Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, September 9, 2010 at 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER: President Chambers called the meeting to order.
ATTENDANCE:  Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, Mayor Durdines
MOMENT OF SILENCE:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO AGENDA

Mrs. Bridges would like to change the payment of the bills moving Fayette Engineering bill be paid out of the gaming revenue and not from Administration bills

Art Brower stated he’d like to add Kriebal Minerals would like to place a welding drill on Kaukonen Drive and he would like a motion to authorize Fayette Engineering and the Solicitor to review that and make a recommendation for California to vote on at the next regular meeting. 

The second item is the Drebo project is going to be submitting a storm water plan and he would like contingent approval upon Fayette Engineering’s and the Solicitor’s review on it so they don’t have to wait until the next regular council meeting and they can start.

Mrs. Chambers asked if there were any other changes or additions and then stated the agenda is adopted.

MINUTES:

Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting on August 5, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.

Motion by Bridges/Roberts to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of August 12, 2010 duly carried with all members present stating aye.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment at this time

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Miss Pfrogner read the account balances for August 31, 2010.

Mr. Gardner asked what the escrow for Maglev is. Miss Pfrogner stated that is the money that we had originally and she believes it is $20,000.00 that they gave us several years ago and out of those funds were the payments to Chester Engineers that they were proceeding with the right of way condemnations and the right of taking pursuant to the Ordinance and they really should replenish that because it needs replenished, but they haven’t not yet. We have not had any invoices as well. 

Miss Pfrogner asked to give a short report on attending the Tax collection, Washington County Tax Collection committee meeting last evening in North Strabane and it was primarily held for the appointment of the third party tax collector and beginning in January 1, 2012, Keystone Collection Group will be the tax collecting agency entity for Washington County at a rate of 1.5%. That will be on the local service tax and the earned income as well and this is going to be challenging for a lot of municipalities to get this in play. But Allegheny County has theirs she believes and don’t quote her on this but she believes Jordon Tax Group was the one that was given to Allegheny County. But there were five different entities that requested the proposals and submitted proposals and Keystone Collection group out of Irwin was given the contract and that concludes her report. Miss Chambers stated how does this impact upon our tax collector Diane Pagac? Miss Pfrogner stated it will not do anything with Diane because she is real estate. Mrs. Chambers stated okay. Miss Pfrogner stated this is earned income which we collect here at the borough level. She stated right now we give it to Pennsylvania Municipal Services. Pennsylvania Municipal Services did not get the contract they were not awarded the contract so it is going to be difficult at first because now instead of just collecting for our own people that live here, work here in the borough, we will be responsible through payroll to collect everyone for everyone and if they live outside of Washington County then naturally we have to make sure that we get it to their taxing entity. Mrs. Chambers stated so our payroll department has more work to do. Miss Pfrogner stated absolutely, that is every municipality, every school district payroll department will have. This is going to be a learning process. Mrs. Chambers asked if anyone had questions for Elizabeth. 
Motion by Gardner/Bridges to approve the treasurer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PRESIDENTS REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS

BID OPENING FOR BOROUGH PROPERTY ON MEADOW 

Miss Pfrogner stated we received one bid and it had to be in today by 12:00 noon and this one definitely made the time frame. She opened the bid and stated borough parcel on this date September 9, 2010 Jeffrey Maund and Eric Pagac bid $24,001.00 for the 3.47 acres of vacant land parcel ID 080-018-00-05-0010-00, there is a cashiers check reflecting $2,400.10 what represents 10% of the bid and it is made out to the Borough of California. Mrs. Chambers stated that was the only one and we did set a minimum of $20,000.00 for that piece of property and you stated it was for $24001.00 and we have a check certified. Miss Pfrogner stated yes it is a cashier’s check for $2,400.10. Mrs. Chambers asked council what their wishes are. Mr. Gardner asked if that was the property up on Meadow. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct. Mr. Mariscotti stated just sell it and be done with it. A motion was made by Alfano/Gardner that we award the bid to Eric Pagac and Jeff Maund for the Meadow Street property at a price of $24,001.00. Under discussion Mr. Gardner asked if that property was ever appraised. Mrs. Chambers stated some time ago yes it was surveyed and appraised and it was back when the storm water project came down through or beside that property and we sold off some lumber and it was appraised for a minimum of $20,000.00. Mrs. Bridges asked if we sold off the lumber on that particular parcel. Mrs. Chambers stated there was some selling of lumber and she does not recall but it sticks in her mind and she asked if anyone else remembers the figure of $17,000.00 or something. Mr. Alfano stated it was a pretty good sum yea. Mrs. Chambers stated it was a nice sum of money and it had to be cleared to get the pipe there. Mrs. Bridges asked and we’ve advertised this twice. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct, this is the second time. Mrs. Bridges stated and we asked for a minimum bid which we got above, I don’t know. Mrs. Chamber called for a roll call vote.
Motion by Alfano/Gardner that we award the bid to Eric Pagac and Jeff Maund for the Meadow Street property at a price of $24,001.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

POLICE PENSION CONTRIBUTION- 2011
Mrs. Chambers stated we were notified that in 2011 we will have to ask the employees that are covered by the Police Pension Plan to contribute 5% from their salaries and we have to put that into the minutes. Also the police pension plan for 2011 the Minimum Municipal Obligation is zero, but they have told us that is the last time it will be zero and this is why we have to go with 5% to start bringing it back up. The Minimum Municipal Obligation for Non-Uniform pension plan is $42, 491.00. Mrs. Chambers stated we don’t need a vote on this do we. Miss Pfrogner stated we should accept the non-uniform for the borough. Mrs. Chambers stated the Non-Uniform pension plan for $42,491.00 does she have a motion to accept that.

Motion by Bridges/Mariscotti motion to accept the Minimum Municipal Obligation for Non-Uniform employees of $42,491.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

BOROUGH PARKING LOT – 125 SECOND ST.

Mrs. Chambers stated there is a spot right beside Signatures on Second Street does council want to do anything about that to make that a parking lot to get maybe 20 spots in there. She asked Jeff if he has had the opportunity to look at that. Mr. Tuday stated he has not. Mrs. Chambers stated she understands that but at one time they were talking at least 20 and does the borough want to pursue that. Put down some gravel and see if anyone wants to rent them. Mr. Mariscotti stated he thought back in July we made a motion to spend up to $3,500.00 or so to do that. Mayor stated he said at the one meeting let’s just wait and see what happens with Todd’s lot and he spoke to Mr. Bittner earlier and he walks the town a lot and he said it is full all the time so it might be beneficial now, now that we see a similar lot in the area is being packed that there may be some need for that parking lot now. Mrs. Chambers stated she does remember the discussion and you thought it was about $3,500.00 to grade it gravel it and put in the cement, whatever those things are called. So what does council want to do? Mayor stated just keep in mind that we will have to comply with our own Ordinance regarding paving it. Mrs. Chambers stated we have a year to do that. Miss Roberts stated for now the quickest way to get it rolling would be to grade it and gravel it. Jeff Tuday stated right. Miss Roberts stated and then before a year is up pave it. Mr. Tuday stated right or seed it and turn it back to a grass lot. Miss Roberts stated that is good and we’re thinking about 20 spots. Mrs. Chambers asked if she has a motion.

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to grade and gravel the lot on 125 Second Street duly carried with all members present voting yes. 
WASHINGTON COUNTY LOCAL SHARE APPLICATION FOR 2011

Mrs. Chambers stated we need to adopt a resolution to apply for funds for the Local Share application of the casino money. Last year we requested $674,754.88 from casino funds and we would contribute $35,000.00 for a total project of $709,754.88. We did not get it. This year because the deadline has been shortened, last year we had until December, to put together the back up for any project we wanted to apply for and we just don’t have the time. Council would you like to resubmit everything that Art Brower did last year, which he has told her that the pricing is still current, you have the information there on your agenda and if you would like to adopt resolution 10-003 and apply for funds for the Drive in Technology Park. Mr. Gardner asked from what we understand there is a hotel going up there. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct. Mr. Gardner stated that is Redevelopment Authority property up there along with the Borough why can’t the Redevelopment Authority pave that road. Mayor Durdines stated because it is our road, the road is the boroughs. Mrs. Chambers stated she did ask them just about the same question you are asking in that if they are doing all this why can’t they do the road and we were told that it is our road and we are road and we are responsible for repairing it and I don’t know where we’d ever find $700,000.00. Mr. Gardner asked can we use that or when we apply for that money can we apply that to any road in the country or to the downtown area. Mrs. Chambers stated no this is specifically this road. Miss Roberts stated if you wanted to apply it to other roads then you would have to redo the application to specifically state the other road. Mr. Alfano stated you have to keep in mind that the successful awardees for these projects are projects that are contributing to developing jobs in the county. So if they don’t look at their own Technology Park as necessary to keep jobs in the county he doesn’t know what else we could bring to them. Mrs. Chambers stated and she does think that the fact that there is a hotel going in there necessitates that this road get done so that may weigh them also in voting for this project. She stated she needs to know what council wants to do. Mrs. Bridges stated she thinks that in the absence of time to do any kind of studies for any other projects that need done she doesn’t think we have a choice if we want to apply for those monies. Mr. Alfano stated and the road still needs fixed it is caving in. Mrs. Chambers stated and you have to keep in mind for next year that we really need to start almost 6 months ahead of time to get all the engineering studies and everything you have to have all of that and they want it on disk form and it takes a tremendous amount of work for the engineer and the secretary. Mr.Mariscotti asked if there is a time frame when the work has to be completed by if we are granted the money. Mrs. Chambers stated she can’t answer that and asked Art if he knew. Mr. Brower stated he would assume there are some restrictions he thinks it is usually 2 years or something on that order. Mr. Mariscotti stated as long as we’re not fixing the road and then they’re going to build a hotel there, not that there aren’t trucks running up and down that road all day long anyway. Mr. Alfano stated he doesn’t think that access to that hotel will be from that road he thinks it will have its own service road. Mr. Bittner stated the last time he looked at anything that was going to be one of the service roads in there and then Promise Land Drive was suppose to be another one. Miss Roberts stated yes that is her concern if we fix the road. Mr. Bittner stated we can have the contingency that once that is built. 
Motion by Bittner/Bridges to adopt Resolution 10-003 duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

TRI COUNTY BOROUGH ASSOCIATION

Mrs. Chambers announced that on September the 16th the Tri County Borough Association will meet at 7:00 at the North Charleroi VFD Social Hall. 

