00 and we felt, some of us, that was a big chunk first, half of that would be less that fifty which would be $25.00 each pay. We felt that would be more doable. Mr. Bittner stated to his knowledge he missed the firm number on it when it came up and he voted no.

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to accept Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER

ENERGY & CONSERVATION WORKSHOP

Mr. Bittner stated yesterday he and Mr. Tuday went to an energy & conservation workshop, basically it was for Municipal building and they gave us some ideas of some things we can do on our own like change our lighting over and things such as that. Other ones firms came in and gave us a price on audit. One of them is an agreement like the school district has that you will agree to shut down in the peak time for a number of hours, that wouldn’t cost us anything so we got an idea on that. There are some grants out there and some funding that we might want to look into also. He stated he knows Mr. Tuday went the week before to another workshop and asked him to report on that. Mr. Tuday stated it was more or less about equipment and oil refineries that you put on a piece of equipment and change the oil, it costs like $800.00 and they want you to use green materials and get better fuel economy out of your vehicles. They had a presentation about a guy in Alaska they had two months and trucks were hauling in and out of Alaska and they had to change the oil every 125,000 miles, and they showed how much oil it takes to change a tractor trailer so it is a pretty good thing. We will look into that and see what is going on. They want you to start saving fuel and running greener. Mrs. Chambers stated everything you can think of if it adds up a little bit here and a little bit there then it starts to add up. It sounds like it was good. Mr. Bittner mentioned to Art that when they plan the building for the sewer plant he thinks we ought to look at some green technology out there also as far as our lighting and heating and things such as this and we might be able to get a couple grants if we go with green technology also. Mr. Tuday stated they talked about solar panels. Mr. Bittner stated we just don’t have enough room on our roof for the solar panels. Mr. Brower stated the three of us can get together and discuss this. Mr. Bittner stated that might be a good idea.
STREET OPENING ORDINANCE

Mr. Bittner stated that Art & Bill on the street opening ordinance. They are working on that and like Bill said we need to get up to the 20th century, he knows we’re in the 21st century, but this will at least bring us up to the 20th century with that so they are working on putting that together. He asked Art how they are coming along. Art stated they discussed the procedures and we pretty much have it nailed down and we’ll be able to send that Jeff and then we next we’ll modify the ordinance to perform to the chief. Mr. Bittner stated he might ask permission tonight to let Art and Ernie work together on this ordinance. 
Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to let Art, Ernie, Jeff and Mr. Bittner and whoever else wants to, to start working on this Street Opening Ordinance duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

AGREEMENT WITH CENTER WEST MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
Mr. Bittner stated he spoke with Scott Campbell Monday evening about the agreement with Center West and they’re going to be ready to go on Wilson Road there and stuff so he asked Ernie if we’re getting close with that. Mr. DeHaas stated yes and as a matter of fact he just delivered over to there Solicitor the revision of two paragraphs and the reason he thought they should be revised is just to make it clear that that Authority has the sole responsibility for financing as well as constructing and just to make it as clear as can be that they pay all of the cost and also that all of the customers in that service area will be treated the same and will always be treated the same as all of their other customers in this initial project.  Mr. Bittner stated that is a great opportunity because we are going to get two parts of the borough that we would probably never sewer within the next 20 to 30 years. It was ironic that Art, Bill, and himself were out on Knob Road and we said we’re never going to get sewage out here and three days later Art gets a call that Center West wants to come up Wilson Road, so that will work out then.

Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to approve Mr. Bittner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HOUSING –MR. ALFANO

RECREATION AUTHORITY & DECORATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Alfano stated he see that Jeannie Metal is not here this evening so he will go ahead and give a quick recreation authority report.  He stated he thinks the town looks very nice with the Christmas decorations that we have up. We were able to purchase some new lights that are going up Wood Street with some of the Casino money that we received and we made a good start this year for revamping all of our old decorations. We had our light up the season night this past Friday up at the Performance Center at the University. It was very well attended and about 70 children got a visit from Santa, a treat, and there were crafts for them to do and it was a nice community joint effort from three or four organizations. We are very appreciative of the University how they helped us out with the Performance Center and the parking but there still maybe a consensus to try and move it back into town somewhere next year and that will be a topic of discussion for the future. 
RECREATION AUTHORITY MASTER PLAN
Mr. Alfano stated there are two professors at Cal U that teach in the science & tech and the urban development curriculums that have students that are willing to help us devise a master site plan specifically for Project 70 to start. Art Brower and Fayette Engineering have so generously offered to donate their time to help us get some surveying and map drawing done there so we can get something together. That would be a good start for the recreation authority to process an application for a project grant in the future hopefully, once we have that master site plan done. Mr. Alfano thanked everyone who is helping out with that. 
ZONING OFFICE UPDATE
Mr. Alfano stated real quickly our income for the month of November was $14, 782.50 that brings our total for the year of income to $55,994.66 as of 11 months. There are still permit applications coming in for various projects throughout the borough. We had a meeting with our code enforcer, HMT, some council members, and representatives from the University the other day to get a run down of how everyone felt that the inspection process went this year and he has a brief report that he can give as of the status right now. There was actually 492 applications that came in and he’s not sure of the exact number of units that were inspected but it was well over 1,000 number of units that were inspected out of those applications. At the current time there are 5 parties that are in violation but not a serious violation. They have passed their inspection but they have not paid the fee to pick up their license so that is just a formality and they are aware of that, and we are getting that cleared up. There have been 5 licenses not issued pending to a dispute over the calculations over the actual square footage that is within the property and they are working with Mr. Cottrill to get that straightened out. There are 6 new applications waiting for inspections some of them are folks that it just slipped their minds that they had to have their rentals inspected and it finally caught up with them and there is 1 new one as well that resides within the zone for student conversion housing. There are 4 failed inspections that never called to re-inspect and we will post those properties this week if we have no activity then they will go for magistrates hearing. Another result of the meeting that is a positive, the University so generously put a blast out on their website just to make students be aware that there may be some units that are not legally licensed. Before they leave for the fall semester they should check with their landlord to make sure they are living in a safe environment and a legally inspected property. We thank the University for that.  Mr. Gardner stated when we had that meeting there were a lot of issues to discuss and he noticed there was an article that appeared in one of the media papers that, and he doesn’t know where the information came from, but he thinks the media people should contact somebody here that was part of that meeting before they print the articles. That article was not totally factual that happens to be in that paper. He just wanted to point that out. Mr. Alfano stated Galvie just jogged his memory and we will be asking Mr. DeHaas to help us design a new zoning ordinance sometime early in 2011 with input from HMT and the Borough Engineers, and whomever else is appropriate just to try and clarify some things, add some things that we were remiss and were never in the ordinance and we want to make one ordinance instead of a bunch of resolutions so we are trying to gather information and he will ask for input from Art and Bill Johnson as well, so we will be working on that. 
ORDINANCE #522 – ESTABLISH A PLANNING COMMISSION

