Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, August 12 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER: President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Miss Roberts

ABSENT: Mr. Mariscotti, Mayor Durdines

MOMENT OF SILENCE: Mrs. Chambers asked for a moment of silence for Drew Bryner

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: President Chambers asked everyone to pledge the flag

Mrs. Chambers stated our attorney is just pulling in and we have several items to discuss in executive session, dealing with a law suit and the potential of settling it, and then we have discussion on police personnel and we would like to go into the executive session immediately and the reason is because there may be things we want to put on the agenda that we can vote on tonight and tidy up some things. She just wants to wait for a moment until Mr. DeHaas comes in and we will go into executive session, come back and report on what we are committed to report on and hopefully be able to vote on some things. She asked council if everyone is in agreement. Council went into executive session at 6:37 pm
Council reconvened at 7:30 pm
Mrs. Chambers thanked everyone for their patience. She stated that they discussed a law suit with Dave Jones which we are going to put on Mr. DeHaas’s report so we can settle the issue. She stated they also discussed a workers comp. case that dealt with a police officer. She stated we discussed pending litigation involving a police officer. 

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA:

Mrs. Chambers stated add Dave Jones lawsuit to Mr. DeHaas’s

Mr. Brower added Chalfant Road under engineer’s report

Mrs. Chambers stated the agenda will be adopted 

MINUTES:

Motion by Bridges/Alfano to adopt the minutes of July 8, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no comments at this time

SECRETARY/TREASURE REPORT
Miss Pfrogner read the accounts balance effective July 31, 2010

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve the Secretary/Treasurer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENT CHAMBERS REPORT

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mrs. Chambers stated on July 29, 2010 there was an executive session on workers comp case dealing with a police officer. 
BID OPENING ON REBAR

Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to open the bids for the rebar. Miss Pfrogner stated that council all has a copy of the bids in your packet. Miss Pfrogner stated the first bid is from W.H. Stone & Co., Inc. out of Greensburg, PA. She stated after opening that this is Wendell H. Stone Company, Inc. doing business as Stone & Co. - $ 37,500.00. She stated there is a bid bond here in the amount of 10% and she will have with council president’s permission our borough engineer review these. The second bid is from Assad Iron & Metals, Inc. out of Brownsville, PA. She stated well there is a check. She read that they are enclosing payment of 10% of the total purchasing cost as requested. Miss Pfrogner stated well she will have Mr. Brower look at this. She stated the certified check is in the amount of $4,280.00. Mr. Brower stated and he says that is 10% of his bid. Miss Pfrogner stated yes and he based on it on 428,000.00 at .10 cents per pound. Mr. Brower stated so that works out to $42,800.00. Miss Pfrogner thanked him. She stated the final bid is from Monongahela Iron & Metal Co., Inc. out of Monongahela, PA. She stated there bid is a lump sum of $12,750.00 and they too have a 10% certified check. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Brower to review with Jeff Tuday and Ernie DeHaas too. Mrs. Chambers stated good work to Mr. Tuday. Miss Pfrogner thanked her. Mrs. Chambers stated to Mr. Brower so you will all review it and bring it back to us to award the bids. Mr. Bittner stated we can award it contingent on the review of the engineer and solicitor and get it out of the way. She asked him to make the motion.
Motion by Bittner /Roberts to accept the bid of Assad Iron & Metals for $42,800.00 for the rebar pending the final approval of the engineer and the solicitor duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

USE OF COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers stated the League of Women voters has asked that they can hold a meeting here for the candidates for the congressional district and the state senate district and the house district and the meeting will be held on October 21st, Thursday, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm and it will be aired on California University channel. 
Motion by Gardner to approve the use of the council chambers by the League of Women’s voters duly carried with all members present stating aye. 


Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to notify them.

REQUEST TO DISCONTINUE SEWER BILLING

Mrs. Chambers stated she has a request to discontinue billing on a property that has no water, no sewer, nothing and she needs a motion regarding sewer account #596 to discontinue sewage billing and forgive the balance on the account. Miss Roberts made the motion and Mr. Gardner seconded it. Under discussion Miss Roberts stated we did have someone go through the building and verify that there is absolutely no.... Mrs. Chambers stated Dan Cottrill, our zoning officer inspected the property and has stated that there are no utilities connected to this building, no appliances, facilities, or plumbing installed. She asked for any other discussion

Motion by Roberts/Gardner regarding sewer account 596 to discontinue billing and forgive balance due duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

PURCHASE OF GENERATOR
Mrs. Chambers stated yesterday she went to a meeting held by our State Representative, Peter J. Daley as follow up to the response for the winter that we had about the snow storm and how we lost power, we lost communication. At some point we were talking about warming stations and we’ve decided last February that this building would be great for a warming station; however what if we lose our power, therefore we would have lost our heat and everything. We’ve talked about it before and we know we need a generator for this building and she’d like to authorize our engineer to look into the proper size and she’d like us to consider taking the funds from our local share account, the monies that we get from the casinos. She wants to talk to Mr. Hasbrouck about having a warming center at Cal U and we need to do this now and get information out to people before the power goes out and nobody knows where to go. Miss Roberts asked if she needs a motion. Mrs. Chambers stated yes she would like a motion to authorize.
There was a motion by Roberts/Bridges to have the engineer look into purchasing a proper size generator(s) and come up with some prices for us. Under discussion Mr. Brower asked if he is to get a monetary bid or design and advertise. Mrs. Chambers stated whatever you think is best for us to do. Mr. Brower stated okay. Mr. Bittner stated bid specs for a bid that sounds reasonable to him. Mr. Brower stated okay. Mrs. Chambers stated yes we’ll go out to bid. She stated we need it. We got through February’s storm with the lights and the heat on in here but we don’t have any guarantees. We need a roll call please.
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to have the engineer look into purchasing a proper size generator and come back to council with some prices duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

ADVERTISE SELL OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 

Mrs. Chambers stated the Borough owns a piece of property on Meadow which we advertised for last year to sell and we were approached by someone who was interested in this piece of property and we went out for bid and put a minimum on that bid of $20,000.00 and we didn’t get one reply. Now a gentleman has contacted the borough and got the coordinates of this piece of property and has walked it and Mr. DeHaas has advised us that we should go out for bid again and so she needs a motion to go out for bid on the property on Meadow with a minimum bid of $20,000.00. Mr. Alfano made the motion and Miss Roberts seconded. Under discussion Mr. Gardner asked how did the borough come up with the amount of $20,000.00. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t know that. Mrs. Bridges asked if this will be the second time it’s been out for bid, so it has only been bid out once before. Mrs. Chambers stated yes to her knowledge. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks some of it dealt with some of the legal costs that we had in the property and he thinks there was something dealing with timber that was involved in the property. There were a couple of things added together and along with the solicitor at that time we came up with a figure of $20,000.00. 
Motion Alfano/Roberts to put out for the bid the property on Meadow with a minimum bid of $20,000.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to prepare the advertisement. 

DONATION TO LIBRARY

Mrs. Chambers stated we have also had a request from our California Public Library. They have experienced a $7,319.00 short fall in their support from the State and from Access Pennsylvania. They would like our help and are requesting a $7,000.00 contribution to the library. Everyone got a copy of their letter at our work session. They want to place $4,000.00 in a building and maintenance fund which is currently budgeted at $1,000.00, $2,000.00 in the Technology fund since they have lost all of that support in the past year and $1,000.00 in the book budget. This money again can come out of our local share funds that are the casino monies that we get. On the treasurer’s report there is $142,000.00 in there. Now if someone would like to make a motion use any amount that you would like to give to the library and whatever to come from the local share funds.
Miss Roberts made a motion which was seconded by Alfano to donate $7,000.00 from the Local Share Fund to the California Public Library. Miss Roberts stated she used to be a librarian and she knows how important libraries are. That library in our town as far as she is concerned is an absolute jewel. The State has been cutting their funding for years and years and years. A lot of people that do not have access to computers are able to go down there and use those computers. A lot of people who can’t afford to buy books are able to go down and get books to check out. She stated that she happens to know that the $1,000.00 in a book fund is very, very little money and as far as the repairs go we all know that is an old building. They have done a beautiful job down there maintaining it and she thinks it is very little to ask and she thinks personally, that is a little jewel in our town and we have to help them in any way that we can since the state is cutting way back so her feeling is that $7,000.00 is well worth going to the public library. Mrs. Bridges stated she has a question on the building maintenance that they wan to include money into; is it not the borough’s responsibility to maintain that building down there and she doesn’t know that is why she is asking. Does the Borough maintain the building and take care of it. Mr. Alfano stated this is probably just a general month to month cleaning and such. He stated that we do all the big repairs. Mrs. Chambers stated we had a grant for the roof. Mr. Bittner stated we put the roof on with our CDBG money. Mrs. Chambers stated that building and maintenance could also be the utilities and all that. The library pays those and we have an old furnace in there. Miss Roberts stated and that causes their monthly bills to go up too. Mrs. Bridges stated she just asked because she wasn’t aware of any of that. Miss Roberts stated well it was a good question to ask. Mr. Alfano stated you can’t put a dollar value on the literacy fund for our youth. You got to consider that you know. Miss Roberts stated and our seniors that don’t have access you know. Mr. Gardner stated it is the responsibility of the Borough to maintain that building he is correct. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct.
Motion by Roberts/Alfano to donate $7,000.00 from the Local Share fund to the California Public Library duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers thanked council and stated she thinks that is money well spent. She asked Miss Pfrogner to send them a letter and then however you want to do it, whether they send us bills until we draw down $7,000.00 however, you want to work that out or just put $7,000.00 in their checking account. Miss Pfrogner asked if she just makes it out to the California Borough Library. Mr. Bittner stated there is no use making another book for Elizabeth to do. Miss Pfrogner stated no. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to approve President Chamber’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