GREAT WASHINGTON COUNTY FOOD BANK

Mrs. Chambers stated she did not add this to her agenda and hopes everyone will bear with her. She stated that she has a letter from the Great Washington County Food Bank and as you know it is being held here down at where the fire house use to be and there are over 100 families every month coming in and in desperate need of food. This letter comes from Lisa Nuccetelli, Executive Director of the Greater Washington County Food Bank. She has sent this to Mr. Galvie Gardner and it states that it was a pleasure to visit and observe your well organized food pantry. The energy, enthusiasm and friendliness of your volunteers made me feel so very welcome. Your leadership was evident by the excellence and smoothness of the distribution. On behalf of the Great Washington County Food Bank she wants to thank you and all of your dedicated volunteers for doing such a responsible and superior job helping to feed the hungry in Washington County. Mrs. Chambers stated and this is true there are a tremendous amount of volunteers down there and this just doesn’t just happen. They are down there for hours setting everything up, unloading trucks, putting food out on tables and then they clean up when it is all done. She stated great job to Galvie and his volunteers it is very much appreciated.

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.
FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES

Mrs. Bridges stated she would like to approve the bills as amended. Mrs. Chambers stated she would like that figure again. Mrs. Bridges stated under Administrative we will be taking off Fayette Engineering in the amount of $2,004.80 which will make that total $20, 598.18. We will be adding that same invoice, Fayette Engineering for $2,004.80, to gaming revenues which will total that amount to $11,292.80. Mrs. Chambers asked for any questions to Mrs. Bridges.
Motion by Bridges/Gardner to approve the bills as amended duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mrs. Bridges report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER

Mr. Bittner asked Art to give an update on the main pump station. Mr. Brower stated that we’ve received our permit for the main pump station. So far we have had 16 bids out for contract 1, 12 for contract 2, and 10 for contract 3 and we’re already two weeks into it so that is encouraging. We will be opening those up in a couple of weeks and he is expecting those guys to be able to start pretty quickly because we won’t have any right of way issues with it. He asked if council has any questions. Mrs. Chambers stated no good job. Mr. Bittner stated the right of ways on the Malden/Granville area we have those almost all wrapped up, we have one that Ernie and us will have an executive session on that one and maybe we can report back on that after executive session this evening. 

CONFINED SPACE TRAINING – MR. BAKER & MR .SANTO

Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to send Mr. Baker and Mr. Santo to a confined space training at a sum of $350.00 for the training plus their daily rate on 9-28-10 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Bittner if he wants to go into executive session now or if he wants to wait a while. What do you want to do? Mr. Bittner stated we are going to have some personnel issues that we are probably going to have. Mrs. Chambers stated yes as a matter of fact we are. Mr. Bittner stated well whenever you feel that it is time we can combine them. 

Motion by Gardner to approve Mr. Bittner report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO
RECREATION AUTHORITY
Mr. Alfano stated the first thing on his agenda is an update on Recreation Authority activities. Our big bang event this past month was the drive in theatre and since Mrs. Mariscotti spear headed that project and did a beautiful job with it he asked her to stand up and give a little synopsis of what happened there. Mrs. Mariscotti stated that she thinks you will find that Beth Baxter also wrote a beautiful report about it and those who saw the movie she is sure thoroughly enjoyed it. It was a wonderful family movie and if you remember it was called Hachi and it was very education at the same time because it was based on a true story. Also the good Lord gave us a wonderful perfect night there was no humidity and a big full moon. She was surprised at how many young people turned out. It seemed like the older ones didn’t quite make it but there were a lot of young people she’s say between 18 and 25. There were a lot of families there with little ones. Truthfully it was a great evening and a great movie and she hopes that more will make it next year and maybe a lot more older ones will come. Because so often that is what happens in our town it kind of spread by word of mouth so if you missed it this year  you’ll say okay I’ll do it next year. She thinks we had, as the older people would say, we had a bingo there. Mrs. Chambers stated that she believes the 100 will bring 50 with them and so often that is what happens that they liked it so much that they will bring other people. Mrs. Bridges stated she concurs it was a very enjoyable evening. Mr. Alfano thanked Mrs. Mariscotti for all her hard work. 

APPRAISALS COMPLETED
Mr. Alfano stated he would like to report on the appraisals that we have had completed. If you may remember we are considering exchanging properties for two separate projects that are going to be done. The University needs the area surrounding our triangle on Third Street to complete their road work and we need a portion of the property they just purchased off of East Malden Road to put our pump station for our sewage expansion. We got the appraisals in and they were done by York Realty who is a second generation appraisal company in the area. The appraisal for the Triangle came in at $11, 250.00. The appraisal for the property for the parcel on East Malden Drive came in at $15, 750.00. So there is a deficit actually to the borough of $4,500.00 in values. In conversations with the University they have graciously agreed to wave exchanging any money, pay for the appraisals and actually have their legal counsel draw up the easement that he is going to propose here in a motion. So at this time his first motion he would like to propose that:
Motion by Alfano/Roberts we enter into a perpetual easement with California University for the Triangle property. Mrs. Chambers asked for any discussion. There was no discussion and Mrs. Chambers called for a vote. Miss Pfrogner conducted a roll call vote with Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner passed, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, and Mr. Mariscotti voting yes and when Mr. Bittner was called upon for his vote he stated he was under the understanding that it was suppose to be vise versa for the perpetual lease and stuff the other evening so he is confused right now. Mr. Alfano stated sorry for the discussion now at this point, and asked Ernie if we have a perpetual lease for the pump station property and a perpetual easement does it matter. Mr. DeHaas stated it is as Mr. Bittner stated the opposite a perpetual easement for the pump station property. Mr. Alfano stated oh and he said the triangle property. Mrs. Chambers asked if he would like to withdraw that and start all over is that what we are supposed to do. Mr. Alfano stated can we just amend. Mr. DeHaas stated just amend. Mr. Alfano amended his motion.
Mr. Alfano made a motion to approve a perpetual lease on the triangle property. Mr. Alfano asked if he could combine them into one motion. Mr. DeHaas stated yes and what you are proposing is just exchanging the rights in the properties. Mr. Alfano stated not exchanging ownership just the rights. Mr. Alfano stated let him withdraw his motion. Miss Roberts withdrew her second.
Motion by Alfano/Roberts that we exchange a perpetual lease for the Triangle property on Third Street for a perpetual easement for the pump station property bordering East Malden Drive with California University duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Mr. Alfano thanked Mr. Bittner for listening.

PHONE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

Mr. Alfano stated he has an update on the phone communication system and he hopes you folks don’t feel like he has been dragging his feet on this and it is not that big of a monetary commitment but we just want to make sure that we are getting the right equipment that we need. We actually met with a couple consultants today and they’ve advised us the quotes that we got were going to be a new system for this building and they were going to install a system in the existing sewage plant and then move it at some point, but everyone is under agreement that we should bag that, do that under a separate bid when we bid out our new sewage plant. It might be a year or two and there are other issues that need to be addressed as far as running fiber optic cable and that kind of stuff. So if you will indulge him, he will get prices on just redoing this building with the equipment that is listed in the PEPPM contract. So he promises that he will have these. Mrs. Chambers stated it is complicated. Mr. Alfano stated it is something you don’t replace every year, these systems last 10 -15 – 20 years so we want to make sure we are making a good decision. Mrs. Chambers stated yes and we’re spending $14,000.00 to $15,000.00 we want to do it right, absolutely. Mrs. Bridges asked will be putting this out for bid or will this be tied to some sort of PEPPM agreement. Mr. Alfano stated yes the companies that are listed that we are talking to have agreed to accept the quoted prices in the PEPPM contract and they are all listed you can go online and see what every piece of equipment costs and they will do it for that price with their installation. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORTS

Mr. Alfano stated he has several reports as far as Code Enforcement and Rental inspections. He stated that he did a code enforcement report from Mr. Cottrill, our code enforcement officer, for this past month and he has been a busy man. He tagged 17 junk vehicles in the borough and 13 of them have been either removed by the owners or towed already. Sent notices of violations to 12 property owners most of them have all made the repairs that he has requested and those would be things such as high grass, bad sidewalks, and things of that nature. He’s tagged 22 homes for various code violations such as either leaving too much trash out, putting trash out early and all of those have complied with his wishes to date. He has issued multiple zoning permits of course and he’s had a cluster of meetings with contractors, home owners, builders, people trying to get permits, people that have projects underway and Mr. Alfano stated he thinks he is doing a pretty good job. Just go around town and you’ll see some settling proof and he thinks it is a move in the right direction. 
Mr. Alfano stated he has an update on our rental situation. We have had a couple of serious problem landlords that had a substantial amount of units. There is one that we sent a notice of violation to and he’s just not bothered to respond to us so within the allotted time periods we are posting those with a notice of violation and we’re going to evict the tenant. It is probably going to effect somewhere between 30 and 35 tenants, which are probably all students. They’ll be sent to the magistrate with their violations and so forth. We’ve dealt with several other properties that have been found to have rented at some point in the past and slipped through the cracks so we’re bringing them all into compliance. There is some properties that have never been registered and there are some, a couple of new ones that have popped up in the R1 zone that are not eligible to get a student rental license and we’re going to cite them and take them to the magistrate too. He stated it is unfortunate but people are going to have to understand that we’re doing the best thing for the town and the renters to provide them a safe environment, so that’s the way we’re headed. He stated we have a big number of complaints at the property at 699 Green Street. Mr. Cottrill has done a preliminary investigation and he’s going to go up there and deal with that and he’s sure he will be citing them and getting that straightened out. There has been various other complaints that have come in and Mr. Cottrill deals with them as his time permits. 
PLANNING COMMISSION

Mr. Alfano stated next on his agenda, after talking to a lot of people especially folks that are involved in redevelopment and planning projects and that sort of thing and doing a lot of thinking himself, he can’t see anyway this town is going to prosper unless we bring back the planning commission. The planning commission is the front line regarding land uses and their job is to advise local elected officials on planning and community development matters. The data we have shows that more of 60% of the municipalities in the commonwealth have planning agencies. There are more municipal planning commissions than there are water and sewer authorities or police departments in the commonwealth so that shows you how important they are. The most important powers and responsibilities of local government is its authority to plan and guide the growth of municipal services and public improvements so that developments occur in an orderly, rational, and reasonable fashion. Our town is just about ready to really take on a growth spurt. There is a lot of people who are interested in vesting money in our town and we’ve pretty much gone helter skelter in the past with this kind of thing and haven’t done too much damage fortunately, but he feels that we need a planning commission to administer a master plan in order for us to be successful. At this time he would like to make a motion to instruct our solicitor to enact through the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, MPC Act 247 of 1968 and ordinance to develop a planning commission for California Borough. Miss Roberts seconded the motion. Under discussion Miss Roberts stated he said something about bringing it back so did we have one before and is that who developed the comprehensive plan. Mr. Alfano stated it was dissolved before the comprehensive was done. Miss Roberts stated so there was a planning commission before the comprehensive plan. Mr. Alfano stated right and through all the reading the comprehensive plan is the bible of any planning commission so we have that part in place and if we could get 5 members, it can be anywhere from 3 to 9 members, competent and caring citizens on that board they can field a lot, Mr. Mariscotti asked if they are elected or appointed and Mr. Alfano replied that they are appointed to 4 year terms, staggered terms. Mr. Bittner stated he has a suggested that they be professional type people, mainly like an engineer something like that. Mr. Alfano stated he understands what he is saying and they don’t give any particular description of who they think should be on it, they just say that no one from the zoning commission board can be on it.  There can be a percentage of municipal elected officials on the planning commission, but just a small percentage. Mr. Bittner stated so then there is nothing prohibiting us from making up criteria that we may want someone to have. Mr. Alfano stated no at all. Mrs. Chambers stated so we develop our own criteria is that what you’re saying Jon. Mr. Alfano stated we owe it to our town to get the best people on there that we can. Mr. Bittner stated he knows Monongahela right now is very fortunate to have Kenny Kulak serving on their commission. He did the planning commission for years before he got on council. Miss Roberts stated well maybe we could get his mother and then his mother will take ideas from here. Mr. Alfano stated well he did offer any help that we need to get that thing going, he’s very willing to help us get that off the ground and there is a lot of planning assistance from the governors center for local government services. There is just so many resources that we never use we need to reach out and use it. Mr. Gardner stated the last planning commission that was here, if anyone can remember, was they all borough residents or were they from outside the borough. Mr. Alfano stated they have to be a borough resident. Mr. Bittner stated Jim and he served on that for a while, did we not Jim. Jim stated yes but you were before me. Mr. Alfano asked Jim what year that was dissolved, if remembers off hand. Mr. Maddiex stated Sept. 2002 at a regular council meeting. Mr. Alfano stated he knew he would remember. 
Motion by Alfano/Roberts to instruct our solicitor to enact through the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, MPC Act 247 of 1968 and ordinance to develop a planning commission for California duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve Mr. Alfano’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GARDNER

Mr. Gardner stated he would like to temporarily skip over the number one thing on his agenda.

POLICE STATISTICS


Mr. Gardner announced that the police statistics are sitting back there and anyone can take a copy.

HARDHSIP REQUEST

Mr. Gardner stated he has a hardship request from Melissa Levine from 311 Green St. He stated he had the Acting Chief look at it and she has recommended it. They have a two year old daughter that needs to be transported to day care and she has asthma real bad cannot walk a far distance and this is also recommended from her doctor M. Sherwood. So he would like council’s permission to do that. Mrs. Chambers asked if that was a motion. Mr. Gardner stated that is a motion. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is a second. Mr. Alfano stated he will second it. Mrs. Chambers asked for a vote please. Mrs. Chambers stated a discussion. Miss Roberts asked if a hardship request, do people that are granted a hardship request do they have to pay. Mayor stated he thinks we ask that question every time we approve a hardship request. Mrs. Chambers stated do they? Mayor stated he is probably one of the ones that ask the question. Mr. Gardner stated up where it is at there is no meters up there. Mrs. Chambers stated there are meters on Green Street. Mr. Gardner stated as far as he knows there aren’t. Mrs. Chambers stated there certainly is. Mr. Gardner stated the mayor is right we have given numerous hardship requests. Mayor stated again he is going to go back to something else he says at every single time we talk about a hardship parking request and that is we have no set criteria for how we pass out these hardship parking requests. Mr. Mariscotti stated we just declined somebody two months ago. Mr. Alfano asked if they had a doctor’s excuse though. Mr. Mariscotti stated he believes they did. Mayor Durdines stated he thinks those are the only ones he thinks we should give are the ones that are medically necessary. Mr. Bittner stated we put that one in and left the meter there also but it’s never been put in. The first one on lower Green St. there by Harris’s apartments and we said we would leave it a metered stall. We did not designate for some he doesn’t know if we discussed it but we did not designate it for any one person we just left it as a handicap stall. Mr. Bittner stated they’re metered on Wood Street are they not, in front of the therapy place. Council responded yes they are.  Mr. Bittner stated and the meters stay there and you feed the meters. Mr. Gardner stated he agrees with the mayor and thinks we need to look at this in a different way rather than just saying let the Chief or the Acting Chief go up and look at it and say okay its fine. Mrs. Chambers asked Mr. Gardner if he would like to table this so that we do develop a criteria or what do you want to do. Mr. Mariscotti asked if this is to be a handicap stall or is this to be a reserved parking space. Mr. Gardner stated he thinks it is a reserved parking space, but if it is reserved parking then there is a charge for that. Mayor stated if it was up to only him to pass out these reserved parking spaces he would only give them to people who have an application like that one where it says look this is medically necessary and they have an excuse from their doctor that says they have a legitimate reason which necessitates them to park closer to their homes. He has no problem with approving this one, but some of these. Miss Roberts stated don’t fall out of your chair but she agrees with him because of that medical excuse, she does agree. Mrs. Chambers stated well there is a motion on the floor it’s been seconded do you want to take a vote right now. Mr. Bittner stated he moves to table. Mr. Mariscotti stated he thinks they need to clarify the motion. 
Motion by Bittner to table duly carried with all members present stating aye. Mr.Bittner stated so we’ll get clarification. Mr. Gardner stated just so we don’t beat this to death for the next you know. Mrs. Chambers stated let’s just do what you said get clarification. Mr. Bittner stated the motion will have to come off the table by the next meeting. Mrs. Chambers stated so we have a month to get this done. Mayor stated we do an awful lot of talking about the parking stuff and we don’t really seem to be going anywhere with it. He remembers what was it a year or two ago we were discussing having reserved parking all over town in the residential areas. He presented a plan to council that no one was interested in so then we went and we redid the whole thing again came back with the same exact plan that he had suggested in the first place rejected that one and now here we are again with no parking ordinance or anything relating to parking. Mrs. Chambers stated whatever we got to do let’s do it. She stated she will work with him. Mayor stated we always say we’re going to do this before August when the students come back and we have a big parking crunch, but we never ever do. Mrs. Chambers stated we are consistent aren’t we. Mayor stated yes at least we’re consistent in our failures that is great. Mr. Gardner stated which we have a major parking problem in this town. 
PARKING ONE SIDE OF GREEN ST. 900 BLOCK

Mr. Gardner stated he has a request from Mr. Glab at the last meeting and Jeff already went up and took care of that. Mrs. Chambers stated it is already marked no parking is that correct. Mr. Gardner stated that is correct.