Mr. Alfano stated we had a motion on the floor at the last meeting  to establish a Planning Commission and it was tabled, and please correct him if he is wrong Mr. DeHaas, this needs to come up for a vote at this time. Mr. Gardner asked if it could only be tabled one time. Mr. DeHaas stated assuming you have adopted Roberts Rules he thinks the answer is yes. Mr. Gardner stated the only reason he is mentioning that is there are 5 names there whatever number there is and there is some other people with names and he would like to see council get together and look at all the names and vote on that. Mrs. Bridges stated perhaps we can have some short interviews with these people also. Mr. Bittner stated he wants to know how we can accept other names after the deadline has passed. We had a deadline the deadline passed we had 5 names that were submitted and now we are saying there are more names submitted. We did not re-advertise so he thinks the new names should not be valid names to be put in front of us or even interview because the deadline was over for people to put in their application. He says the only way he thinks to do it legally would be to re-advertise for people to come on the Planning Commission again. Mr. Gardner asked if he happened to know when the deadline was, because he doesn’t know. Mayor Durdines stated why don’t we just see if this passes, the Ordinance, you have one person that says that they may not be interested anymore, advertise for that vacancy and then fill it with one of these new applicants, can’t you do that. Mr. DeHaas stated in order to adopt it you have to have all slots filled. Mr. Durdines asked then if someone resigns does that disband the Planning Commission. Mr. DeHaas stated once it is an Ordinance they can resign, but you are adopting. Mr. Durdines stated adopt it with that individual in there and then he can resign. Mrs. Bridges stated she would feel more comfortable re-advertising it and holding interviews and that is her personal opinion. Mr. Gardner asked if everyone turned in an application.  Mr. Alfano stated the letters we had in the file are the people we had there were 5 applicants and 5 positions so that is the 5 we chose at that time. Mrs. Chambers stated and now we have 4. Mr. Alfano asked if it would be appropriate to withdraw the motion or do we have to vote on it since it was tabled. Mr. DeHaas stated it can come back on the floor and the person who made the motion could ask for it to be withdrawn. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks it needs more discussion. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t think we can table it again. Mr. Durdines stated then just vote it up or down. Mr. Gardner stated before we take the vote is Mr. Bittner right on what he said if 5 applicants come in and then other applicants come in after the deadline, is that too late for the other ones that came in after the deadline. Mr. DeHaas stated there is no statute or procedure which governs this question it is up to council whether it establishes a deadline and sticks to it or not. Mr. Gardner stated well let him ask this then why would you establish a deadline? If you say a deadline is June 1st and you get applicants up to June 1st and then three more come in June 15th to him that seems like them applicants are no good. Mr. DeHaas stated well to establish a deadline with the intention of taking action but you haven’t taken action until you actually adopt the ordinance that has been drafted. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks we are setting a dangerous precedent if we do that because if we advertise for a job and he turns his application in two days later he’s going to throw this right up in his face that you better accept his application because you went passed the deadline on this. Mr. Gardner stated that is his concern. Mr. Bittner stated why did Donna & Sheila put the advertisement out for the Borough Manager, she left it open ended so if we interview and we don’t want them we can continue accepting applications. He stated he is like Mr. Gardner, if we have a deadline we put it there for a particular purpose. Mr. Alfano stated that he is taking this Planning Commission very seriously and he thinks it is a very integral part of what is going to be the success of our Borough in the future and he just doesn’t want to make any precedent for something that is going to cause the borough issues in the future. Mr. Bittner stated he agrees with him, we all agree with you. Mr. Alfano stated unfortunately there are some personalities that are not agreeable to all the people on council but. Mr. Gardner stated let him ask this question, the Mayor brought up about one applicant resigning and Ernie stated that all five positions have to be filled, so we have four is that correct. Mr. Gardner stated is he correct that we have four now and not five. Mr. Alfano stated he does not know. Mrs. Chambers stated that the one gentleman emailed that he is not interested. Mayor Durdines stated that he is saying to approve it with the five and then if that individual wants to resign let him resign and then we’ll advertise for the vacancy instead of dragging this out for another  month. Mrs. Chambers stated but he has already said that he does not want to serve. He says to remove his name. Mayor Durdines stated what he is saying instead of dragging the adoption of the Ordinance out for another month or longer just vote it up or down. You spend all this time rehashing it and in the end you have to vote it up or down anyways. Mrs. Bridges stated her concern is that you have other people from the community who for some reason didn’t see the advertisement or whatever but wants to be considered for the positions though now we’re just arbitrarily going to shut them out. Mr. Mariscotti stated well if they are not concerned enough to have their applications in by the deadline that we’ve established, seriously then how responsible are they going to be to serve on the commission that is as important as this. If you’re not responsible enough to have your name in by the time that it was advertised. Mrs. Chambers stated it was only in the Herald Standard and not everyone saw that. She stated that she didn’t see it. Mrs. Bridges stated maybe everybody didn’t see it.  The names that are on there are the people that come to the meetings, basically for the most part, and know what is happening but a lot of people don’t look at the paper. Mr. Mariscotti stated we’ve only ever advertised in one paper correct, this isn’t the first time we’ve ever advertised for a position and now all of the sudden we got five names we had five positions to fill and we decided that well maybe we need more people to apply for this, unbelievable. Mr. Gardner stated his concern is what was brought up by Mr. Bittner. He doesn’t want to get into a precedent setting thing where we have deadlines on other things and some council person comes in and says hey wait a minute; they want this extended for two more weeks and that could happen. All of us up here have to face the fact that that could happen. Mr. Mariscotti stated and you are exactly right. Mr. Alfano stated at this time he will resurrect the motion to approve Ordinance #522 Creating and Establishing a Planning Commission with the names so provided and if somebody wants to resign after it is established they can send a letter of resignation in. Mrs. Chambers asked if would be appropriate to read the names with the terms. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t have it with him. Betty stated that she has them. Mr. Alfano asked Miss Pfrogner to read the names with their terms. She stated James Maddiex date term expires, December 31, 2011, Irene Mariscotti date term of office expires December 31, 2012, Norman Hasbrouck date term expires is December 31, 2013, Peter J. Capanna date term of office expires December 31, 2014, Michael S. Sears date term of office expires December 31, 2015. Mrs. Chambers asked if their was a second to the motion. Mr. Mariscotti seconded the motion. Mrs. Chambers asked for further discussion and then a roll call vote.