FINANCE REPORT – MRS. BRIDGES

PAYMENT OF BILLS

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve payment of the bills duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

RENAMING A PORTION OF RIVERVIEW DRIVE

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to have council approve and proceed with the request to rename Riverview Drive, located on the campus of California University, and the new name to be Hamer Way duly carried with all members present stating aye.
REMOVAL OF PARKING METERS 

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to have approval from council to remove 9 parking meters on Hickory Street and convert the spaces to reserved parking at $360.00 per space per year. 

Under discussion Mr. Gardner stated he thinks, checking with Joyce he thinks it was 8 meters instead of 9. Mrs. Chambers stated she thought Mrs. Bridges counted them. Mrs. Bridges stated she did count them and she counted nine, twice. Mrs. Chambers stated and there is a waiting list of people who want those meters. 

Motion by Bridges/Bittner to have approval from council to remove 9 parking meters on Hickory Street and convert the spaces to reserved parking at $360.00 per space per year duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MRS. CHAMBERS

Mrs. Chambers read the monthly sewage report

Motion Gardner/Roberts to approve the monthly sewer report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER
REPORT ON MAIN PUMP STATION
Mr. Bittner stated this is just a report on the main pump station. He stated he talked to the gentleman from the sewage treatment plant today. The two small motors are back and the large motor probably is going to be out for another week or so. It sustained the most damage. The two small motors just got wet, but the large motor was running when the pump station flooded so there is more damage to that. Cooper Electric he believes is preparing a new electrical panel, since we lost the electrical panel. We are going to put it above ground at the recommendation of Cooper Electric and our engineer. It will make it a lot safer for the gentlemen down there and it’s not going to be any more expensive to put it above ground than putting it down 35 feet in the ground. That way then when there is any work down there it is going to be minimal amount of entry into that station once this takes place. We’re still running with the emergency pump that we have rented and we’re waiting on the motor to come back and we have the parts to fix the pipe that broke, so we’re just waiting until everything falls into place to put it back together. 
REQUEST FOR CLASSES

Mr. Bittner stated he has a request from Mr. Baker for a:

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to send Mr. Baker to PH Environmental Service classes on October 5, 12, and 25 at a total cost of $425.00 and of course his wages for that day duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
Mr. Bittner stated we also have a request from Mr. Santo for a:

Motion by Bittner/Alfano to send Mr. Santo for PH Environmental Service classes on Sept. 17, Oct. 11, and Oct. 18 for a total cost of $275.00 and wages also duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Bridges/Roberts to approve Mr. Bittner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

Mr. Gardner stated before we proceed any further can the people in the audience hear better now that people are using the mikes?

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO

Mr. Alfano stated the first thing on his report tonight is we have received a letter from our Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Cottrill stating that there is at least five properties that he’s getting request from that would like to open a rental house in a R1 zone. He took a quick look at the Ordinance and what he thought was the correct solution was to have a hearing before the planning commission who is the borough council at this time for a change of use. After we presented this information to our solicitor he has rendered a decision that would contradict that and we think that it is probably something that needs to go to Zoning. He stated he doesn’t know if Mr. DeHaas would like to give a brief synopsis of what we need to do there. Mr. DeHaas stated it appears to him that the question is whether council should approve a condition use. When he looks at the Ordinance because it is in an R1 there are no Conditional Uses that are listed in contrast to say the A1 District where there are three uses that are listed as Conditional Uses. He thinks that under these circumstances it would not be permissible for these requests to be dealt with as requests for Conditional Uses; therefore he thinks they would have to be an action to look at the zoning map and perhaps make changes in terms of the districts. Mr. Alfano thanked Mr. DeHaas. 
HMT

Mr. Alfano stated we have been working closely with HMT, who is our vendor that is administering our code enforcement and rental inspections, and as of today we have just about 407 rental permits issued. Out of those 407 there has been 21 that failed that have yet to be re-inspected and there are 2 properties their re-inspects. He stated so that is not too bad in general for all the properties being inspected and those are just the rental units in town. 

COLLECTIONS

Mr. Alfano stated we have collected $22,760.59 so far this year in permit fees that would include 11 permits for new construction & additions, 6 ordinance violations, and rental licensing fees. 

INSPECTIONS

Mr. Alfano stated also in our meeting today we talked about the college units and next week they assured him that all the dorms will be completed. All the dorm inspections and they are all in good shape. There are some issues to be dealt with yet at Vulcan Village and they’re well aware of it and he’s sure they have their staff working on those issues to get some of those units straightened out, mostly on the first level issues. They seem to feel confident that they are not behind at all on their inspections and that they’ll be able to complete them in a timely fashion.

We’ve discovered so far that at least 10 or 12 building in towns have been used for Student rentals that have never been on the rolls so we commend them for their hard work and trying to get everyone to have a safe and habitable house for anyone that rents, not only students, for the coming year. With that said he would like to give an example. He stated these are the rental licenses that will be issued, hot pink. Now you may not see them posted on the outside of the house but we ask any student or parent that wants to make sure that their student is going to be in a safe place ask their landlord to see a valid rental permit. For the properties that have failed the inspections are not going to be able to be legally occupied this yellow Notice of Violation will be posted on the outside of the building. So anybody in town whether they are students or anyone if you see people coming in and out of a house like they are living there and it has this violation posted please let us know so we can make sure that they are not occupying an unsafe property. We have just tons of paperwork that is being generated and he will give a thorough report for the September meeting once we have the majority of all the units done. They said that most of the property owners have been pretty receptive and they want to make sure that if their places are being inspected and they are expected to be clean and safe and so forth that they want everyone’s to be that way and that is what we are striving for. 
PHONE COMMUNICATION STUDY

Mr. Alfano stated he was going to report on the phone communication study that we have been doing. We have qualified through the PEPM which is a system of school districts or municipalities that would allow us to just get a quote that we know would be the lowest possible price we could buy a phone system for. We have three vendors locally that have submitted proposals to us and he thought he would be ready to present one tonight, but they’re are so very across the board and for the same system he doesn’t know how the prices can be so far apart so he’d like to meet to council again and look at these and maybe bring them back in and say how can the same equipment that is supposedly at a fixed rate how can they be so different. They are all the same brand. Mrs. Chambers stated well you could make copies and we could just, maybe one or two of us, look at them and tear them apart and you’ve gotten a quote from the people who put the high school system in and she’d like to sit with Pete Capanna or someone up at the school and see what they think. Mr. Bittner stated he is very knowledge on this and if he would lend us his expertise that would be fantastic. Mrs. Chambers stated yes and what does she know, how to pick it up and dial it and that is about it. Mr. Bittner stated he is very knowledgeable in it. Mrs. Chambers stated so if we had copies of all of those Pat. Mr. Alfano stated he is in the process of making packets for everyone. He stated this phone system will bring us up to 2010 and we’ll have a automatic operator when you dial into the borough and it will bring up a menu that you can pick the department that you want to call into without having to call each separate department, and once our new sewage plant is built it will be integrated into this system as well. Everyone will have voice message boxes and we think it is very important especially for the police department since they work shifts and can’t get messages at different times. All there information will be there so we’re working to get that done as well. 
LETTERS OF INTEREST- RECREATION AUTHORITY

Mr. Alfano stated he is sorry to see that no letters of interest have been received for the vacancy on the recreation authority so we’ll continue to ask anyone that is interested to come forward and let us know so we can consider that. 