INCREASING PARKING RATES

Mr. Gardner stated that we need to take a look at the parking rates and that is the parking tickets and we need to look at the reserved parking fees especially come next year and when we get into the budget next month. Miss Roberts stated that is when we would discuss that correct during budget talks. 

HIRING OF CHIEF POLICE

Mr. Gardner stated for the hiring of the Police Chief he would like to go into executive session for that. Mrs. Chambers stated and Mr. Bittner wanted an executive session. She asked council if they want to finish the agenda and go in or what she asked them what they wanted to do. Mr. Gardner stated finish the agenda and Mr. Alfano agreed. Mr. Alfano stated before we go off the parking he stated to Mr. Gardner that every time he goes the post office he gets yelled at by all the citizens that are within his sight because there is no place to park to get into the post office. Miss Roberts stated or the bank. Mr. Alfano stated so he was looking at it today for a little bit and he would like him and Jeff to go down and take a look at this; where there is no parking where they have the mail box out on the street, wonder if we turned the mailbox around, face it to the alley so people could drive down the alley throw their mail in the slot, get those paper boxes back off the street and put another 30 minute parking spot and have two of them in front of the post office. Mr. Gardner stated that would probably alleviate some of it but not enough. Mr. Alfano stated well that is one more space. Mr. Gardner stated well it is probably better than nothing. Miss Roberts stated she would like that because it is the same with PNC. You can’t get in the bank because you can’t get a place to park. Mr. Alfano stated if you don’t hit the right time of day then you just cannot get a parking spot on Wood or Second Street. Mr. Alfano stated it is frustrating after you ride around about 3 times and leave and you aren’t getting anything done. Mayor stated we have an enforcement issue here too with the parking and he thinks that is a large part of the problem is we don’t have the enforcement. We can’t staff it with part time people; we had a sign up sheet posted in the police station to see if anybody was interested in the parking enforcement position as it is described in the contract. We had one person that was interested and he feels that they would do a decent job if we hired them and based on some of the talk we’re having about these parking problems the position would probably pay for itself if they are out there hustling every single day, 8 hours a day, and 5 days a week. Mr. Alfano stated maybe look at making both of those slots 15 minute parking, he doesn’t know. Just take a look at it and come back with a recommendation maybe we could. Mrs. Bridges stated that she has often said wouldn’t it be better if the person, and she’s not speaking for the post office, to put the mail container in the back of the post office that way people could come around the back by the library and deposit their mail and it wouldn’t be in front. Mr. Alfano stated people walking down the street want to drop them in they’re not going to wan to go in the back of the building. Mrs. Chambers stated it is worth looking into it if it creates one more space. Mrs. Bridges stated that does create quite a bottle neck there. Mayor stated he would like council to hire Kristie Orbin our part time police officer; he would like council to consider hiring her for the parking enforcement officer.

A motion was made by Bittner/Gardner to hire Kristie Orbin as our parking enforcement officer under the terms of the collective bargaining agreement. Miss Roberts stated this kind of came out of the blue for her. How many hours? Mayor and Mr. Bittner responded with it is full time. Mr. Bittner stated according to the contract it is a full time position with benefits yes. That comes from the part time officers first and if any of them are interested. The police union was approached and they did not want to relinquish that to part time people and we have a problem and we’re not solving the problem and this is the only solution we have to the problem and it says in the contract that at the end of the calendar year we can review it and see if it is working for us and then make a decision on that. Mr. Gardner asked if that would be subject to the 180 day probation period. Mr. Bittner stated yes and it is part of the collective bargaining unit. Mrs. Chambers stated and you are right maybe at the end of 120 days you’ve had 4 months of a full time. Mr. Bittner stated she could take care of the private parking lots that need tagged, we got cars parking out of stall and he means out of stall we got them wrong way to curb we got them every which way and the only way they’re not parking is on there front, side or front bumpers other than that there parking within in the wrong number of feet to a fire hydrant, stop sign, the curb everything. We need enforcement and we need it now. Mayor stated and like he’s said a little bit ago we talk talk talk about it and every time he sees Donna he has to hear about how we’re not bringing in any parking revenue but we don’t have anybody that can go out there and do it. So we need someone for that. Mrs. Bridges stated not every time. Mayor stated okay then every other time and the phone calls in between. Mr. Gardner stated if he recalls we had, and someone correct him if he is wrong, we haven’t had a parking enforcement person since he left here. Mayor stated we did for a brief person. Mrs. Chambers stated we do have a motion on the floor to hire Kristie Orbin as a full time parking enforcement officer. Mr. Bittner stated and she’s already had a back ground check. Mayor stated yes she is a part time police officer. Mrs. Chambers stated so she’s already had that so she could begin almost immediately. Miss Roberts stated and you say she has interest. Mayor stated she has expressed interest to him on several occasions and she has also signed a posting that was placed in the common area of the police station asking if anyone is interested. Mr. Bittner stated and this is going to be a full time parking enforcement officer that isn’t going to be called upon to other duties of an officer on duty during the day unless it is absolutely necessary and we’ll have another armed officer on the street also. Mr. Gardner stated that is in the contract. Mr. Bittner and Mayor stated yes. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any further discussion.
Motion by Bittner/Gardner to hire Kristie Orbin as the parking enforcement officer under the terms of the collective bargaining agreement duly carried with all members present voting yes.
Mrs. Chambers asked Mayor to notify Kristie Orbin. Mayor stated he will gladly do so and he thanked council for taking this step and hiring this individual, hopefully it works out for all of us involved. Mrs. Chambers stated we’ll just take one step at a time to ease this situation.

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve Mr. Gardner’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI

Mr. Mariscotti stated he will be quick

CLOSING STREETS – TEDESCO 

Mr. Mariscotti stated he has a letter that Tedesco the construction company that is doing the construction on Sixth Street on the loop road around the college. They are going to close Sixth St. from Hickory St. to the back of Gallagher for approximately 8 weeks beginning Sept. 14, 2010.

STREET COMMISSIONER – PROBATIONARY PERIOD ENDS

Mr. Mariscotti stated he would like to make a motion now. Jeff’s probationary period is up on the 17th of September. He feels he has done a wonderful job. He had very big shoes to feel and he thinks he has done a wonderful job. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to hire Jeff Tuday as the Street Commissioner duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

CONFINED SPACE TRAINING – 9-28-10 

Motion by Mariscotti/Gardner to send Mr. Tuday and Mr. Towner to the confined space training for the amount of $350.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Miss Roberts stated we went through discussion so fast and she was wondering if it is the same date as the sewer dept. Mr. Mariscotti stated same date and it’s the same class. Miss Roberts stated do we have enough people. Mr. Mariscotti stated that leaves Danny behind. Miss Roberts stated okay because that would be the day the pump station would break. 

PESTICIDE CERTIFICAITON – MR .TUDAY

Mr. Mariscotti stated we need somebody with a pesticide certification and Mr. Tuday has volunteered to apply for that at the cost of $146.00. That will be held on Oct. 6, 2010.

Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to send Jeff for his pesticide certification duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

STREET SWEEPER

Mr. Mariscotti stated we haven’t gotten very far with the street sweeper. We’ve received a few bids those were passed out last week. At some point we would like to have a discussion about purchasing a street sweeper, so just entertain the idea. He stated that we need to enter into dialogue with the University to see if they will offer some help with purchasing the street sweeper, but that has not been done. So at some point very shortly we need to do that. 

POLE SAW

Mr. Mariscotti stated we were supposed to get some bids but nobody faxed any bids in this week.  So that is still up in the air. Mrs. Chambers asked if he has any idea what that is going to cost. Jeff Tuday stated around $635.00. Mrs. Chambers asked what was in the budget for that. Mr. Mariscotti stated it wasn’t in the budget. He stated there is room in the budget under minor equipment he assumes. Mrs. Bridges stated well there is minor equipment but we’ve almost exhausted all of that. She believes we are down to about $191.00. Perhaps we might want to take that out of the Local Share account. Mrs. Chambers stated you know if we want to get this done we could take it out of the Municipal Local Share account and if you want to make a motion not to go over a certain amount of money and we’ll just take it out of there when it comes in. Make it like $1,000.00 or something like that. Mayor stated you’re making a big issue over a $600.00 piece of equipment. Mr. Mariscotti stated he understands. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Alfano to purchase a pole saw not to exceed $700.00 with the money to be taken from the Municipal Local Share account duly carried with all members present voting yes.
SMALL TRUCK V PLOW

Mr. Mariscotti stated this was mentioned at the committee meeting but we would like to entertain the idea of getting bids on a ¾ ton truck with a v plow. Mr. Alfano stated pick one that is on one of the purchasing programs. Mr. Mariscotti stated well that is what we want to do and he’s putting it on the agenda just so everybody is up to speed with what we want to do. Mrs. Bridges asked what he thinks the estimated cost would be on that truck around $35,000.00. Mr. Tuday stated he doesn’t think it will be that much. He’s done some looking and he’s guessing around $21,000.00 plus the plow plus other equipment running from $2,800 – $3,200.00. Miss Roberts stated just to be clear this particular V plow or whatever you are calling it it’s the one that can go through allies. Mr. Tuday stated yes. Miss Roberts stated good and that is the main purpose for getting that. We have a lot of people whose main entrances are in an alley. Mr. Tuday says it opens up to 7.5 feet and that is the biggest it will go. Mrs. Chambers stated and it will close to about 5.5. Mr. Tuday stated that is about the width of the truck. Mrs. Chambers stated so you will bring bids into us. There was more discussion on the Costars program between various council members. Mrs. Bridges stated the nice thing about the Local Share account is that it allows us to purchase some of these items that normally we couldn’t purchase from our budget. 