Motion by Alfano/Mariscotti to approve Ordinance #522 Creating and Establishing a Planning Commission with the members and their terms as follows; James Maddiex  date term expires, December 31, 2011, Irene Mariscotti date term of office expires December 31, 2012, Norman Hasbrouck date term expires is December 31, 2013, Peter J. Capanna date term of office expires December 31, 2014, Michael S. Sears date term of office expires December 31, 2015 duly carried with Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Mr. Alfano, and Mr. Bittner voting yes and Mrs. Bridges and Mrs. Chambers voting no. Mrs. Bridges qualified her vote by stating that she would like to see the advertisement extended and she would like to see any applicants that apply be interviewed by the council. 

TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEM

Mr. Alfano stated that the new telephone communication system has been installed and he understands that everyone is pretty happy with it so far. Everyone will have a voice message box so feel free to leave messages for all the council people in their voice message boxes and employees as well.

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to approve Mr. Alfano’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GARDNER

HIRE POLICE CHIEF

Motion by Gardner/Bridges to hire Jeff Gillen a 25 year veteran of the Pennsylvania State Police as Chief of Police for California Borough subject to 180 day probation, a non-competitive test, a background check, and also filling out an I-9 form. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks Mr. Gardner should mention when he will start his duties. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks it is January 3rd. Mr. Mariscotti stated that he thinks he should also mention that if something comes up with Chief of Police position regarding Ricky that he has agreed to step down. Mr. Gardner stated it is in there, in the memorandum of understanding. Mr. DeHaas stated he would suggest that Mr. Gardner make the motion subject to the execution of the Memorandum of Understanding, the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Understanding. Mr. Gardner stated how to make it, how you just said it, okay he stated he makes that part of the motion. Mrs. Chambers asked Mrs. Bridges to second the amended motion and asked for a roll call vote. The motion carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

INTERVIEWS FOR PARKING ATTENDANT

Mr. Gardner stated they had interviews for the parking attendant and we have it down to two fine ladies that we probably hire, but at this time he doesn’t want to give the names because we are going to draw up a job description that has to be approved and then the names will be revealed. He stated that they interviewed about seven people and it came down to two fine ladies. 

SET METER VIOLATIONS FOR 2011

Mr. Gardner stated we also in 2011 we will review the meter violations payments, they are thinking of increasing the fines and so on. 

Mr. Gardner announced that the Food Bank is next Wednesday and he wants to thank Mrs. Martin personally and all her students and everybody at that school that donated a ton of food in November. He stated that he also wants to thank other people that don’t want their names mentioned that donated financially. With those financial donations we will be purchasing vouchers so they can get a ham or turkey for Christmas and everyone that has contributed, all the helpers that come down and all the college students, tons of them that come, we have 20 to 30 college students coming down there every month. We wish we had a better place; we try to bring them inside so they don’t have to stand outside, but he just wants to thank everybody and wish everyone a Merry Christmas. 

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Gardner if they don’t hire the parking attendants at this meeting will you do it in January. Mr. Gardner stated yes, there are some other things we have to go over. Mr. Bittner stated the interviews are over and you have made your recommendations for the people are that correct. Mr. Gardner stated yes. 

Motion by Bridges/Alfano to accept Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

Mr. Mariscotti stated he is short and sweet this month.

STREET DEPARTMENT STATUS REPORT

Mr. Mariscotti stated that  the guys have been patching pot holes, picking up leaves, cleaning out the storm drains, changing road signs, and they’ve had to salt a couple of times this week. Half of the garage roof is done whenever the weather gives them a chance they will get back to the other side. Mr. Mariscotti stated that all the trees were trimmed on Third and Wood Street. Vehicle maintenance and repairs, the police cars have had a couple minor issues like a new battery in the K9 vehicle and truck maintenance is ongoing. He stated they are ready for winter and we have over 100 tons of salt right now and there is more scheduled for delivery. He stated the truck that they ordered and purchased is due in here in the next few weeks and we should get it just before Christmas and it will have to go out to be outfitted with the plows and the salt spreader, so it should be on the road by the middle of January, hopefully if everything goes right. 

THANK YOUS–

ARMY NAVY STORE

Mr. Mariscotti thanked the Army Navy Store because they donated flags for the Borough both the Rotary Park and the cemetery coming into town. Mrs. Chambers stated that was really nice.

PATSY ALFANO

Mr. Mariscotti thanked Patsy for getting this new phone system done.