RECREATION REPORT

Mr. Alfano stated that our community drive in theatre night will be coming up Friday, August 20th and he put some flyers out for the audience. Hachi is going to be the movie; it is a dog movie so everybody will love it. There is no cost. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket or you can sit on the bleachers and it will be at the new high school football stadium and snacks will be available or you can bring your own snacks. Mrs. Chambers stated when you say dusk can you give us a time that we should be there. Mr. Alfano stated look at the weather channel to see when sunset is. It is probably going to be around 8:00. Mrs. Chambers stated so if we’re there by 7:00 and Mr. Alfano stated if you want to get a good place he would say come earlier than later. 

BUD GREBB SUMMER BASKETBALL LEAGUE

Mr. Alfano stated just to let you know the Bud Grebb summer basketball league was a smashing success again this year. The playoffs were completed this past week and Union Cleaners won the championship for the second year in a row, with Northwood Realty as the runner up. We had students from eight local high schools that participated in this league so it is nice that we can bring some commonalities between the schools rather than just an adversarial relationship through this league. 
RECREATION AUTHORITY MEETING

Mr. Alfano announced that the recreation authority’s monthly meeting will be this Saturday at 9:00 am at their office on Wood Street. Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to make a comment on the recreation authority. She stated in discussion with Mr. Bittner you may want to pick up on this Jon. We are going to be paving Ventura Lane which goes right into the Daisytown playground. So she thinks it is time that recreation authority, since they’ve done a beautiful job on Hickory and Mechanic. She stated that Jon was talking about soccer. Mr. Bittner stated we need some more soccer fields, do we not. He was thinking perhaps investigating making the Daisytown playground possibly into sometime of soccer field. Mr. Alfano stated and that is one of our prime locations that we would like to consider for a matching grant. Mr. Bittner stated that would be good and he thinks we need some and he was under the understanding, after talking to a few people, that we might need a soccer field for the smaller teams. Several people approached him on that and said it is just sitting out there in Daisytown and we should put it to some use and now we’re going to have a road going in there and things like that so it is a prime piece of property. Mrs. Chambers stated if we have some figures of how much it is going to cost then we start going to different organizations and see where we can get money. Mr. Alfano stated we have not been successful at all in the past is getting that first grant off the ground where we need to have a master site plan done for recreation and we will not be considered for any construction projects until we have this master site plan, so if anyone can help that writes grants we’ve even gone through McMillen and they dropped the ball on us. We need help writing a recreation grant so we can get money. Mr. Bittner stated what about the entity at California University. Mr. Alfano stated everyone says they will do it but no one has done it. I can’t do it or I would have done it. Mr. Hasbrouck stated he is writing that down. Mr. Alfano stated every recreation property has to be outlined, it has to be surveyed, it have to have surveys done of what the borough’s residents think is the best use of the recreation dollars would be and so forth. It has been made crystal clear to us many times that if we don’t do this first step, we don’t go to step 2. Any help we can get with someone who has expertise with grant writing that will actually complete one and help us get it in for deadline that would be great because the next funding round will be for April and we’d need to have it done by late fall at the latest so we can get it in. Mrs. Bridges asked if they were at ground zero or have they started it. Mr. Alfano stated he would say they are at ground zero we get to a certain point and no one actually writes it, whatever you have to do to write a grant to present it, and it falls apart. Mr. Brower stated as community service and work with the University on that, do the survey and the technical kind of stuff, but as far as the grant for something like that we have four men that could probably help you with that. Mr. Alfano stated it would probably have to be an RFP that would go out he guesses to see if an engineering company or whoever would do that, would bid on something like that and how much it would cost. But if we could get some as we apply as in kind service that would reduce our contribution, our dollar contribution. So anything like that would be very much appreciated. Mr. Alfano stated he would have to think that this is going to have to be at least a $40,000.00- $50,000.00 job to have a master site plan developed to that extent. He doesn’t know since they’ve never received bids but from what he has talked to other people. Mr. Brower stated if you could get your hands on one of those and we can take a look at it and discuss it. Mr. Alfano stated he could probably get some things from the representative at DCNR who would present something that has been successful at receiving a grant and give us the guidelines. Mr. Brower stated it is a lot easier when we have something to go. 
Mr. Gardner asked what is happening with the McMonagle’s building. Mr. Alfano stated from what he knows the property is slated to transfer ownership soon probably within this month. The folks that are going to buy it have plans to get it all buttoned up and our code enforcement guy has gone through it and certified that there is no structural damage and he thinks Bill Johnson has gone through and he said it is just a matter of getting it buttoned up and brought up to code. He thinks of course that they want to open the bar part again and get a bar going first of all and then start attacking the rooms as they go so it is much better if we can get someone to invest in it rather than condemn it and just have another empty lot. Mr. Gardner asked how about the Ruscitto property on the corner. Mr. Alfano stated he is sure that that is currently being looked at with our folks here. We have to find out exactly how much is owed on the building as far as tax liens, sewer liens, and that kind of thing. Hopefully there are no federal tax liens which are timely and costly to get relieved, but we would like to be able to take that property over some time this year if we can. Mr. Gardner thanked him.
Motion Bridges/Gardner to approve Mr. Alfano’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GARDNER

Mr. Gardner stated as you notice the police stats every month is going to be on that table. Hopefully you’ll pick them up and he thinks the citizens of the borough have the right to look at them and see what is going on. 

PARKING METERS

Mr. Gardner stated hopefully we can get these order as he stated in the committee meeting. McKay has $9,632.00, POM has $9,288.00. Them is two quotes that we got from them. He stated Donna got an email, he forgets from who, and they was not recommending POM, so it is  up to council and he is recommending McKay. Mrs. Chambers asked if he was making a motion for that. Mr. Gardner stated yes, motion. Mrs. Bridges stated we have to have a good reason not to accept that quotes and she doesn’t know that that is a good enough reason. Mr. Gardner stated they are under $10,000.00. Mrs. Chambers stated the difference is under $400.00. Mr. Gardner stated yep. Mr. Alfano stated we need a second first right. Mr. Alfano stated he will make the second. Mrs. Chambers stated okay now discussion. Miss Roberts stated okay now she thinks she knows a little more about that email because she forwarded it to Mrs. Bridges. It was one email and there is an association that members of council can belong to and you can ask all kinds of questions. They’re from all over the state, you know; what is the best parking meter, what is the best on various things and so she gets these all the time and she thinks there was only one that did mention that they had trouble with POM. She doesn’t know that that indicates that POM has the worst. She has also heard that some people from boroughs and townships were complaining about the other ones also.  Some complain and say oh those digitals are terrible they fog up and they jam and blah, blah, blah. Then some people complain and say oh the automatics are terrible they fog up and they break, blah, blah, blah. She doesn’t know she thinks it is kind of six /1 or half dozen the other. Mr. Alfano stated let him ask this. Do we have experience with either one of these companies in the past?  Mr. Gardner stated yes both of them Pat. POM is the one we Okayed to send and get the other ones repaired. We’re waiting for them to come back. Mr. Alfano stated and these are for like meters both are digitals. Mr. Gardner stated yes 10 hour and 2 hour.  Miss Roberts stated how long ago did we send them out to POM. Mr. Gardner stated about 2 weeks. She stated just 2 weeks ago. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mr. Alfano stated that maybe in the light of the fact that they can repair them we may want to consider them anyhow. Mr. Gardner stated yea when you look at them it could rum from $10.00 and it could run to $28.00. Mr. Gardner stated that he thinks we need to get them ordered and get him out on the street. Mrs. Chambers asked Ernie if it is less than $400.00 difference on almost $10,000.00 are we obligated to go with the cheapest one. Mr. DeHaas stated your obligation is to obtain 3 quotes and then you have to pick and choose, but what your concern would be is if there is a difference between meters and the ones you choose is the better one and their billing that kind of difference then he would take that quote. Mrs. Chambers stated well ladies and gentlemen there is a motion and it has been seconded further discussion. Mr. Gardner stated just so everyone knows this will be paid out of the gaming funds. Mrs. Chambers stated she was just going to ask him to amend the motion that this is funded through the casino local share account. Mrs. Bridges stated the Municipal Share Grant account. Mrs. Chambers stated okay but we have to change the name of that and she believes Chip did tell me that, that it is a local share account. Miss Roberts stated to clarify did you say we have meters out with POM right now. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated this motion was to purchase from McKay 43 with 2 hour time limit and 43 with 10 hour time limit for $9,632.00 delivered price. Mr. Gardner stated and that includes shipping. Mr. Alfano asked if these were two different brands of meters or are they the same brand. Mrs. Chambers stated they are the same brand but one is for 2 hours and one is for 10 hours. Mr. Alfano asked if they manufacture these meters or are they just distributors of them. Mr. Gardner stated no they manufacture them. Mr. Alfano stated so they are McKay brand. Mr. Bittner asked if we have any McKay. Mr. Gardner stated we have a mix of McKay’s out there and a mix of POM’s out there, both. Miss Roberts asked if POM will fix McKay meters if McKay’s break down. Mr. Gardner stated no he doesn’t think so. Mrs. Bridges stated so then maybe we need to go with POM. Mr. Bittner asked if we knew which ones we have a better history with. Mr. Gardner stated no, that he can not answer. Mr. Gardner stated he’ll give his opinion, he recommended McKay but maybe we’ll go along with either one of them. They are under a year guarantee and they both said if we have a problem that they will come in and take care of it. Mrs. Chambers stated but your motion is for McKay. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Mrs. Bridges stated her question is McKay will only fix McKay is that correct. Mr. Gardner stated yes.  Mrs. Chambers called for a roll call vote. Motion failed on a roll call vote with Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers voting yes and Mr.Alfano, Mr. Bittner, and Miss Roberts voting no. 
Motion by Gardner/ Alfano to purchase POM’s for $9,288.00 which includes the maintenance for one year and includes delivery duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mrs. Chambers stated that is great and that is coming out of our local share account.