PAINTING & NO PARKING – FIFTH ST.
Mr. Mariscotti stated the guys painted the North side of the streets on Fifth Street from Liberty out they painted the left side of the curb and designated no parking and then from Peach Alley to Liberty St. they painted the curb against Liberty Towers there and put up some signs to designate that as no parking. So there is only parking on one side of the street on Fifth St. Miss Roberts stated and they did a nice job. Mr. Mariscotti stated we bought them a nice line painter. Miss Roberts stated it makes a nice difference. 
TREES

Mr. Mariscotti stated we have removed the trees in front of J. Coles because it was dead and there was no life left in it. The other trees and it’s not ringing a bell with me but there is one down in front of PNC that is gone now, Dollar General. Mr. Mariscotti stated the gentleman from Washington County DCNR came out to inspect and basically said the trees are getting too big and there is too much concrete around them and he’s not going to be surprised if we don’t lose more because of the hot and dry summers that we’ve had they are basically turning into toast so. Mr. Mariscotti stated if more merchants would wash their sidewalks more trees would get watered. Mr. Alfano stated they are not getting enough water. 
CABLE FRANCHISE MEETING – 3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH

Mr. Mariscotti stated just a reminder the cable franchise meeting committees meeting is on the 3rd Monday of every month here at the borough building at 6:00 pm Miss Roberts stated and it is open to the public.  Mrs. Chambers stated we need a motion to advertise and can we say it is going to be the 3rd Monday for the rest of the year. 

Motion by Roberts/Bridges to advertise the cable franchise meeting to be the 3rd Monday of the month until the contract is concluded duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Motion to approve Mr. Mariscotti’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

PERSONNEL – MRS.BRIDGES AND MR. GARDNER

STATUS ON CALL OF PROCEDURES
Mrs. Bridges stated just an update the procedures were approved in August, all employees have been notified in writing, and the assistant secretary will be keeping track of all absences for the year. At the end of the year she will copy those and give them to the employees for verification.

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mrs. Bridges reports duly carried with all members present stating aye. 

ENGINEER5S REPORT – MR. BROWER

MALDEN GRANVILLE SEWAGE PROJECT

Mr. Brower stated we should have our Penn dot permit next week and we should have the right of ways sorted out by next week. He will be asking for council to sign the contracts that they’ve previously awarded and after that we have 90 days to issue a work notice to proceed and that will probably happen shortly thereafter. 
KREIBEL MINERALS

Mr. Brower stated he would like a motion Kreibel minerals is a company that apparently drills gas wells and they need to run a gas line behind the distribution system. They want to run it along the borough street and they need to be permitted to do that. He would like a motion for Ernie and him to review their application and make a recommendation for you folks to vote on next meeting. Under discussion Mr. Gardner asked who this outfit is. Art Brower stated it is Kreibel Minerals and he gave you all packets with their application. Mr. Gardner asked if this was for Marcella shell. Mr. Brower stated no, it is already drilled so it is a shallow well. Mr. Alfano stated so it is a surface well, right. Mr. Brower stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated it is natural gas and they want to run the pipe line and you have to draw up the agreement. Will you and Ernie put this together so we can approve the agreement? Mr. Brower stated well they are running along side a borough road and they want permission to do so and we just want to make sure it is suitable piping and if they need to bond it and whatever needs to happen, and then we’ll come back to you with a report and have you vote on it. 
Motion by Alfano/Roberts to have Ernie and Fayette Engineering review Kreibel Minerals application and bring a recommendation back to council for a vote duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

TECHNOLOGY PARK – DREBO

Mr. Brower stated Drebo has their building permit and they will have their NPDS permit shortly and they need to make application to the borough for a storm water permit. It is a private developer using private money so obviously they want to move and he would like a motion to approve their storm water permit upon the Engineers review and the Solicitors review so that can be done prior to next meeting.

Motion by Alfano/Roberts to approve the storm water permit contingent upon the Engineer and Solicitors review duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

The borough roads that require restoration by Atlas have been inspected by them and they followed the plan and it is satisfactory to Mr. Tuday. 
Motion by Mariscotti/Roberts to approve the Engineers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

MAYOR’S REPORT – CASEY DURDINES

CALIFORNIA/COAL CENTER MERGER

First up he stated he has a possible merger between California Borough and Coal Center Borough. He stated he knows this was discussed in the past and did not pass in Coal Center Borough in 2005, it passed overwhelmingly in California Borough but you need both side to approve it for it to take effect. He stated he asked at the committee meeting for a consensus from California Borough council if they would be open to having these discussions again with Coal Center borough and the feeling he got was yes there is some interest on our side so he’s going to approach Coal Center borough to just see if they are open to the idea. If they are then we can have some more formal talks, if they aren’t then that’s that. He stated he will report back to council whenever he has something new regarding this. 

REQUEST – HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mayor stated we received a letter from the California Historical Society requesting a financial donation to help support their operation. We all know what an asset the historical society is to the community and certainly we would love to support them. He stated he also wants council to remember that for a number of years the borough has stored Municipal records in the attic of the historical society free of charge and the historical society has never complained about all the room that we’re taking up, so let’s think about that. He doesn’t know if we want to talk about a donation now or if we want to think about it in the budget for next year. Miss Roberts stated she prefers now. Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to have a motion and a second so we can discuss. She stated you all have a copy of the letter from Jennine Metal requesting $5,000.00 and she has broken it down. Miss Roberts made a motion to donate $5,000.00 to the California Area Historical Society to be taken out of the Local Share account. The motion was seconded by Bridges. Under discussion Mrs. Chambers stated if you look at the break down they have given us $1,500.00 for a new computer, $2,400.00 for a microfilm reader, $250.00 for software. She stated that sounds like a one time purchase for how many years. The other 2 are yearly subscription rates online internet subscription rates which would total $850.00 and hopefully maybe we could find the money to help them do that. She stated she likes the idea of taking this casino money, local share money, and sending it right back to the community. Mayor asked if we have spent all the local share money already tonight. Mrs. Chambers stated it is funny you should ask that. She stated let her look at her ledger and we have down there. Right now we have $123,000.00 left to spend. Mayor stated he wants a police car. Mrs. Bridges stated she has $118,000.00. Mrs. Chambers stated where did the other $5,000.00 come from? Mrs. Bridges stated well we subtracted the $9,288.00 for meters and then the Fayette Engineering tonight was $2,000.00 and then the Library 7. Mrs. Chambers stated well her and Mrs. Bridges are off by $5,000.00 and she doesn’t know from where. Anyway she asked if there was any further discussion. Mrs. Bridges stated she thinks we need to help out the Historical Society and we helped out the Library, but she thinks these people need to know this may not be a yearly thing. We don’t know if we’ll get the money. Mrs. Chambers stated the county is even talking about opening another casino in our area which they are afraid might deplete some of the funds. We are spending what is in the bank. We’ve gotten checks they are in the bank, now we’ve been promised more money but we don’t want to bring that up for expenditures until we have it. But right now we have spend $7,000.00 for the Library and close to $10,000.00 for the meters, $2,000.00 on engineering fees. Starting with a balance of $142,000.00 and change she says that we have a $123,000.00 dollars left. Do you want to take the $5,000.00 off there that will leave us with the $118,000.00 that you said, to use for other things we are talking about. Mr. Bittner stated he was at the historical society last night for a program and what they’ve done up there is just fantastic. Such a dedicated group of people, they are. Miss Roberts stated and you don’t know what kind of revenue and if they get this type of equipment that may also help them generate more membership. Mr. Bittner stated right now they have Mary Beth doing computer work at her home because they can’t afford internet service at the Historical Society and that is sad in this day and age. He stated he just told Tony to put that on his list for the negotiations for the cable contract they can drop a service line there too. They are doing a fantastic job up there and they have people calling from all over the United States to get information from there. So they are doing a fantastic job and it is the least we can do. Same with the library also, that is money well spent in his estimation. Mr. Gardner asked if they are looking for volunteers up there. Mrs. Chambers stated they are. Miss Roberts stated always. Mrs. Chambers asked for a roll call.
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to donate $5,000.00 to the California Area Historical Society to be out of the Local Share account duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes.
Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to send a letter with the check. 

BOROUGH RECORDS AT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mayor Durdines stated he mentioned the borough records at the Historical Society. He would like permission from borough council and stated that these are old records most of them are just historic records that some we need to keep, a lot we do not, they can be destroyed under the records retention act. He would like permission from Borough council to go through these records along with a representative from the Historical Society and see which ones the borough can part with, which ones we need to keep. He will present a list to borough council indicating what can safely be destroyed. At that point the historical society may have some interest in some of those documents. So he’s just asking for permission to do that. If no-one has a problem with it. Mrs. Bridges stated sure go ahead. Mrs. Chambers stated any problems, does anyone want to volunteer. Mr. Bittner stated and council will have the final say. Mayor stated yes you actually, in order to destroy the documents, you have to adopt and do it by resolution listing all the records, isn’t that correct Mr. DeHaas. Mrs. Chambers stated have at it, no objections. Mayor stated alright then it is going to be fun and told anyone that wants to help to feel free to give him a call. 