STREET DEPARTMENT

Mr. Bittner stated that Jeff and his crew have saved us a ton of money on auto repairs, we’ve had quite a bit of repair and they have done most of it in house and they’ve saved us a ton of money. Mrs. Chambers stated and they saved us by repairing the roof on the garage and thanked them for that also. Mrs. Chambers stated if he totals everything up he’ll tell us he’s working for nothing.

Mr. Gardner asked if there was anything on the Cable contract if it has been settled yes. Mr. Mariscotti stated no actually we had a meeting last month and it was only attended by Norm and himself, so we didn’t get too much done. He stated they will pick up the pace, lets say we’ll cancel the meeting for this month since it is right before the holiday and we’ll pick up the pace in January and try to get with the President of the operation manager from Armstrong down here for the January meeting and we’ll get JR here and a couple of the other people from the University. Mr. Gardner asked if he could send out an email the day before the meetings. Mr. Mariscotti stated sure it the third Monday of the month. 

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to accept Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PERSONNEL - MRS. BRIDGES & MR. GARDNER

ACCEPT NOTICE OF RETIREMENT – ELIZABETH PFROGNER

Mrs. Bridges stated for those of you who don’t know out there that Elizabeth Pfrogner our Borough Secretary will be retiring at the end of the month. Mrs. Bridges stated she wants to thank her for many years of dedicated service and hard work in the borough and wished her the very best in her retirement. Mrs. Chambers stated yes we do. Mrs. Bridges asked if anyone has any comments before she makes the motion. Mrs. Chambers stated it has been a pleasure to work with her these past three years and that she has been a tremendous help to her and she knows that she will enjoy herself. Miss Pfrogner stated it is going to be different and she will truly miss all of them. Mr. Gardner stated that he sent Betty an email and he’d rather it just stay between him and her. Mr. Bittner stated to Elizabeth that she is a wealth of knowledge and he’s never asked her a question that she hasn’t been able to answer or get him the answer for and she has a special skill that not too many people have and they love her. Miss Pfrogner thanked him and stated that she will be taking stress to a whole new level she will be chasing after a 2 ½ year old. Mr. Mariscotti thanked her for her many years of service. Mayor Durdines states when he took office five years ago and he was pretty green and didn’t know a whole lot about how things really worked in Municipal Government, he had some book knowledge and everything, but without her help it would have been a more difficult learning experience. He stated that she has provided a lot of knowledge and a lot of help and he appreciates that and the borough is really going to miss her. Miss Pfrogner thanked him and stated she will miss him as well. The audience applauded. Mrs. Chambers stated 17 ½ years of dedicated service, wow.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to accept the resignation of Elizabeth Pfrogner from the position of Borough Secretary/Treasurer for the purpose of retirement effective December 31, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye. Mr. Bittner added a symbolic no.

Mrs. .Bridges stated that her next motion will be to pay Miss Pfrogner for unused Sick and Vacation Leave.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner  to authorize payment to Elizabeth Pfrogner as follows: $4,200.00 for 120 unused sick days at $35.00 each and $3.406.00 for 5 weeks of earned vacation for 2011 which is $200.00 at $17.03 per hour duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

APPOINT BORUGH SECRETARY/TREASURER

Mrs. Bridges stated it is not on here but we need to appoint a Borough Secretary/Treasurer for beginning with January 1st. 

Motion was made by Bridges to appoint Shirley Evans to the position of Borough Secretary/Treasurer effective January 1, 2011 with a 180 day probationary period and to authorize the Solicitor to develop a Memorandum of Understanding for Miss Evans. Mr. Gardner seconded the motion for discussion. Mr. Bittner stated he thought they had brought up just for discussion an interim appointment for all the office positions until we brought a Borough Manager on board and get their input like we want to get the input of the new Chief of Police on some things that we want to do also. He thought that suggestion came up that day and he just thought it may work. Mrs. Chambers stated that a Secretary/Treasurer and a Borough Manager are two separate and distinct. Mr. Bittner stated this has nothing to do with the candidate or anything else he thought it was just office organization and management. Mrs. Bridges asked what is the difference between an interim and having a 180 day probationary period. Mrs. Bridges stated that’s what we’re giving everyone else so she’s just throwing it out there. Mr. Bittner stated he understands. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any further discussion. She stated this will be a Memorandum of Understanding is that correct, 180 days. Mr. Alfano stated everyone else has gotten one. Mr. Mariscotti stated that seems to be the precedent that’s been established. Mrs. Chambers stated well it seems that we’re better served as is the candidate if everything is in writing. Mr. Mariscotti stated he agrees. Mr. Mariscotti asked if we have to wait until Jan. 1st to do that, he knows Betty is not finishing the year correct. Miss Pfrogner stated technically her last day is the 31st, but really her last day here will be the 23rd because we are off the 24th and she’s taking the last week off as vacation. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks Betty and Shirley have been working; as a matter of fact they came in Sunday so they wouldn’t be bothered and they’ve been working all along together. Mrs. Chambers stated to Mr. DeHaas, legally we can’t have two Borough Secretaries, so one leaves on the 31st and one begins on the 1st. Mr. DeHaas stated yes earlier you passed a resolution to employee a Police Chief who will not be effective until Jan. 3rd and you can use an effective date for someone you are appointing to that position and it would be after the 31st when Elizabeth if finished. Mr. Alfano asked if Donna should amend her motion to include that it will be subject to the terms of the memorandum of understanding. Mrs. Bridges stated she will do that and she did put that we authorize the Solicitor to draw up a memorandum of understanding. Mr. DeHaas stated the way Pat stated it would be better. Mrs. Bridges stated that is fine. Mr. Gardner asked if there is an effective date on that. Mrs. Bridges stated well she put January 1st because by code she believes we need someone to do those duties come Jan 1st when Betty leaves. Mrs. Chambers stated okay so a motion was made and duly seconded, is there anymore discussion. Mrs. Chambers asked for a roll call.