BENEFIT FOR ZACHARY HORMELL

Mr. Gardner stated we held a benefit up at the club for Zachary Hormell, that is the boy who is 11 years old and needs a liver transplant, and through the kindness of people from the borough and people outside of the borough we raised $2,400.00. There are also postings around time that there is going to be something going on up at the school. Also our lions club and other lions clubs are also donating for him. Mr. Gardner stated he would like to congratulate Sam Koban who won half the take, which was a nice piece of change, and he donated it back to the family. He also wants to thank Gyro George who did all of dinners at cost and then donated on top of that. That is great. 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Mr. Gardner stated hopefully you noticed the hand railings out there that is all painted by college students. The benches down at Rotary Park was all painted by college students. This Saturday he is going to get together and we’re going to paint the poles down at the basketball court and we’re going to paint some poles down at the library and later on we’re going to paint that caboose. So he is asking anyone that if they have any projects that these kids no these young adults please let him know. We will also be doing other things with these college students and he has gotten some emails. Just give him a call if you know a senior citizen that needs help cutting grass, weed whacking, whatever. Please let him know and we’re going to be down here Saturday at 9:00.  They want to do things for the borough. Miss Roberts asked Mr. Gardner if he received her email from the gentleman from WVU. Mr. Gardner responded yes. 

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC SAFETY – MISS ROBERTS

Miss Roberts stated she has nothing to report and Galvie said it all.  

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

Mr. Alfano stated that he and Mr. Bittner will do Mr. Mariscotti’s report in his absence.

MEMBERSHIP – CENTRAL WESTMORELAND COUNTY OF GOVERNMENTS

Mr. Alfano stated we got notice that our membership is about to expire in the Central Westmoreland County of Governments and through that organization we can buy street vehicles at already established bid prices without going through all of the rigmarole of advertising for bids and everything else. This year their leasing program will be with Day Automotive Fleet, and they are a pretty big dealer in the Pittsburgh area so we will have the opportunity to purchase trucks or police vehicles through this Westmoreland Community COG.

Motion by Alfano/Gardner to join this year at a cost of $175.00 for the membership duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

HIRING OF FULL TIME STREET DEPT. EMPLOYEE

Mr. Bittner stated that after interviews for a full time street department employee it is the recommendation and he makes the:
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to hire Donald Towner as per the labor agreement with the Street Department, contingent upon a background check and passing a physical duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

BID OPENING

Mr. Alfano stated that we did have another bid opening today around 1:30 to award the seal coat and super pave contract and we have a successful bidder for the bituminous seal coat project. It is Russell Standard out of Mars, PA at a bid of $22, 750.00 with a 10% bid bond. 
Motion by Alfano/Bittner to award the bituminous seal coat contract to Russell Standard for $22,750.00 carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mr. Alfano stated that he would like to mention that Russell Standard is about the only company left that does that kind of work and they are the best at it. 

Mr. Alfano stated as far as awarding the Super pave for Ventura Street out in Daisytown the successful bidder is Morgan Excavating out of Belle Vernon, PA at a bid price of 

$19, 315.00 and they did submit a 10% bid bond so he will make that in the form of a motion.

Motion by Alfano/Bittner to award the super pave contract to Morgan Excavating out of Belle Vernon, PA at a bid price of $19,315.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

COSTARS CONTRACT – ROCK SALT

Mr. Alfano stated we have participated in the COSTARS program for getting our rock salt for the street department in the past and this year their contract is with American Rock Salt again and we’ve contracted for approximately 500 tons at a cost of $53.09 per ton delivered to our building. He’ll make that in the form of a motion.

Motion by Alfano/Bittner to contract with American Rock Salt for approximately 500 tons at a cost of $53.09 per ton delivered to our building duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PERSONNEL – MRS. BRIDGES & MR. GARDNER

Mrs. Bridges stated over the last couple of months I’ve prepared a personnel absence reporting procedures and then absence report. She thinks everyone has had enough time to review it so with that:
Motion by Bridges/Roberts that council adopt the attached, and she would like these attached in the minutes, personnel absence reporting procedures and the employee absence report duly carried with all members present stating aye.
Under discussion Mrs. Chambers asked if Mrs. Bridges had received any feedback from anybody about any corrections, additions, what have you on this. Mrs. Bridges stated from the Borough council, no.  Mr. Alfano stated he thinks Donna did a great job with that and it was much needed here. Mrs. Chambers stated she like it. 

ENGINEERS REPORT – ART BROWER

KEYTEX ENERGY

Mr. Brower stated the firs thing he would like is a motion to authorize Keytex Energy to access your Allegheny Power records so they can provide a cost comparison and he’ll need a signature from the council President to get those records. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to authorize Keytex Energy to access our Allegheny Power records to provide a cost comparison duly carried with all members present stating aye.

MAIN PUMP STATION

Mr. Brower stated the next item is the main pump station and he’d like a motion to advertise in the next two weeks. 

Motion by Bittner/Roberts to advertise in the next two weeks duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

CHALFANT ROAD

After he has discussed this with Bill and the Street Commissioner there are items that need addressed up there. We currently have a $30,000.00 security in place. His suggestion is that Jeff contact Atlas and arrange a meeting with a couple council members and review the road and tell them what we have to have rectified. They should be willing to do this. He looked at the agreement what they are about to do and they are about to put it back to the way it was. We have photographs, surveys, various information and he thinks that should be the first approach and if you don’t get a good reception from them you may want to have a meeting with the solicitor and all of them. But he thinks they’d be willing to fix it.  Mr. Bittner stated that is dirt and gravel correct? Mr. Brower stated yes. Mr. Bittner stated they’ll have to put them back under the specifications of dirt and gravel. Mr. Brower stated there is an understanding that Atlas may commit to paving that but from the documents that he’s reviewed is that they are not obligated to do that under the terms of the agreement. Whether it was said verbally is an entirely different matter, but tell them what you’d like to see happen, see if they are willing to do it, and if they’re not all you can force them to do is put it back the way it was before you release the money. Mrs. Chambers asked Jeff if he would take care of that.
AWARD CONTRACTS – MALDEN GRANVILLE SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT

Mr. Brower stated Contract 1 for line work – Glenn Johnston, Inc. for $965,553.00 and that needs to be a motion.

Motion by Alfano/Bittner to award contract 1 to Glenn Johnston, Inc. for $965,553.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Brower stated also needs a motion for Contract 2, for the Pump stations and general construction for Greensburg environmental Contracting Systems, Inc. for $189,948.00. 
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to award Contract 2 to Greensburg Environmental for $189,948.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.