HI BAND RADIO FREQUENCY

Mayor stated you have a high band radio frequency. This is in regards to putting the radios in the street department trucks. He stated that he was incorrect when he said at a meeting that the borough owned a radio frequency. We do but it is a low band radio frequency. We need a high band radio frequency if we want to talk to the fire department and talk to the police department. There is a paper in everyone’s packet. It is cut off on the top and it says business radio licensing fee schedule. Does everybody have that? The top box for $675.00, Mr. Tuday is the one that has worked on all of this so far, and he asked Jeff to explain it, but this will pay for our frequency and installation of our frequency. Mr. Tuday stated you have to own the frequency you can’t just use the fire or EMS. They won’t let you do it and if you get caught it is $4,000.00 a day you get fined. He stated we have a low frequency. If you decide to stick with low band radios it will still cost us $475.00 so they cost more than the high band radio. At $675.00 you’ll have that license for 10 years. Mr. Bittner asked if 911 is on board with all of this. Jeff Tuday stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated for $675.00 is what it needs to get our filing fee and get our frequency. Mr. Tuday stated it needs to be for the borough not just the street department or sewer department. Mayor stated what Mr. Tuday is saying when we get a license it gets licensed to California Borough not California borough street department or California Borough sewer department, just to California Borough. Mr. Alfano asked if this frequency can be used on a repeater, the new one that is up at Calvary. Mr. Tuday stated yes. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is a motion. Motion by Bittner and seconded by Mariscotti. Under discussion Miss Roberts asked if there were any miscellaneous expenses. Mrs. Bridges asked if this is a one time fee. Mr. Tuday stated yes and Mayor stated there is a renewal fee. Miss Roberts stated so after 10 years there is a renewal fee. Mrs. Chambers requested a roll call.
Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to purchase a high band radio frequency for $675.00 duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

NEW BUS STOP

Mayor announced that there is a new bus stop location, he read the memo that he received from Norm Hasbrouck. Starting with the beginning of service on Sept. 9, 2010 Mon Valley Transit has added a stop for Valley 2 and Valley 3 on Hickory Street near Pennsylvania Avenue. The stop is located after making the left off of Pennsylvania Ave. at the no parking sign on Hickory Street. Mon Valley Transit will add a Mon Valley Transit bus stop sign. Please note that this stop if for the Mon Valley Transit’s Valley 2 and Valley 3 routes only. Cal commuter will not stop here nor will the University’s Vulcan flyer. The stop is being initiated due to some off campus housing that is in the area near the stop location plus it gives the California borough community in that area access to Valley 2’s shopping services as well as access to California borough business district on both routes. Mayor stated so there is a new bus stop. Miss Roberts asked if there are copies of that flyer that we can put in the lobby for people. Mayor stated we can make a copy. Norm stated he has some. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Mayor stated he also wanted to mention the Fire Department’s spaghetti dinner and he wants to say that it was a success. He thanked Mr. Mariscotti and his family for all the work and the contribution that they put towards that and without them we couldn’t have done that. There are also several citizens that donated desserts and Valdaseri’s Bakery donated some bread. So he wants to thank everybody that was involved in that. We have to do it again next year. It was a really good event, even after everyone was done eating there were still a lot of people that sat there and talked and hung out for a while. It was really nice and he hopes they can do it again next year. 
Motion by Roberts/Bridges to approve Mayor Durdines’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – ERNEST DEHAAS

SEWER LIENS

Mr. DeHaas stated at the direction from the borough he filed liens for delinquent sewer bills that were listed for tax sale this year and he has the Borough’s copies of those liens that he’s received from the Prothonotary. 

EXCHANGE OF EASEMENT / LEASE

On the motion you adopted tonight to exchange the easement for the lease he interprets that to mean that that would be subject to the preparation of documents and he will work with SAI’s attorney to make sure that perpetual easement is in the form that we require and also the lease of the triangle property will have the usual protection in the lease. 

CENTER WEST JOINT SEWER AUTHORITY

He has received communications from the Solicitor of the Center West Joint Sewer Authority, the subject of which is a group of service area, a small area in the borough which that authority is willing to serve and he thinks this a subject that has been discussed previously by council. He has provided council and the engineer with a map that outlines this proposed service area and please note that the engineer has reviewed and most of you have also reviewed it. The matter for you to decided is whether you are willing to enter into a service agreement with that Authority which would make that small area of the borough part of the area that is served by that Authority. The reason if you should do so is that it is impractical and unlikely that the borough would ever provide sewage service to the people who reside or businesses in that area. So if it is your wish to do so he would recommend that they adopt a resolution authorizing the execution of a service agreement with the Center West Joint Sewer Authority for that defined area subject to the review and approval of the Solicitor. Mrs. Chambers asked if someone would like to make that motion. Mr. Bittner made the motion and Mr. Mariscotti seconded it. Under discussion Mr. Bittner asked the solicitor if there is protection for our property owners there that they will not be charged any other fee than what is normally charged by members of the Center West is that correct. Mr. DeHaas stated yes sir, in fact the proposed agreement we shall submit we’ll provide, but he would like to do if they enact this motion is he will compare that agreement to some others that he has done and execute a final version, but yes that would be a definite provision that those people would be charged just the same. Mrs. Chambers asked for any further questions or discussions.
Mr. Alfano stated just to let the folks at home know that these homes will not be reached by our sewage expansion project and most of them are on Old National Pike that is just adjacent to Centerville Borough. Mr. Harris asked if it is all on National Pike. Mr. Alfano stated Old National Pike. Mr. Harris stated the reason he is asking is because his brother in law lives there. Mr. Alfano stated yea they really need it there sure. Mr. Harris stated yes so he is glad. Mr. Alfano stated if you remember they came to us a long time ago and asked about that. Mrs. Chambers stated yes and this has been under discussion for some time and it is time we finalize this too and our borough engineer said it would be prohibitively expensive for us to sewer that. Mr. Brower stated that is correct. Mrs. Chambers stated so it is far better for all concerned to go with the Center West Sewer Authority. Mrs. Chambers called for a roll call.
Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti to adopt a resolution authorizing the execution of a service agreement with the Center West Joint Sewer Authority for that defined area subject to the review and approval of the Solicitor duly carried with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Gardner/Roberts to approve Mr. DeHaas report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Gardner asked Mr. Alfano if Dan has said anything to him about what is happening with McMonagles. Mr. Alfano stated the last they spoke about that the property changed ownership and the people who are the new owners are going to submit a plan to do repairs there. 

NEW BUSINESS

No new business

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mrs. Chambers stated what does council want to do about the executive session do you want to do it now and come back out? 

Council went into executive session at 8:05 pm
Council reconvened at 9:05 pm

SEWER RIGHT OF WAY

Mrs. Chambers stated that they talked about a right of way and she asked Mr. Bittner if he was going to make a motion concerning that. 
Motion by Bittner/Gardner to give the Engineer the right to negotiate one right of way with a property owner that we have impacted the property more than any other property and he has reviewed this, and we offered all property owners a stipend of $500.00 and on this one property owner we’d like to give the Engineer the right to negotiate a settlement of $1,250.00 for this particular right of way duly carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mr. Gardner, and Mr. Mariscotti voting yes.

TABLE HIRING OF POLICE CHIEF

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to table the hiring of the Chief of Police duly carried with all members present stating aye.

ADMNISTRATIVE LEAVE – ACTING CHIEF VITALE

Mr. Bittner stated he thinks that to protect the Borough of California he would like to make a motion that until we get the question of the citizenship issue resolved with the Acting Chief of Police that she be placed on administrative leave with pay and for this to be reviewed at our next regular meeting and performing no duties at all while on this administrative leave. Mrs. Chambers stated there is a motion on the floor is there a second. Mr. Mariscotti seconded the motion. Under discussion Mr. Alfano asked Mr. Bittner to clarify no police duties but administrative duties or no duties period. Mr. Bittner stated himself no duties period. Mr. Alfano stated so she will not be in the building. Mr. Bittner stated that is correct. Mr. Gardner stated to Mr. Bittner what you are initially saying is we’ll put her on administrative leave, she will go home and get paid for doing nothing. Mr. Bittner stated yes, but he thinks we owe that to the citizenry of this town to protect them until this situation is clarified. Mr. Gardner stated if there is a letter by the solicitor sent to her that you will not react as far as arrests as far as any bodily harm to anyone, or anything that would come in that order as far as what police work is. If that letter is sent to her and she is directed by the Mayor to not leave the office, make the schedule, do the other things and that is it. He stated him personally he thinks that is the way to go. He doesn’t believe in paying someone for doing nothing. Mrs. Chambers asked if there is any further discussion. Mr. Bittner stated he’ll tell you what Mr. Gardner, and asked the Mayor how he feels about that. Mayor stated personally he is not going to sign a letter relieving an officer of their police duties, no. Mayor stated he agrees with Mr.Gardner in his statement that we shouldn’t pay somebody to do nothing if we’re going to go in this direction he would say pay her to come to work and only perform administrative duties and no police work. Mr. Mariscotti stated and no dog.  Mrs. Chambers stated what do you mean no dog, she’s the K9 officer. What are you going to do with the dog put it up for sale? Mr. Mariscotti stated no, that is not what he is saying; he’s saying no dog while she’s on administrative leave. Mr. Mariscotti stated she can keep him at home. Mrs. Chambers stated she’s on administrative leave at home and she’ll keep her dog at home is that what you are saying. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes. Mr. Alfano stated that’s not what you’re saying. Mr. Mariscotti stated no that is not what he is saying; he’s saying that she’s coming into the building to do administrative duties. Mrs. Chambers stated administrative duty means she’s not in the building. Mr. Mariscotti 
stated she will come into the building to do scheduling and payroll and she doesn’t need the dog in the building. Mrs. Chambers stated but Mr. Bittner stated no duties period, leave is leave, do not come into the building.  Mr. Mariscotti stated we’re also in discussion and Galvie’s talking about letting her do stuff. Mr. Mariscotti stated he believes that she should be on administrative leave with pay and not be in the building. He stated that’s how he feels. Mrs. Chambers stated that is the motion. Mr. Mariscotti stated that is the motion that he seconded. Mr. Gardner stated take the vote. Mrs. Chambers called for a roll call. 
Motion by Bittner/Mariscotti that until we get the question of the citizenship issue resolved with the Acting Chief of Police that she be placed on administrative leave with pay and for this to be reviewed at our next regular meeting and performing no duties at all while on this administrative leave duly carried with Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mr. Mariscotti voting yes and Mrs. Chambers and Mr. Gardner voting no. There was no response when Mrs. Bridges and Miss Roberts names were called for a vote.