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to appoint Shirley Evans to the position of Borough Secretary/Treasurer effective January 1, 2011 with a 180 day probationary period and subject to the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding and to authorize the Solicitor to develop a Memorandum of Understanding for Miss Evans duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to appoint  Lori Clancy as the Assistant Borough Secretary/Treasurer because we’re going to need someone to fill in and we got to have that second signature with the same stipulations as Shirley Evans with a Memorandum of Understanding the same start date, etc. Mr. Alfano stated if she has a memorandum of understanding he imagines it will include her duties as Code Enforcement secretary as well. Mr. Bittner stated yes just as Shirley has the sewage but she still had that because we needed a signature in case someone is not here, because we can’t go without a back up. Mrs. Chambers stated this is the input that Ernie will need from us; just what is included in their responsibilities. Mr. Bittner stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated we’ll talk about that then, and all of this is contingent on the memorandum of understanding and 180 days probation. Mr. Bittner stated correct the same as for Shirley. Mrs. Chambers called for a roll call. 

APPOINT ASSITANT SECRETARY/TREASURER

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to appoint Lori Clancy to the position of Assistant Secretary/Treasurer effective January 1, 2011 with a 180 day probationary period and subject to the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding and to authorize the Solicitor to develop a Memorandum of Understanding for Mrs. Clancy duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

BOROUGH MANAGER

Mrs. Bridges stated we have been getting some applications for Borough Manager, they’ve been trickling in so we’re going to wait until we get a few of them and go through them and possibly be setting up interviews sometime in the beginning of the year. 

Motion by Alfano/Bittner to accept Mrs. Bridge’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

ENGINEER – ART BROWER

GRANVILLE PUMP STATION

Mr. Brower stated to report on the Granville project the contractor is going to begin the pump station in January and we figure it will take about 2 – 3 months so people can start getting tapped in at that time. 

GREENSBURG ENVIRONMENTAL

Mr. Brower stated he has an invoice or an application for payment for mobilization and their bonding for $7,402.50 and this is the contractor for the pump stations, general construction, application – payment 1. Mrs. Chambers asked if this will be paid out of Penn Vest. Mr. Brower stated it can come out of the bond and H2O money. Mr. Brower stated you will pay out of the bond and you’ll get reimbursed dollar for dollar from H2O. 

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to pay Greensburg Environment for their application for payment #1 in the amount of $7,402.50 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

LIBRARY BOILER

Mr. Brower stated he doesn’t knows the exact number but he knows that the low number was Hollowood. Heating & Cooling contractor. Mrs. Bridges stated she believes it is $3,525.00 Mr. Brower stated it was substantially lower and he told them we would try to award it at this meeting. Mrs. Chambers stated okay Mr. Brower recommends that the Library’s Boiler be replaced by Mark Hollowood Plumbing & Heating business for $3,525.00 subject to correction. There was some discussion about the bids. Mrs. Chambers asked Betty if should would go and get the bid so they have the correct number. 

Mr. Gardner asked Art Brower if the sewer line going up Highland Drive will reach McCain’s house. Mr. Brower stated we are going as far as the fire school buildings. So if he is on Highland Drive going down the hill to Knob then yes. Mr. Gardner stated no he’s up there about another 200 feet. Mr. Bittner stated that new house that sits back in up there when you’re coming to California, no we’re not going that far to get him you’d have to extend to California. Mr. Gardner asked Jon if there is anyway we could pick that up because he’s been begging for that. Mr. Bittner stated that would be a good area to put infrastructure in with the anticipation of people building on that farm. But if that farm was bought in one big piece we’d lose that like the Harris farm was bought by one entity to be used by one group. Mr. Bittner stated he would probably have to wait Art until we’re done with the project to see if there is any money left to expend out there because right now on a per basis, usage basis that would be a lot of money spent, but if you have money left over we could go out there on a speculative thing to do that, that would be the are to go to. Mr. Mariscotti stated what if he would put a grinder pump in. Mr. Bittner stated that is a pretty good distance.  Art stated yes he’d have to go clear to the fire school. Mr. Brower stated we have two areas one is Malden and we’d have like 12 or 13 houses, we’re talking about going out to the radio station and there is a cluster of houses there, maybe 6 and if it makes sense, we’ll take a look at the other and if it makes sense he will bring the numbers in and you’ll have to decide if you want to expend it then. 

Motion by Gardner/Mariscotti to award the contract for the Library boiler to Hollowood Heating in the amount $3,525.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers asked Elizabeth to notify them tomorrow. 

Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve the Engineer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

MAYOR’S REPORT - CASEY DURDINES

HIRE PART TIME OFFICER

Mayor stated that we have received several applications for part time police officer position and there is one that stood out a little bit above the rest since he formally worked for this police department, that was Wesley Robert Sheets. Mayor stated a lot of you people probably know him, he is a local guy, a member of our fire department, and he was a police officer here for about a year a year and half maybe, he worked as the school resource officer in addition to patrol shifts. He is dare certified and he was an asset to our department then and he believes he would be an asset to our department now. The reason he left was to pursue employment in North Carolina, Highpoint University, where he was the judicial affairs director at the University. He has since returned to the are to be closer to his family. Also since he worked here before he will require no training and he already has the uniform and equipment and the only thing that would be need is to get his MPOTEC number back and that doesn’t take too very long. He stated at this time he is asking that borough council hire Wesley Robert Sheets as a Part Time Police officer according the terms outlined in the Collective Bargaining Agreement. Mrs. Chambers asked since we are hiring a new chief she would very much like the new Chief to be part of the interview process on this, for all these part timers truly, she stated she would like to give him that courtesy and get his input on it if you wouldn’t mind. Mayor stated he would like to see him get started because we can use some people plus he can get started in a shorter amount of time then another new hire would. It is going to save us money in the long run because you won’t have to put him out there with another officer for a couple months until he learns the road because he already knows the area. Mr. Gardner stated him personally Mayor, he thinks there are about 7 applications and he would like to interview him along with the other 7. Mayor stated as we talked about before he would like to hire multiple people but like he says he would like to get this one in now just because it is an easy hire. Mr. Gardner stated that he agrees partially with Sheila in that he thinks the new Chief should be part of this so if you could wait until January. Mayor stated if he hadn’t worked here before and that he didn’t know he was already a good employee he would completely agree with Mr. Gardner. The other 7 or so applicants absolutely lets wait till January and sit down with the new Chief. 