Mr. Brower stated he needs a motion for Contract 3, pump station electrical, to Keegan Electrical for $164,000 even.
Motion by Bittner/Roberts to award Contract 3 to Keegan Electrical for $164,000.00 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Brower stated he will need signatures on the order and he’s prepared a letter & have given you all copies of it and I’d like the solicitor to take a look at it also. Mrs. Chambers stated she like this notice “Intent to Award”. We passed some tonight for doing some road repair and all but will this letter also go to those. Would we notify those people and the same way with the rebar, she stated she is just asking his opinion as to whether this is necessary. Mr. Brower stated we generally do this to let the contractor know that we have accepted his bid and he has to provides us his insurance bond, signed contract, and so forth. After he gives us all that, we execute the contract and we turn it over to him when we’re ready to go and issue his letter to proceed. Mrs. Chambers stated perfect, everything is documented and thanked Mr. Brower. Mr. Alfano before we move off the engineer’s report he wonders if it would be appropriate at this time to ask the engineer to approach the excavation contractor as far as asking if he would consider bidding or doing the work for the extension of the sewer line up Malden Road. Mr. Brower stated we really can’t negotiate about changing the contract, but once he is under contract we can use his prices that and he doesn’t see why he wouldn’t do the work. Mr. Brower continued explaining the process.
Motion by Roberts to approve the Engineer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – MR. DEHAAS

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

Mr.DeHaas stated last month they authorized him to review the contract for the School Resource Officer. Mr. DeHaas stated he has looked at that and has had communications with the School District Solicitor and he has redrafted it and he is ready to submit it him tomorrow. It should be ready to act on and sign at their meeting next week. So that should all be in place for the school year. Mrs. Chambers stated very good.

DAVEY JONES

Mr. DeHaas stated on the Jones matter. As council is aware this is a lawsuit that has been pending on the termination of his contract in connection with the sewer project. Through discussion and analysis with the engineer he would recommend council authorize the settlement of that suit with a payment to Jones in the amount of $108,000.00 and as part of that settlement what the Borough would receive in addition to release and discontinuance of that lawsuit are the fixtures that are part of the materials to be purchased through that contract. The engineer has verified that the contractor did in fact purchase those fixtures and so that is part of what the contractor is being paid for are the fixtures. The settlement agreement will provide that payment will be made upon our receipt of those fixtures and therefore what he suggests is that a motion be made authorizing the payment of $108,000.00 and also authorize the proper officers of the borough to execute the settlement agreement that he will provide in part that the borough will receive those fixtures. Miss Roberts made the motion and Mr. Alfano seconded it. Under discussion Miss Roberts stated just to be clear you stated that payment will not go out to them until we have those fixtures in our hands. Mr. DeHaas stated that is correct.

Motion by Roberts/Alfano authorizing the payment of $108,000.00 and also authorizing the proper officers of the borough to execute the settlement agreement that he will provide in part that the borough will receive those fixtures duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mr. DeHaas’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

OLD BUSINESS

TREES

Mr. Bittner stated on the tree that you are having problems with and he has received a name of a Michael Devanoldo, and he is a service forester with the DCNR and they said if we contact him he will come out and look at the trees. He stated he has his phone number and he can come out and look at the trees and see what is causing us to lose some of them. Mrs. Chambers stated exactly it looks like a blight it could be fungus or something. Mr. Bittner stated he has it and if you want him to give it to you he can do that. Mrs. Chambers asked if anyone has any objections to this and asked Mr. Bittner if he would mind doing it. Mr. Bittner stated he doesn’t mind at all. 

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Gardner stated yes he has a couple of things. He stated he has been in contact with Shop N Save he said they are taking a look, and it is not a guarantee, they are taking a look at the Sheehan property as far as renovating that facility. Again he wants to make sure everyone understands that does not mean that’s going to happen just they are taking a look at it. He stated there could be some renovation down on Second Street, with a drive through bank at PNC and whatever. We will keep you up to date where that’s going to go, occur. That would be remarkable if that happens on that second street area. Also he stated he would like to read a couple things if he may. As was stated at our last partnership meeting too many individuals are not aware of the economic impact Cal U has had on the region. The attached article focuses on one of those initiatives. California University’s government agency coordination office over the past 25 years has assisted thousands of local businesses attracted 31,028,000 contracts worth 2.3 billion dollars. Those dollars equate to employment within our region and you can see what a great impact that is as far as this whole region not just California borough, as far as the whole region is concerned. He stated he also has a document if anybody wants to see it after the meeting on taxes in lieu of for an example for the year of 2010, taxes in lieu will be paid to the borough of $1,320,117.15. If anybody wants to look at this after the meeting he will be glad to show it to you.

Mrs. Chambers stated that concludes the business portion of the meeting and she thanked Mr. Brower and Mr. DeHaas for attending and told them both good night.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS
BELINDA FOREMAN

Miss Foreman stated that she has more than one question but they all revolve around public housing. She stated on August 15, 2009 she stood before them and brought to their attention that at least one rental permit was granted that did not follow the Borough’s Ordinance in designated parking. I was assured by this council that this would be investigated. The violations found and the situation would be remedied in a timely manner. Between the months of August 2009 and September 2009 she spoke with Melenyzer and members of this borough on more than one occasion. It was determined that there was not parking at 55 Fourth St. On paper the permit was suspended the student continued to live at that residence. On October 1, 2009 a gravel patch was laid in the backyard of the residence. It does not look like it would hold more than one car and there are at least three (3) students living there and it does not follow any of the ordinances on parking areas such as drainage and how much to cover. No-one has ever used the parking though.  On June 7, 2010 she sent letters to the Mayor and each council member, and to HMT Associates reiterating her concerns and asking for the right thing to be done. Today almost a year later to the day there are new students residing in this residence. After conversations with Lori at the Zoning Office on Tuesday, August 10, 2009 the owner of the property did not receive a new permit for the present year. There are 4 to 6 new vehicles on her street and no-one is using that gravel patch. She has no where to park. If she would use the gravel patch she would surely be towed. She stated that she is a property owner and a tax paying, sewer bill paying member of this community and she is not a transient why aren’t her rights being protected. Mrs. Chambers stated first of all she did not get her letter of June 2010. Miss Foreman stated she dropped them off and gave them all to Shirley. Mrs. Chambers stated well that may well be. Mr. Gardner stated when did you drop those off. Miss Foreman stated on the 7th. Mrs. Chambers stated she did not receive the letter because she follows up on these things. Miss Roberts asked if she could see it really she’d like to get this resolved for her, but she does not have a copy of it. Miss Foreman stated she has a copy of the letter but it has the Mayor’s name on it because she addressed them to each member and she’s guessing she probably should have put stamps on them. Mrs. Chambers and Miss Roberts stated no, no.  Miss Roberts asked she minded if she makes copies. Miss Foreman stated no, not at all. Mrs. Chambers stated okay so it is 55 Fourth Street and you have a questions as to the legality of their parking area. Miss Foreman stated her questions is why were they given a rental  permit and she asked that question a year ago and a member of council who is still a member of council at this meeting said it will be addressed and anything that can be done can be undone. At this point a rental permit still exists, there is technically in her opinion, no parking for the students and they park on the street so therefore, she has no place to park. In order to get the permit they are suppose to have designated parking. She stated she asked this a year ago. Mrs. Chambers stated okay and yes this needs looked into you are absolutely right.  Mr. Gardner stated he assured her that he did not get her letter. Miss Foreman stated well, she’s not doubting him sir, but it is a shame that she hand delivered them and they did not make it, because she addressed them to each member of council. Mrs. Chambers stated we will address that too! Honest to God we will look into that also as to what happened with the letters. Miss Foreman stated it is frustrating when she is trying to do things properly and follow procedure and leave a paper trail. She stated the other question was Mr. Alfano brought up that some properties were asking for exemptions for zoning. Are we not allowed to know what properties or what addresses the locations of these properties are, you didn’t mention those. Mr. Alfano stated he didn’t have all the addresses with him. Miss Foreman stated that is kind of her point we have rules, ordinances, and laws why are they going back on them when it is convenient for somebody. What happen to the law, because again she pays taxes here? Mr. Alfano said right, but they have the right to ask for a change, they’ve not been granted. Miss Foreman stated and the solicitor supported not granting it. So then he said what you have to give it to the zoning board. Mr. Alfano stated, no she misunderstood. Miss Foreman stated okay then explain it to me. Mr. Alfano stated it was the opinion of our code enforcement officer that those requests should come before council for a change of use but they are not eligible for a change of use under the current borough ordinance. They will have to apply to a zoning hearing if they want a change of use of the property from a single family residence to a rental unit. Miss Foreman stated oh so then the zoning board will grant the change. Mr. Alfano stated the zoning board will have to rule on that, correct. Miss Foreman asked when do they meet. Mr. Alfano stated well they’ve not even gotten the request yet. We just asked the solicitor to make a determination if that was the correct procedure for them to come before council as the planning commission or to go to zoning and we think that they need to go to zoning because. Miss Foreman stated okay she understand it a little better. Mr. Alfano stated that it is good that it is straightened out now. Mr. Alfano apologized for not having the list of the five properties, but we could get that for you and they are in different areas. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks what Ernie said tonight was that if you look at our new zoning under R1 there are no remedy for that for a conditional use or any other type of use. It can’t happen in an R1. Mr. Alfano stated he misunderstood that part himself. Miss Foreman stated so it is a mute point to even go in front the zoning board. Mr. Bittner stated yes. Mr. Alfano stated okay he’s glad that he straightened that out. Mr. Bittner stated we simplified that zoning and if you look in that zoning and you look under R1 it says all permitted uses, then if there are any conditional uses or special exceptions it will be listed there what can be. He stated under R1 the zoning committee did this. The reason the law was changed to do that to make it very simple. If he looks at that he can see what is permitted in R1 and he can see if he may have to go the zoning hearing board or the planning commission. Under R1 there is nothing that goes to the zoning hearing board nor the planning commission. There are no conditional uses or anything like that. Miss Foreman asked so those requests would be denied. Mr. Bittner stated if he understood the solicitor right tonight and he feels he was on the same page with him, there null and void because that is not permitted in the R1 district not even with any type of hearing, no there is nothing more to do, no. Mrs. Chambers stated she wrote down that Ernie said it is not permissible period. Mr. Bittner stated and that is why they did that, Shelly was a big part of that also, we wanted to make that and you looked at that page that there is absolutely no question what goes in that district and what can be a conditional use and what can be a special exception or anything, and if there are it is listed right on that one page. Miss Foreman thanked them for following the rules. Mrs. Chambers stated we have marked this urgent and we will look into it to see just what in the world is going on with 55 Fourth St. Miss Foreman thanked Mrs. Chambers.
MICHAEL SEARS