Mr. Alfano stated he thinks it should be duly noted that two council members failed to return that could have possibly been her salvation but they didn’t have the guts to show up. 

Mrs. Chambers stated she is about ready to leave too. This is very very upsetting and it is very upsetting to her too and she can understand why they didn’t wan to come out here and face this. This is not easy. You created this situation by accusing a woman and you do not have evidence to prove that she is not a citizen, you are suppose to be innocent until proven guilty. There was confusion and commotion in the audience and among council members.

Mrs. Mariscotti stated Miss Roberts has not made a report to this council or to these taxpayers for two months. She’s not on the agenda this month, she wasn’t here last month, but I’ll bet my last pair of socks she got a $75.00 check. Mrs. Chambers stated so you have to give a report in order to earn the money, right. She stated she just wants to get that clear too. 
Mayor stated that he has a question, based on the contract the rank structure is your senior officer is who’s in charge so are we now going to get back in to the officer in charge situation where no one wants to listen to him because it’s not in the contract or what are we going to do. Mayor stated that is the issue we ran into before. He also stated that he is not going to come down here and make the schedule and do payroll. 

Mrs. Chambers asked if there is anymore business before council. Mr. Alfano stated there is the recognition of citizens.

RECOGNITION OF CITZENS

JANET MCGINITY

Janet stated first of all there were two ladies here tonight, Connie Ferris and Peg Fawcet, that wanted to be here and wanted to remain here but since the executive session took so long they had to leave. However, they left some information with her that they wanted relayed to council. First of all they would like to express their appreciation to Mr. Alfano for having this situation at 699 Green Street investigated. These ladies live at 439 Wilkins Avenue and they would like to stress that this is a violation of the use allowed in the R1. It is creating a hazard in the street due to the large number of cars parked there. It is a threat to our residential neighborhoods all over town. If college housing is allowed to move into R1 neighborhoods like this. She stated that she would like to remind council that there are complaints from at least 7 separate addresses, which were received in the borough office on Sept 3, 2010. The residents they are referring to is the old Mucy house, originally there was family that bought the home for their son. Their son is now living in the residence and 4 others are living there with him. This is an R1 zone it is not permitted and they would like to thank Mr. Alfano for at least investigating it, but something needs to be done about it. There are several complaints from several homes up there. People can’t get in and out of their driveways, they park in front of the driveways, the parking situation is very hazardous and it needs to be addressed. It is R1 and it needs to be taken care of. We do have an ordinance that states that. So she would, personally, and she’s sure that all the neighbors up there would like to have that investigated further and something done about it. We need to enforce our ordinance. Second of all she stated that she would like to bring forth to council that she would like to see a stop sign placed at the corner of Green and Pennsylvania Ave. What is happening there is there were two accidents last week at the corner of Wood and Pennsylvania Ave. Basically around the same time of the day.  What happened was they put flares out so people would go up to Spear Street and they’re coming up over Pennsylvania Ave. They’re speeding. You would have heard the cars squeal the tire squeal they never seen the flares and they almost went through them. Something needs to be done at that corner of Green and Pennsylvania that was stopped. The nearest stop sign she believes is on Park St., if she’s not mistaken. So you have from Wood Street to Park Street before they stop so it is a speedway. We have bus stops there, we have children in the neighborhood and somebody’s going to get hurt. So she is putting that forth to council to have a stop sign there. There are two stop signs there now. There is one on Green Street each way before you come out to Pennsylvania Ave. but you need one on Pennsylvania Ave. also to kind of stop that speeding down through there. Mayor stated he would like to address while she’s on the topic. He stated he thinks that he brought that up a couple of years ago and the reason that we decided against it was to allow for traffic stacking from Green out to Wood Street. Now if we’re going to do this that is fine, but he would like to have our engineer take a look at it and maybe even conduct a traffic count because he does not want to see cars backed up onto Wood Street and create more of a problem than what there is now. Mr. Mariscotti stated that other issue there is those streets are offset it is not a four way stop. So do you make a three way stop or a four way stop. Mrs. McGinity stated she is suggesting a four way stop basically because they come up through there and they speed and there are people that walk on that road. Mr. Mariscotti stated yes but Green Street is offset. Mayor stated she has a very valid point which is why we looked at it in the first place but the reason we said no was because of what he just said, allowing the traffic to stack up. Now if our engineer says something differently well then okay, that is what he went to school for and that’s fine. Mayor stated that is where he would like to see it go, so he doesn’t know if we need a motion to have that reviewed by our engineer. Mr. Alfano stated he thinks it is a matter of enforcement, if we had any police we could have traffic enforcement. Mrs. McGinity stated let her put it this way, everyone’s bouncing it around somebody is going to get hurt and it’s going to be some children because there are a lot of children in that neighborhood and there is a school bust stop right there at Spear Street, they come flying up over that and several people that have stood at that bus stop said that cars have went right passed the buses, okay. It is going to be an accident waiting to happen and she doesn’t want to see that happen to any children in this community, but that is in councils’ hands. That is up to you guys. Mrs. Chambers asked Jeff Tuday to talk to Art Brower about the situation. Mrs. McGinity stated another thing; you brought up the planning commission and her father served on that planning commission and the comprehensive plan was made and if she’s mistaken that the comprehensive plan was made while that planning commission was in effect. Mr.Alfano stated Jim said they abolished it in 2002 and the comprehensive plan didn’t come about until 2004. Mrs. McGinity stated she will check with him because he served on the planning commission and was deeply involved in that at one time so he will know enough. She stated there was some type of plan they worked on and they got approvals and things. She stated that she did mention to Sheila when she came in tonight that there is a street light down by Rotary Park that stays on all day and all night. So that needs to be looked into because that is going to run the electric bill up, okay. She stated her other item is we have now since the University has stopped a lot of the parking on campus we are now having commercial buses that are going through the neighborhoods. Her concern is that Brandon’s auto repair on the corner there where the buses make that turn they almost go sideways because there is a big hump on that road. There is also school bus stops, we have people walking and she witnessed herself a commercial bus going through and a school bus coming this way and you couldn’t even walk on the side of that road because that road is actually not built for those big of vehicles. The school buses are fine but when we get those commercial buses on there it is a lot harder. What she is suggesting is maybe that the commercial buses follow the truck route. We have a truck route into town, maybe that is what needs to be done instead of them in all our neighborhoods. That is just a suggestion but somebody is going to get hurt, okay. They have to slow down and they are big and they have to pick up students and all but if they follow the truck route it is going to take them out of the neighborhoods when we have school bus stops and children and getting on and off school buses and that type of thing. Because these buses run every 5, 10, 15 minutes, that is her first suggested and second of all the roads aren’t going to hold up. Pennsylvania is not going to hold up to that type of traffic constantly but she is concerned about Brandon’s. When you come out of Pennsylvania Ave. to get onto Wood St. and that bus is making that turn the bus is going fast so somebody is going to get hurt and we have a school bus stop right there at the corner of Wood and Pennsylvania. Mr. Mariscotti stated Hickory Street is already sliding and he doesn’t know if anyone’s paid any attention, but it’s bad, Hickory Street in front of the playground is bad. Mrs. McGinity stated right so we need to address this because any type of heavy commercial traffic needs to follow the truck route the same as the semi trucks follow it, because you are getting them on Wood Street and you’re getting them in the neighborhoods, and not that they are not needed, she sees that point, but our roads are infrastructure and they can’t take it and we’re going to be fixing roads constantly. If they follow the truck route they will be on a state road and the state fixes it. It is better than spending the taxpayers.
JIM MADDIEX

Mr. Maddiex stated he has three things and the first thing is that council asked what time the planning commission was dissolved at the Sept. regular meeting , 2002 it was during the Presidents report so it was somewhere between 6:35 and 7:00. The second thing is when you are talking about bus stops; the borough was eligible at the time for a second bus shelter now whether or not enough time has gone by to see if the offer is still good you might want to check if you want to put another bus stop in. The third thing is the Planning Commission is something he would like to serve on and he would be interested in. 