Motion was made by Bittner to hire Rob Sheets as Part Time Officer under the terms of the collective bargaining agreement. Mr. Mariscotti seconded the motion and asked if all his paperwork still valid. Mayor stated he believes so, yes.  Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any further discussion and then called for a roll call vote. 

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to hire Rob Sheets as a Part Time Officer under the terms of the collective bargaining agreement duly carried on a roll call vote with Mr. Bittner, Mr. Mariscotti, and Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, and Mrs. Chambers voting no and Mayor breaking the tie with a yes vote. 

Motion by Bittner/Alfano to approve the Mayors report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – MR. DEHAAS

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Chambers called for an executive session to discuss Tomko. Council went into executive session at 7:50 and reconvened at 8:30. 

Mrs. Chambers stated we discussed the Tomko lawsuit and asked Mr. DeHaas to report on that. Mr. DeHaas stated as council knows the judge scheduled and did conduct a conference in this case yesterday. The purpose of the conference was to determine whether the case could be resolved and included the evaluation of the merit of the case. As a result of that conference he would recommend to council that the case would settle on the following terms; that the Borough pay Tomko the remaining retainage which it has been holding under the contract from the Penn Vest loan funds that retaining being in the amount of $149,158.60 and that the Borough pay the following amount from the sewer fund for several claims that Tomko had made for work done and their alleged damages and that the amount be paid to settle that claim is $950,841.40. This would be the full settlement of all amounts due under the contract and in exchange for a complete release and discontinuance of the law suit full prejudice so he makes that recommendation to council. Mrs. Chambers stated that Mr. DeHaas has made a recommendation would someone like that in a motion please. Mrs. Bridges made the motion and Mr. Mariscotti seconded the motion. 

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti to pay Tomko retainage in the amount of $149,158.60 form the Penn Vest funds and $950,841.40 from the sewer fund in exchange for the complete release and discontinuance of the law suit duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers asked council if there is any more business under the business part of the meeting. Council indicated no. Mrs. Chambers stated the business part of the meeting is closed and we will go to recognition of citizens. 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

JIM MADDIEX 

Mr. Maddiex stated he has four things. He stated that he will miss Betty. And he has said this before that her shoes will be hard to fill. Second thing is he thanked Council for appointing him to the Planning Commission and he’ll need to resign his term on the Zoning Hearing Board and he believes the process is that Mr. Weaver is the alternate and he will take his position and you’ll need to advertise for an alternate. He stated he believes that is the correct procedure. Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. Weaver? Mr. Bittner stated Mr. Knight. Mr. Maddiex stated oh okay he had the wrong name. The third thing is with the Mayor resigning at the end of the year what will the status of the Mayors position be. He believes that the procedure will be that Mrs. Chambers would assume at least for January the Mayor’s position and the Vice President would assume your chair and you would need to either advertise to temporarily fill the position and an election would be held. Mrs. Chambers stated council has 30 days to fill the Mayors position, during that time the President, according to Municipal Code, serves as Mayor and President. However, the President can only have one vote either as a council member or as Mayor, alright. She continued if the position is not filled in 30 days the County Court will so fill it. Mr. Maddiex stated okay. Mrs. Chambers stated now either we advertise that position will be open and someone can run and it will be on the ballot for the May primary and whoever is elected in November will complete the final two years of Mr. Mayors’ term. Mr. Maddiex stated he doesn’t plan on running he’s just asking so people know what the procedure is going to be. Mrs. Chambers thanked him. Mr. Maddiex stated the fourth thing is, and Mr. Gardner beat him to it, that he wants to wish everybody, and he’s not being politically correct, a Merry Christmas. 

BELINDA FOREMAN

Mrs. Foreman stated she has something to pass out and she is hand delivering them remember because unfortunately they don’t make it to council.  She stated she will not read it out loud but basically what she is going to say is what the council members got. Firstly, after reviewing the Minutes from the Council meeting on October 28th she noted an error in the recognition of citizens section that needs to be brought to the attention of council. There is an enclosure in there, there is a not that needs to be taken out because it definitely changes what she said. She said it said something about he rules are not being broken and well yes they are. Secondly, on June 3, 2010 she received documentation from the right to know officer, Shirley Evans that stated that the property located at 317 Ash Street has never filed for a rental permit. On Sept. 9, 2010 Miss Evans informed that 316 Ash Street does not have a rental permit. This is reflected in the minutes from Sept. 9, 2010. These are properties are now in an R1 zone which does not allow the grating of rental permits. She stated that she stated all of this at the Sept. 9, 2010 council meeting. At that same time and you can check the council’s adopted minutes Mr. Bittner clarified that also by saying and she quoted “Mr. Bittner clarified for us that 317 Ash Street cannot be given an exemption even if it does apply to borough council”. According to all of these facts no renters of any kind should be living at either of these properties. She stated that she spoke with Mr. Cotrill this morning, December 9, 2010, to clarify some information as she was preparing for this meeting. He informed her that there is a family and not students living at 317 Ash Street, so he claims this is allowed so no further action is going to be taken. He also informed her that no action is being taken on 316 Ash Street property because he is waiting to hear from the Solicitor, Mr. DeHaas. Mr. Cotrill said that he is not sure what to tell the landlord at 316 whether the landlord should meet with council or with the zoning board or with him. As Mr. Bittner stated at the previous council meeting the Ordinance has changed and there is no Conditional provisions in the new ordinance so the properties cannot get exemptions, so there is nothing to discuss with council, the zoning board, or anyone else. She does not see why he is waiting for word from Mr. DeHaas. She does not see why she is getting the run around. Due to inaction and lack of communication renters are allowed to continue to live in unauthorized housing, landlords continue to collect money, and she has to fight for a parking spot. She stated last night which was December 8th ironically, she and her husband had to tell two separate cars that were driven by renters that they couldn’t park in front of my driveway, blocking it. This occurred after 10:30. Now granted she goes to bed early because she has to get up at 5:30 in the morning. She didn’t appreciate getting woken out of bed because her dogs were carrying on because somebody is blocking her driveway. So why does she have to police her property at all hours. She stated that she should not even be standing her because if these issues with these residence and she’s sure others in the borough were handled properly there would not be an extra burden of cars on the street. 