Mr. Sears stated back in January he started asking questions of this council, he has addressed the leadership of this council by letter; he spoke before council as he is tonight, asking questions regarding the rationale of decisions that have been made. In the absence of any answers I eluded to the possibility of some over arching plan, some strategic, or comprehensive plan in necessitating the need for the decisions of borough leadership cannot be explained or articulated; in other words a lack of transparency. To date there have been no responses or answers of substance to his questions. He has to assume that as a resident and tax payer of this borough that he is insignificant and not worthy of getting any answers to his questions. Now he is beginning to see why some elected officials are being labeled as elitists. He stated that he will admit though, he did get one no comment response and was sternly criticized for not informing council President that he was a veteran military service to his country. Mr. Sears stated Mr. Gardner’s defense, he did send him a letter listing all of the things he wanted to see done in the borough such as expanding infrastructure and developing harmonious relationships with the University and removing dilapidated structures, he greatly appreciates this, however no plan has been presented or referenced by him as to how the borough is going to accomplish and capitalize on his ideas. Mr. Sears stated, however, he has learned there is an approved plan. In 2003 a steering committee was created to work with Mackin Engineering to develop a draft comprehensive plan for the borough, he said it is right here. This plan cost $20,000.00 to produce. The draft plan was voted on and approved unanimously by the borough council at a special meeting on 30 Nov. 2003. At that point borough council assumed an obligation with the residents of the borough act on the plan in order to achieve the plans objectives. According to language in the plan, California Borough Comprehensive plan was developed and approved with the goals to revitalize the economic structure of the borough, develop a comprehensive transportation system including alternative modes of transportation, ensure efficient use of resources and fiscal responsibility, provide a quality of life which is pleasing to residents and visitors, have a mutually advantageous relationship with California University of Pennsylvania, capitalize on the geographic features of the community including the Monongahela river, and to protect the integrity of established neighborhoods while offering additional housing opportunities. He stated that he thinks the campaign rhetoric leading up to the January 2010 reorganization meeting of borough council was we need to take back our town. Well the four member cabal, which includes council leadership, has taken back the town, now what. What is your plan? Do you think you have an obligation with the residents of this borough to act on that comprehensive plan and follow it through? Miss Roberts stated she would like to address the comprehensive plan Mr. Sears. When she first was sworn into council she had heard about this comprehensive plan and after she was sworn in she came down and asked Miss Pfrogner if there were any copies of the comprehensive plan for new council members, because she had seen parts of it and like it very much. Miss Roberts stated that Miss Pfrogner stated the only thing she has is drafts and she has no extra copies of it whatsoever, so she contacted Mackin Engineering and they were kind enough to send her a hard copy, because she is really terrible at reading from the computer, so she has to have a hard copy, they sent her a hard copy and that would have been probably January or February of 2008 and she read that comprehensive plan thoroughly, she has highlights all over her copy and she referenced it quite a lot in January 2008 especially as pertaining to housing, so she is glad that he has a copy of it and she thinks it is an excellent, excellent very well done document. But it was hard to get a copy of it. Mr. Sears stated well you need to act on it. Miss Roberts stated she agrees with him and she does not disagree with him at all. 
JANET MCGINITY.