ART HARRIS

He stated he didn’t know if they could answer a question but he has marked down here while they were in executive session, looking at Code Enforcement you have Verizon wireless $49.21 can you answer what that is for, we don’t have a zoning officer.  Mrs. Chambers stated that is the laptop. Mr. Alfano stated on the bills oh that was the laptop that was in the zoning car. Mr. Harris stated it was what. Mr. Alfano stated that was the laptop computer Bruce had when he got the old police car. Mr. Bittner stated and Dan’s using it now.  Mr. Harris stated and is that the police departments for $198.82. Mayor stated except you’re paying four, we have 4 laptop computers over there. Art Harris stated the other thing when you were talking about reserved parking what do we get on a reserved parking stall say down at the library and stuff now and down by tennis courts, what do we get in. Mr. Mariscotti stated $30.00. Mr. Harris asked $30.00 per space. Mr. Bittner stated yes. Mr. Harris stated you need to start looking at Rotary Park because he can name six vehicles that are parked there since school has come in. Mr. Mariscotti stated we are addressing that situation and Norm last week at the committee meeting brought up the fact that the kids are parking there now but that probably won’t last when the weather changes. We have to order signs that state for recreational purposes only. Mr. Harris stated either that or take part of it and charge them for it you know. Mr. Mariscotti stated the only problem with that is you are kind of forcing them to walk along 88 and we don’t want to be responsible for that. Mr. Harris stated that he understands that but if they are doing it now and he doesn’t think they are walking he thinks they are car pooling from the park. Mayor stated we are starting to use that for more events to and he doesn’t want to have reserved parking lot. 
LORRAINE VITCHOFF

Miss Vitchoff stated she would like to thank the gentlemen for taking into to consideration the borough residents, the tax dollars, and all relative to this issue with having a police officer proves citizenship and protecting us from possible liability. Thank you for taking all of the tax dollars in our community into consideration. She asked if one would discover that perhaps minutes that were adopted were incorrect how would or what is the procedure for letting you know that. Mrs. Chambers stated it is her understanding that once they are adopted they are the minutes of the borough and they’re asked to be read, corrections, additions but once they are adopted. Miss Vitchoff stated but the public of course is not given the opportunity to see them and sometimes several eyes are better than a few and sometimes mistakes are made. So if a mistake would have been found wouldn’t you wan to correct that? Mrs. Chambers stated she thinks she would yes. Mayor stated if it is something severe you should present it to one of us or send a letter highlighting what you feel is inconsistent with what actually occurred. Miss Vitchoff stated oh she is not going to speak on it tonight but she just wanted to know the procedures. 

MICHAEL SEARS
Mr. Sears stated he has a copy of the comprehensive plan and as you can see it is quite hefty. He would like to applaud Mr. Alfano and his leadership in bringing to council the need to reinstate to re-establish the planning commission. He does not want this to appear to be an intimidating document and when you tear it down to what’s important in this document there are a total of 52 objectives, 36 high priority objectives, 9 medium priority, 7 low priority and if you put this in a document such as this and a neighbor of his is familiar with excel spreadsheet and take a look at this thing and see if we can put it in a document that is easy for people to see and understand the full scope of this comprehensive plan and so Mr. Tony Bilitski  took the time to do this and he had this available and he would like to give it to the Mayor so that he could give it Miss Pfrogner to make copies for everybody, so you have something to refer to as we proceed along and establish a plan. Also keep in mind that all decisions that council makes much consider the strategic implication it would have with regards to the comprehensive plan, because everything that is decided should impact some way with regards what is called for in the plan so that we can proceed from this point on and really make California the wonderful place it deserves to be. Mr. Alfano stated it is a great tool we just got away from it. We’re not using its guidance as we should so hopefully a planning commission... Mr. Sears stated he would like to thank council for re-establishing a planning commission. Mr. Bittner stated to Mr. Sears that he would certainly appreciate it if would apply for the planning commission. Mr. Alfano stated here here. Mr. Sears stated he would take that into consideration. 
BELINDA FOREMAN

Mrs. Foreman stated it was mentioned that due to the zoning and ordinance changes that some thing have slipped through the cracks so she wanted to take this opportunity and make sure that it is on record that she also sees some of those, because sometimes when she sends letters they don’t always get to where they should be so she figured this forum would document her concerns and that way we are all set. She stated 55 and 59 Fourth Street from what she understands still do not have permits. There are multiple college students living in both of those. She spoke with Shirley at the borough office this morning and 316 Ash and 317 Ash do not have permits and there are probably, she saw 4 or 5 college students in 316 Ash yesterday and there is now a sign up at 317 Ash saying it is for rent and if she believes correctly when she spoke with Mr. Cottrill before that is not allowed to be rented that that has been the residential zone and the owner of that house was told that. So she is just making sure that we are all on the same page and there is a sign up that says for rent and she has pictures of it at home. Also at 55 Fourth Street as of October 1st it will be a year since they put in their gravel pit. I would like it documented that it is still a gravel pit, it is not and like you said before you have a year to make it a permanent thing and it is coming up quickly. Mr. Alfano stated did you say you spoke with Shirley. Mrs. Foreman stated oh yes. Mr. Alfano stated you were talking to the wrong person for one thing if you would talk to Lori. Mrs. Foreman stated no she is the right to know officer; Shirley is the right to know officer. Mr. Alfano stated oh okay you made a right to know request, I got you, I’m sorry. He stated he thought she was discussing code enforcement issues with Shirley. Mrs. Foreman stated it kind of overlaps at least in her mind maybe that’s not so but she stated that she asked if 316 and 317 has ever applied for a rental permit and neither one ever has and as far as she was under the impression that no alley or way is the line and those two houses are on the residential side of that line, but like she said if you go past 317 there is a rental sign in the bottom porch and if she’s not mistaken 316 she saw about 4 or 5 boys pouring out of that house playing horseshoes or something in the front yard yesterday. Mrs. Chambers stated well they are defined and legally it takes several steps. Mr. Alfano stated they are on the list, let him reassure her. Mrs. Chambers stated and they protect the homeowner if you will so it is very frustrating to you as is to us but there are logical steps that have to be followed. Mrs. Foreman stated that she understands that and she works in a field where she has to document everything and that is part of the reason she is standing here right now to make sure that she is documented and council is documented that they’ve heard her and you are either agreeing or disagreeing or clarifying to her as to what she does and does not understand because we had that last board meeting where Mr. Alfano talked about those residential, and 317 Ash was one of them, that wanted to get an exemption. Mrs. Chambers stated exactly. Mrs. Foreman stated and Mr. Bittner clarified for us that no it cannot be given an exemption even if it does apply to borough council so. Mr. Alfano stated that Mr. Cottrill had that conversation with the property owner today to inform him of that. Mrs. Foreman stated oh today because when she had spoken with him last week he had said that he was letting that person know that it is not allowed to happen. Mr. Alfano stated unfortunately we only have him two days a week and he’s doing the best he can. He’s very diligent and he’s knocking them off one by one. Mrs. Foreman stated she understand and is appreciative of that she just wants to make sure we are all on the same page. Mayor stated he could be incorrect but he was under the assumption that you could rent in the R1 if it meets the definition of family as outlined in our ordinance, is that correct. Mr. Alfano stated that is correct and he is sure that none of those people want to apply for a rental permit for a family. 

JANET MCGINITY

Mrs. McGinity stated there are several residents that have come up in the papers as not paying their taxes okay, but they are student housing and they are still renting them, but they haven’t paid any taxes to Washington County or the borough or whatever. Is there some way we can stop them to renting to students until they pay their taxes. Is there some type of legitimate thing that we can do? Mr. Alfano stated not that he knows of. She stated here they are racking up all these taxes and they are still renting and having an income from that property. Mrs. Chambers stated they pay once a year when the sheriff is just about ready to get them and they write out the check and it is just the way they do business. They have use of their money until the day the day before foreclosure and there is nothing we can do about it. Mr. Bittner stated he is going to put Betty on the spot but he was under the assumption that before a rental license was issued that all borough fees had to be up to date. Miss Pfrogner stated she knows it was sewage and she doesn’t know if it was taxes or not. There was some commotion and many discussions about the issue. Mr. Bittner stated he has heard that the fees have to be up to date but never heard anything about the various taxes. Mayor stated he thinks that taxes and fees are two different things, but if we could amend the Ordinance to reflect that. Mrs. McGinity stated it was just a question they’re making money on it and not paying taxes on it. Mr. Alfano stated just to let everybody know Dan is making a list of things that may be considered as loop holes or just things that may have been missed in old Ordinances that we are going to try and gather up over the next several months make one good amendment to the ordinance that will try and cover these things that we’ve missed in the past, instead of just having resolution after resolution, after resolution and that kind of thing. Mrs. McGinity stated you’re not talking $400.00 or $500.00 you’re talking thousands of dollars they haven’t paid taxes in years okay and they’re letting it rack up but yet they are still renting the property. Mr. Alfano stated if that is not addressed in the ordinance then that may be something we want to address and they won’t get a rental license until all their taxes are paid. 
Meeting adjourned 9:35 pm
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