MISS LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Miss Vitchoff stated several months ago it was brought to your attention that the I-9, it was a federal law that the I-9’s should be completed by all employees of this borough and that all employers should require that. You were asked if you were in compliance and a result of receiving Right to know information it is very obvious that you are not in compliance with this federal law. She stated that she wants to remind them of the importance of complying with this federal law in ensuring that all new employees, and all employees are suppose to have an I-9 form. You are still not in compliance with this federal law and also it very much appears that you are discriminating against some employees of this borough who have been required to complete an I-9. This is serious you all can be fined and the borough can be fined thousands and thousands of dollars. Can somebody tell her when the borough will be in compliance and she asked Mr. DeHaas to tell her why this continues to happen. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks she will have to check with the Borough Secretary to see when they’ll be completing the I-9’s. She stated that she doesn’t have any information on that right now. Miss Vitchoff asked Mr. DeHaas to express to these people how important this is, you are aware of how important this is, aren’t you. Mrs. Chambers stated Mr. DeHaas has communicated with them that it was brought up that Council should fill out I-9’s and that is not so. Miss Vitchoff stated she is not talking about council she is talking about employees. Mrs. Chambers stated she will check with the borough secretary to find out when and who has not completed them and they’ll do that as quickly as possible. Miss Vitchoff asked if she would say that would be done before the next meeting. Mrs. Chambers stated she would hope so. Miss Vitchoff stated well can you guarantee the taxpayers that the borough is not going to be fined. Mrs. Chambers stated she cannot right at this moment, but she will do her best. Miss Vitchoff stated okay and with that is it past practice for, and she knows that the parking ticket wasn’t paid, but is it past practice for the borough to pay the expenses for a police officer to use borough property and the gas and everything if they are going to a hearing or something like that as a result of their employment at another, in another jurisdiction. Mr. Gardner stated it use to be and he doesn’t know if it is still that way or not, and the Mayor can clarify it if he is wrong. It use to be you get 2 hours for a hearing, then there was a stipulation in the labor contract and he’s saying yes about court cases and so on. That court case can be in any jurisdiction, Westmoreland, Fayette, wherever, you are supposed to show up, the concern he has is what he said before, he knows when he was here as far as he knows even now if you get a parking ticket you pay it, not the borough the employee pays it the police office. Mayor stated her question was if an individual is going to a hearing that is the result of work that they did for another law enforcement agency. Now in the past Chief Encapera and he required that that was okay you could go ahead and go if it occurred during your work hours, however, we required the individual to punch out and go do what they had to do, come back clock back in and finish out their shift. Mr. Gardner stated that he will get her a better answer. Miss Vitchoff stated okay. She stated to Mr. DeHaas that she has a question for him that is relative to the representation of the borough, so hypothetically if we had one of our street people who didn’t have a drivers license and it was brought to your attention that they did not have a drivers license but they were driving one of the vehicles around the borough and continuing to do that, would it be your role to help that person get a drivers license or would it be your rule to protect the borough and make sure that the borough is not liable should that person not have a drivers license. Mr. DeHaas stated that he is not here to answer hypothetical questions that he is here to advise council. Miss Vitchoff stated last month Mr. DeHaas you did answer a question for a citizen. Mrs. Chambers stated that he is not here to answer hypothetical questions period. Miss Vitchoff stated but he answered one last month. Mrs. Chambers stated well you know what. Miss Vitchoff stated so you are not going to answer it for me. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct. Miss Vitchoff stated you are not going to answer it for Lorraine Vitchoff but you will answer it for someone else. She stated she will make sure that she attends to that. 

DAVE MCCLELLAND

Mr.McClelland stated that over in Granville they shoot over on that slate dump every day when they are deer hunting and stuff and they called the cops on me for shooting ground hogs. That’s fine, but the next time they call the cops on me for shooting ground hogs just keep in mind they shoot over there everyday, shooting deer and rabbits and stuff. He stated that he plans on putting in a shooting range over on that slate dump when he buys that property. He is buying 4 acres over there off of Slogiks and he is going to put a shooting range over there. Is there a problem with the borough? Mrs. Chambers stated you are buying the property. Mr. McClelland stated at the gun club they have a shooting range up there. Is there a problem with me putting one in? Mrs. Chambers stated so you’re buying 4 acres and you will use it as your private shooting range. Mr. McClelland stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated and you will post it no trespassing and all of that. Mr. McClelland stated yes he will. Mrs. Chambers state as long as it is properly posted she doesn’t see why he would have a problem. Mr. McClelland stated okay and he will be shooting there on Saturdays and during the week. Mrs. Chambers stated sure. Mayor stated that he wouldn’t say in a meeting that that is absolutely okay until we have someone actually research that. He personally does not have a problem with him doing that and Mayor stated that he would be happy if he invited him down to shoot. Mr. McClelland stated you come shoot anytime you want; it is a slate dump that is what it is. Mr. Bittner stated that should go through the Zoning office. Mr. McClelland asked what is city limits, can they tell him that. He stated if he came to town and started shooting he could understand that. Mrs. Chambers stated she think Mr. Bittner is absolutely correct you need to give the Zoning office the co-ordinates of the property that you intend on using, he can look and see if it is in city limits, what is required, and what is not allowed. Mr. McClelland stated it is at the end of School Street and across the creek. Mrs. Chambers stated if you come in and see Mr. Cotrill that would be great. Mr. McClelland asked what days is he in.  Mr. Alfano stated Mondays and Thursdays from 8:00 – 4:30. Mayor stated he believes that is agricultural and it is pretty liberal in the restrictions his only concerns would be if he had the proper stops and everything. 