Mrs. McGinity stated that she just has a few questions. The people that own property in this town, the landlords that rent to students in housing, whatever, are they required if they don’t live within a certain mile radius of California to have some type of property manager. Mr. Alfano stated yes. Mrs. McGinity stated are they suppose to give a number of where they can be contacted if something should happen at that particular home. Is that check upon from year to year or is it checked within that year to see if that person is still the manager. She is just asking for safety precautions and we’re talking about communication and we know what happened with the storm and that type of thing. Do you think it would be a good idea to kind of enact that those numbers are checked upon like twice a year instead of a yearly time when the permit is renewed to make sure that person is still doing it or that person is still being able to be contacted. Miss Roberts stated she is not 100% sure but she thinks that document that use to go out to the landlords on a yearly basis and they stated if you don’t live within a certain distance you are to name  manager and provide contact information, but she is not sure now how HMT is handling that. Mrs. McGinity stated that only reason she is asking that is she knows there was a gentleman that came here a few months ago maybe a year ago and he said he was from Washington, DC and he owns property in this town and she was thinking to herself, and she’s not sure if they remember or the residents remember, that fire we that we had several years back where a student lost their life in it. She stated just for the safety of the students plus for the safety of the residents that might live around that student housing. Not only that but as far as maintenance, grass cutting, that type of thing they would have to keep up with that and just say hey the grass needs to be cut, because she knows there are some properties in town that have not addressed that issue and something to that effect and just for safety of all concerned. That something be done and followed up on with that. Mr. Bittner stated that subject was approached with HMT and they said that they would update that information and we told them how important it was and they agreed.  She stated also these houses that permits have been refused okay, what happens if the students move in. What is going to be done then? Are the students going to be permitted to live there even though there is no permit or will the students be moved out, or how is that going to be handled because it is a possibility that this might happen and this is for the safety of students also, if these houses have not passed inspections and do not have permits, and she knows Patsy made reference to a yellow piece of paper being hung up, who’s to say they can’t rip that down. How is this going to be handle and the students move in what are you going to do as far as that house not being up to code? Mr. Alfano stated he thinks, according the ordinance, it is the property owners responsibility to have the tenants removed and then there is other remedies included in the Ordinance if they don’t do it, then there is remedies through our code enforcement officer to go and have that done and you know fines and so forth. Miss Roberts stated she had heard that Cal U sent out notification to parents that. Mr. Alfano stated Mr. Bittner had a good idea so let him read what it says on this notice of violation. “This rental unit is in violation of California Borough Rental Unit Ordinance #521 as enacted April 22, 2010 by not having a valid rental occupancy permit therefore, it is against the laws to rent, lease, and or occupy this unit. Anyone found renting, leasing, or occupying this unit is subject to potential fines, penalties, and possible prosecution. Anyone reading this notice who has any information, questions, or concerns should contact the Borough of California’s Zoning Officer at the number. Mrs. McGinity stated good that answers that question. She stated she’s just covering all bases here because we know what can happen and to prevent it from happening. Mr. Alfano stated there is going to be a lot of it happening it sounds like. Mrs. McGinity stated that is what concerns her because actually these are not up to code so it is not safe for anyone to be living there. Another thing is she knows that the building codes specify certain things, but as a resident of this town she would like to think that some of the landlords that own these properties, it is one thing to have them up to code and it’s another thing to at least have the appearances be nice. There are some houses in town that she is sure are up to code but they could use a paint job. They could use something that makes them look presentable when you enter our town. She would like to see that and she is sure if the landlords care about this town they will fix up some of these properties to at least look presentable to people that may come in from out of town, may come in to visit the University, may come in just to visit residents of this town. She would like to see that happen and she really thinks our town is on the right direction in getting some of these things done because she has been involved with this for many years and she sees a lot more changes than she has seen in prior years, trust her. So she would like to see that happen also, if at all possible. She stated that she is sure that Galvie’s guys would if a property owner is not able to do that work themselves, those guys maybe would try to paint some paint on some of these houses. 
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Mrs. Vitchoff stated she too wrote a letter to Mrs. Chambers and she stands before you at this microphone she is reminded at the last meeting she received a text message when she sat down and then she also received some phone calls and emails about freedom of speech being right here, right here the Norman Rockwell piece of art that is representing our freedom of speech. My letter to you said that she is writing to you to ascertain the legal ground which you were using when you called to have her removed by the police at the July 8, 2010 regular meeting of the California Borough council. The letter also read that she respectfully looks forward to your timely response to her request and thank you for your time and was signed considerably, Lorraine Vitchoff.  That was delivered to you by a receipt that she received from the United States Postal Service as well as a stamped copy from Mrs. Shirley Evans Mrs. Maund that she delivered it here. She asked Mrs. Chambers to tell her what legal grounds she was using when you called to have her removed by the police. Mrs. Chambers stated she did not call the police to have you removed and when you sent that letter to her that has a false accusation in it she is not going to respond. Miss Vitchoff stated that she didn’t say that Mrs. Chambers called the police; she said you called to have her removed. She stated that Mrs. Chambers stated into the microphone and on the record we need the police to have her removed. Mrs. Chambers stated no she did not and that she said “Do I have to call the police.” Miss Vitchoff stated and why were you going to call the police. Mrs. Chambers stated well you know you were interrupting our meeting and you would not go and sit down and you were reading something that had nothing to do with the appraisals. You were reading something that had to do with the street lights and everything. She apologized and stated not a street light but a traffic light that is being installed by Penn Dot. Mrs. Chambers stated that is not our expense, that is a state highway and they can do as they please up there. Miss Vitchoff stated she prefaced her comment with please bear with her because it would have a relationship and only thirty seconds into it she was asked to sit down. She stated that Mrs. Chambers has given her answer and she thanked for answering her question. Mrs. Chambers stated she’s welcome. Mrs. Vitchoff stated her second questions is and directed it to Mr. Gardner that he was kind enough to inform them of a special meeting and to confirm that there was an investigation into the, and there was a request for some documents and one of our members of the California Concerned Citizens Group has since found that MOPEC, Municipal Police Officer Education Center, a branch of the Pennsylvania State Police has requested citizenship verification for one of our officers whose name you mentioned was Acting Chief Vitale. She stated that she didn’t get to ask or didn’t think to ask were you given a time frame on that or is there a time frame and can you enlighten her more of the status of that, relative to what you need to do, because it is against the Pennsylvania Law and the United States Law to have a person be a police officer if they’re not a citizen. Mr. Gardner stated he will answer her this way Lorraine, he could probably say more but at this time he will say very little under the suggestion of our solicitor. Mr. Gardner stated it is still being looked at and once there is a resolve to it we’ll know. Miss Vitchoff stated so it is in the solicitor’s hands. Mr. Gardner stated yes. Miss Vitchoff asked if we have a time frame on that because what concerns many is that as the time goes on someone is acting as an officer and they are not a citizen they can’t prosecute, they can’t arrest, and there is potential lawsuits for the borough. She stated it is just a simple question if you are or are not the responsibility lies with the employee and someone mentioned at the last meeting; so what if an officer is not a U.S. citizen. The answer is that it is against the law, it is illegal. Miss Vitchoff stated so there is not time frame that you can mention. Mr. Gardner stated not that he knows of and all he can tell her is that it is being looked at while we’re standing here talking. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks the time frame is ASAP. Miss Roberts stated that is what she was going to say and that she recalls that this should be resolved, and she doesn’t know the exact date, but her impression was quickly. Now what that means is different to various people. So you know sooner rather than later is the impression that she got. Mr. Gardner stated that is why he can’t answer her as far as the time frame. Miss Vitchoff stated well it has been 16 days and we’re sort of teetering here on the question of are we open to a lawsuit. Miss Roberts stated did you ever notice the law never moves real quickly. Miss Vitchoff stated she does. Miss Roberts stated her impression was that it was going to be resolved sooner rather than later, but she doesn’t know what that means. Miss Vitchoff stated she does understand that the law doesn’t move quickly but she also understands that if she is reading borough codes that there could be expectful suspension perhaps with pay or something like that to protect the community from any type of litigation or anything like that until the matter is resolved. Miss Roberts asked her what part of the code that is. Miss Vitchoff stated no she does not and does not have the code with her. Miss Roberts stated under the police she’s sure right. 

ARTHUR HARRIS

Mr.Harris stated he has a few questions. One of them is on accounts payable. The Code Enforcement Officer payroll from July is $2,815.00 and HMT is $2,270.00, the $2,815.00 what is that does it consist of the secretary’s wages or is there more than that included in that. Mr. Alfano stated wages and benefits. Mr. Harris stated okay. Mr. Harris stated his next one is that a typo under the Street Department you have United July $634.00 then United Refinery for June but those are both United Refinery, is he correct. Miss Pfrogner stated yes Mr. Harris is; she then asked if she can answer Mr. Harris and Mrs. Chambers stated oh please. Miss Pfrogner stated what happened we had an early meeting last month and to get the check in on a timely basis so she had to put it on there. Mr. Harris stated that is what he figured. He stated he is going to go down the list he has here and 50, 53.09 for the salt; what was the price last year and how much did it go up. Miss Pfrogner stated it went up approximately 2% a little less, well 2%. Mr. Harris stated when we’re coming up here and talking before the solicitor use to sit up there and everybody could hear him and also the engineers, when Mr. Deicas was here or whoever and even ATS Chester they all came up to the mike and talked and he thinks we ought to do the same thing with our engineer and our solicitor. He thinks that way people can hear them better. While we’re on the solicitor last meeting you made a motion for him to stay at the meetings, made by Mr. Alfano, seconded and passed the table and yet tonight he left. Is there a reason why. An audience member stated she asked the solicitor that and he stated that motion was only for him to stay at that meeting. Mr. Harris stated that is not the way the motion was made over the floor, check the minutes, it was made to have him stay at the meetings. Mrs. Chambers stated that Mr. DeHaas is our attorney, not yours. Mr. Harris stated that Mr. DeHaas is paid by him. Mrs. Chambers stated if you want an attorney then you go get an attorney to sit there. He advises council. Mr. Harris stated and he is here to answer citizens questions, he most certainly is. Mrs. Chambers stated no. Mr. Harris stated we had this argument before with the other solicitor and that is why he is suppose to be here. Mrs. Chambers stated the other solicitor did things his way. Mr. Harris stated so in other words you’re saying because Council voted to have him here you’re over ruling them and telling him to go home.  Mr. Harris stated that is what you are saying. Mrs. Chambers stated that was for last months meeting. Was there a motion brought up that she missed to have him stay here. Mr. Harris stated yea the motion was to have him stay here at the meetings. Mrs. Chambers stated that was last month, was there a motion brought up for this month, if so she missed it. Mr. Harris asked the other council people what they voted on last meeting, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner. Mr. Bittner stated he is just reviewing the minutes now and it reads that on a Mariscotti/Gardner to have Mr. DeHaas to stay until the meeting is adjourned. Under discussion Mayor asked if this was on a permanent basis or is this just for tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks it is only for tonight. Mr. Mariscotti stated he would like it for a permanent basis; this is coming up every month. Mrs. Chambers stated then it needs further discussion so we can do it tonight and then if so vote again. Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to have Mr. DeHaas stay until the meeting is adjourned duly carried on a roll call vote. Mrs. Chambers stated that was last months meeting not this months meeting. There was not a motion to have him stay at every single meeting. Mr. Bittner stated Mr. Mariscotti and the way he reads this is that was made as a comment and didn’t pass it. Mr. Harris stated well a lot of us read this or discussed it and think that you should have left it the way you had it before. So maybe next week you ought to just make another motion to do that. Mr. Harris stated the Junior Council person is not listed does that mean he quit or what? Mrs. Chambers stated she has no information on him. Mrs. Bridges stated that is the school board would have to appoint that person she believes. Mr. Harris stated we have to wait for school to get back. Mrs. Bridges stated the Student appoints the representative. Mr. Bittner stated we ask anyone that is interested and they apply to us and then we choose someone. Mr. Bittner stated there has not been a lot of people reply, you know. He stated we can do that again maybe at the start of school this year. Usually we ask some of the social studies teachers to announce it in their classes. Miss Pfrogner stated primarily always a senior and of course and they leave us when they do graduate. Mr. Harris stated the minutes of April 5th special meeting that would be approved next month right. A member from the audience corrected him by stating the August Special meeting. Miss Pfrogner stated the August meeting. Mr. Harris stated yes the August special meeting. Mrs. Chambers stated you said April so you meant the August 5th meeting. Mr. Harris stated yes before the committee meeting, the special meeting. Miss Pfrogner stated they just received them. Mrs. Chambers stated we haven’t even had a chance to read them. Mrs. Chambers stated yes we can do that next month.   Mr. Harris stated you brought up cancellation of the sewage; you might say where it was. Mrs. Chambers stated she won’t share the person’s name with him, no. Mr. Harris stated okay well that is fine, but let him ask you something. Did you ever read the ordinance you can’t cancel the sewage if the building is standing they must pay the sewage on it. Example; he had ten units right down at the end of town here only had 7 of them and he paid for 10 units until California Borough condemned it. That is right in the ordinance you can’t waive it they are suppose to pay it as long as the building is there. Whether they have sewage or water in there or not, that is part of the ordinance. The other thing too you voted to give the library $7,000.00 some dollars. Last year we gave them $115,000.00 to put a roof on the building. It always was the library, for as long as he was on council going back to 88, that they had to raise their own money but we had to maintain the building. We paid for the break downs and we did whatever. He stated the only reason he is bring that up what are we going to do next year, the year after if they cut the funding way down, that is something you should think about. Mrs. Chambers stated that money comes from the Local Share Account and council thought it might be nice to share it with the community and what would be better than to give it to our public library. Mr. Harris stated that he understand that but what he is saying is it’s more than $7,000.00 with what we gave them last year and what we’ve done over the years and it is getting to the point is are we going to be able to keep doing that. Mrs. Chambers stated as long as Local Share comes in we are only spending the money we have received and it is in the bank. There is money promised but as far as she know she doesn’t think it is wise to spend anything until you have the check and it’s been deposited, because things can change. Mr. Harris stated one last thing, the meters now he can only hear from back there and he read out two figures for meters. Was that all the quotes we had?  Mrs. Chambers stated only two manufactures. Mr. Gardner stated that is all we had Artie. Mrs. Bridges stated she believes there were three manufacturers but one went out of business. Mrs. Chambers stated so there are two left. Mr. Harris stated for your information the one that went out of business you should try and get a letter from them because you’re suppose to have three quotes, okay and we always had to have the letter which we’ve done and Patsy you’ve been on there when we’ve done it the same way with you Jon. If we didn’t have the three the third and or fourth ones would state that they went out of business. That is just something to keep in mind. 
MR. MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex stated he will make it quick and he has four things One is these light poles you can use the incandescent, the energy savers. Mr. Maddiex stated he know we’ve done some of that in the lobby. Second thing is on the comprehensive plan, he’s thinking back to when he was on council Mr. .Melenyzer said it is not a binding document but it is one that council should follow. Now you might wan to check with Mr. DeHaas on that just to get his idea on that. Mr. Maddiex stated now the better thing is and he is going to put Mr. Bittner on the spot. He stated to Mr. Bittner the benefit spaghetti dinner; you might wan to fill the public in on where, when, how much. He stated he said he was going to do this. Mr. Bittner stated it will be on Saturday the 21st from 4:00-7:00 at the fire hall and tickets are $6.00. He stated that Mr. Mariscotti is donating the sauce and if it is anything like the last sauce that he has tasted from Mr. Mariscotti you will not wan to miss it. 
CHIP GLAB

Mr. Glab stated he has two parking concerns. Well one is a concern and one is a problem. If you are on upper Green Street between Ellsworth & Kalluran in the 900 block there is a section of the street that narrows down at the end, probably ¾ of the width of the rest of the street. During school time, apparently there are some houses up there, and the cars crowd around that section to the point that it is tight for one car to go through. If there was an emergency vehicle coming through it is not going to happen. It is a potential problem and it has already started this month. Mr. Gardner asked where that was at again. Mr. Glab stated it is in 900 Block of Green Street. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks there is a resident, not a student house, that has more than there share of vehicles. Mr. Glab stated he does not care if it is a resident or a student or a business it is still a problem. Mr. Alfano stated he agrees. Mr. Glab stated it is going to be the scene of a side swipe or something. They double park there. He stated that he goes in and out of that way and he sees it perhaps you don’t, but it is worth a trip. You could put signs up there but that is not going to resolve the issue. The issue is going to be enforcing the sign if that is how you choose to go. He doesn’t’ want to see anyone forced out of parking but on the other hand he can tell them that it happens more when the semester is in than it does when it is not in and again an emergency vehicle would never fit through there, a police car, an ambulance, nor a fire truck. Mr. Bittner stated that they went through there the other night with one of the fire trucks and they had a difficult time. Mr. Bittner stated and you will never get snow plow through there. Mr. Glab stated that is correct. Mr. Glab stated the other question he has and it is a concern is he has read recently where the University is starting to have parking by fee. His concern is that a lot of students are going to try to usurp the fee, and he doesn’t blame them for doing that. But his concern is when he comes home in the afternoon, I need to have a place to park his car. He is concerned that as time goes on these students are going to find side streets, they’re going to find neighborhoods that are close to bus stops, and they’re going to start parking up there. Now he doesn’t know what the solution is, permit parking, no parking from 2-6 or whatever he doesn’t know but he is asking if there some time of contingency plan in place to address this as it happens and it is going to happen in the areas closest to bus route. Mrs. Chambers stated we had a group that studied permit parking and we didn’t get much support for that. She stated she can see about resurrecting it, she stated she agrees with him. If you live on the street you should be able to park very close to your home. She stated that she will look through that file and see. Mr. Glab stated he lives on the corner so he has a double shot, but he can tell her that there have been times that he has come and has to look for a spot. He doesn’t want to begrudge these kids, they are here to learn and they’re on a budget, so he can appreciate that. But on the other hand it’s not just me it’s all the residents in this town who are here 12 months of the year. Mrs. Chambers stated she will see what we can do. 
IRENE MARISCOTTI

Mrs. Mariscotti stated she would like to ask a question from her seat. She stated her question is very simple. She addressed Donna and stated earlier this evening you made reference to the 9 meters on Hickory Street that would be reserved parking. Mrs. Bridges stated yes maam. Mrs. Mariscotti stated that figure you gave of $360.00 is that per month or per year. Mrs. Bridges stated that is per year per meter. Mrs. Mariscotti stated isn’t that wild, that comes out to $1.00 per day. Mrs. Bridges stated that is what the reserved parking fee is currently on record in the Borough. Mrs. Mariscotti stated you can rent reserved parking for $1.00 a day oh my goodness. Mrs. Bridges asked council if she was correct. They stated yes she is correct and Mrs. Chambers stated it has been that way for years. Mr. Gardner stated Irene it has never been changed. Mrs. Bridges stated it needs to be looked at. Mrs. Mariscotti stated yes it is time to change she thought truthfully that the $360.00 was per month which would make reserved parking a least $12.00 per day. One would assume that reserved parking is more inclined to be something you want rather than regular parking, but a $1.00 a day surely we’re not going to make any money. Mr. Gardner and Mrs. Bridges stated that they agree with her and Mrs. Bridges stated those need to be looked at, as well as the parking meters. The parking meters need to be looked at also. Mrs. Mariscotti stated she thought for sure she just didn’t hear it correctly. She stated no that is what is on record. Mr. Bittner stated that whenever we changed those fees we usually did it during budget time and then it took effect in January and so maybe this January would be a good time to revisit that. 

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 9:35
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