MISS LORRAINE VITCHOFF
Miss Vitchoff stated she just wants to make sure, Mrs. Bridges you are in charge of the personnel area. Mrs. Bridges stated partially with Mr. Gardner. Miss Vitchoff asked her if she is aware that it is against the federal law to employee someone who has not turned in and to pay them who has not turned in an I-9 form to you. Mrs. Bridges stated she knows it is a federal law that everyone must submit one to the borough. Miss Vitchoff stated it is against the law for you to continue to employee them. Mrs. Bridges stated she would assume so at some point yes. Miss Vitchoff stated it is and you are way over your time limit. Mrs. Bridges stated like Mrs. Chambers said we have to check with the Secretaries to see if there has indeed been someone who hasn’t turned in their I-9 form. Miss Vitchoff stated well this is such a serious issue that she can’t understand why the citizens through a right to know request would know that there is someone that has not turned one in and you all are suppose to be obeying the law and you don’t know that you have an employee who has not turned in an I-9 form. Mrs. Bridges stated well you asked through a right to know request that is how you know, we’re just assuming that our employees are doing their jobs and until we check to make sure that they are doing their job we don’t know. Miss Vitchoff stated that is not their job that is your job. Mrs. Chambers stated did you know that after three years you can destroy the I-9 form so someone that has been here 3 years and 1 month will not have one. They are only good for three years. Miss Vitchoff right and you just have to keep on checking to make sure your employees are valid and that is your responsibility. So when and if the federal government comes down on this borough. Mrs. Chambers stated you make sure you call them, you do that. Miss Vitchoff stated when and if they come down on this borough will you be financially responsible for your negligence, if in fact it is negligence. Mrs. Chambers stated that would have to be proven in court. Miss Vitchoff stated would you be willing to be financially responsible. Mrs. Chambers stated that would have to proven in court don’t you think. Miss Vitchoff stated would you be willing to be responsible. Mrs. Chambers stated she is not going to answer that question right now. Mrs. Bridges stated Lorraine you have asked a question and we said we would research it; you don’t have to go on and on and on. Miss Vitchoff stated she just wants to make sure they understand how serious this is. It is a federal law. Mrs. Bridges stated she has dealt with I-9 forms for many many years since 1986 so she is aware of I-9 forms. Miss Vitchoff stated great. 

DANNY FOWKES

Mr. Fowkes stated when Galvie said something about the meter maid that you were going to hire was that outside the contract. Mr. Gardner stated yes he explained that at the last meeting. If you go under the contract you are suppose to offer it to the part time which we did, one person applied, we sent a certified letter to that person. That person did not respond. He then got a hold of the Teamsters and as a matter of fact, he emailed me back. Mr. Fowkes stated you talked to Roy. Mr. Gardner stated Mr. Bittner made a comment if Roy would put it in writing. Mr. Gardner stated he has it from Roy in writing to go ahead and move along. Mr. Fowkes stated okay he just wanted clarification that is all he wanted. Mr. Fowkes stated on behalf of the sewage department and the street department they would like to thank Betty Pfrogner for her service. He stated those are big shoes to fill for the next person coming in because without her we would have been lost with a lot of issues down at the garage. He thanked her and wished her a happy retirement. Miss Pfrogner thanked him and stated she will really miss those guys they mean a lot to her. 

JANET MCGINITY

Mrs. McGinity stated she thinks the residents of this community ought to thank her too. Many many years ago her father made the recommendation to hire you and she thinks he did a great job in choosing her when he served on council along with the other council members that voted for her. She stated that she thinks everyone in this community owes her a gratitude for your service to this community and she doesn’t think that anyone she knows and she’s been dealing with this for a long time there has been great borough secretaries and she thinks she has to be up there among the number ones. Mrs. McGinity stated she wants to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and she’d like to see in this New Year that we all work toward getting this town more peaceful, okay, more understanding, more understanding between the residents and borough council, more cooperation from everyone in this town because this is our town. She stated that she would like to see more cooperation from the University with the town. She sees a lot of inconsistencies with the University and the town. She thinks the students are wanting more cooperation with the residents. The residents possibly maybe need to talk to the students because she thinks the students now are wanting to cooperate more with the town. She stated that she would like to see that because she thinks we need this town to start to bond okay. It takes cooperation to make a successful community. It takes understanding and knowing that there are mistakes made from residents and council members also but to understand that and work together to make it better. She stated she has dealt with this for many years, she has seen councils come and go and she’s seen residents come and go and she has seen a lot of things come and go in this town, but she would like to see one thing remain; this town. All of us love it. All of us love part of it. We invested our money in it, we’ve bought property here, we want to be a part of this town and we want to make it grow. But we also have to realize people make mistake and we have to try to work together to correct those mistakes and the battling between the town, between the council, between the residents, between the University this all needs to build together. If we put all of these bad feelings and make them into good feelings we would have a town that everyone would brag about. She stated that she would like to see that happen and see California become a community, not enemies. She wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

DAVE MCCLELLAND

Mr. McClelland stated that he wanted to say that he is glad the sewage is finally coming to light  and that they are going to start the pump station in Granville and they’ve laid the pipe up over the hill. He asked if anyone realizes the last thing that was actually done in Granville that didn’t cost the residents of Granville anything. Mr. McClelland stated they put in two street light in 1956. Mr. Bittner stated they paved the streets. Mr. McClelland stated they didn’t pave them they tarred and chipped them. Mr. Bittner stated he knows that they may not be the greatest but that is what they did. Mrs. Bridges stated she remembers those street lights when she was young. Mr. Bittner stated Mr. McClelland can be the first one to tap into the sewer line out there. 

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 8:55 pm
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