Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, October 13, 2011.
CALL TO ORDER:  President Sheila Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ATTENDANCE:  Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Glab, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts

ABSENCE:  Mrs. Bridges, Mayor Durdines

MONENT OF SILENCE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

TREASURER’S REPORT – MRS. CLANCY

Miss Clancy read the accounts payable and accounts balances for September 30, 2011

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Roberts/Alfano motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 8, 2011 duly carried with all members stating aye.

Roberts/Alfano motion to approve the minutes of the continued meeting of September 13, 2011 duly carried withal members stating aye.

Roberts/Alfano motion to approve the minutes of the continued meeting of September 15, 2011 duly carried with all members stating aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Maddiex commented on wet gear for the parking meter assistant.
CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  

Miss Roberts add ordinance for disorderly housing and people

Miss Roberts remove amusement tax (not enough information at this time)

Mr. Bittner add hand held GPS for sewer department

Mr. Mariscotti add accept bids for paving 

Mr. Alfano add Planning Commission Report

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – MRS. CHAMBERS

POLICE CONTRACT

Mrs. Chambers reported there was a police contract meeting.  The recommendations have been typed up and she will contact John Bedillion of the Teamsters for dates he has available to start negotiations.  

BUDGET MEETING – OCTOBER 25, 2011

A meeting has been set for October 25, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the budgets.

PARKING METER ATTENDANT – WET WEATHER GEAR & TICKET ENVELOPES – LOCAL SHARE

Mrs. Chambers stated the cost of the reversible raincoat is $104, the rain patrol wide brimmed hat is $8.99 for a total of $114.00.  Roberts/Alfano motion to purchase the rain gear from local shares for the parking meter attendant. Under discussion Mr. Glab asked if this rain gear is generic so if another individual would be writing tickets, it would be here and remain the property of the borough.  Mrs. Chambers stated it does remain the property of the borough and is extra large because it is going over existing clothing.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.  Mrs. Chambers stated the ticket bags are 1,000 per carton at $36.00/carton.  Roberts/Mariscotti motion to buy three cartons of plastic ticket envelopes. Under discussion Mr. Glab felt that one case should be purchased to see how well this works.  Mr. Mariscotti stated then put this under office supplies.  Miss Roberts amended her motion and Mr. Mariscotti amended his second to read purchase one carton and if they work it will be a normal office expense.    On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS – LOCAL SHARE
To keep under the $4,000 threshold, Mrs. Chambers stated if the borough would buy nine snowflakes 
($2,331) and fourteen pole wraps ($1,624), exactly what was purchased last year, the total would come to $3,955 not including shipping. Mrs. Chambers proposed to take this from local share.  Roberts/Alfano motion to purchase the wraps and snowflakes from local share.  On a roll call vote motion carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner voting yes and Mr. Glab voting no.
FINANCE – MRS. BRIDGES
Mrs. Chambers stated Mrs. Bridges has a family situation and she is out of town.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
Bittner/Mariscotti motion to pay the bills duly carried, with all members voting yes.

COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT EIC TAXES
Collection of delinquent earned income taxes was discussed at the working meeting and it was felt that PAMS should continue to collect the delinquent income tax for 2011 and then council was considering giving the 2012 taxes to Keystone. Alfano/Mariscotti motion to have PAMS collect delinquent earned income taxes for 2011 and give Keystone the authority to collect for 2012.  Under discussion Mr. Mariscotti stated 2011 and prior delinquent. Mrs. Chambers stated the amendment would be 2011 and prior delinquent. Mr. Glab asked that a caveat be put in motion stating PAMS would collect until Keystone is online and able to do it.  This would cover council so that they would have more latitude in the future.  The caveat would read PAMS would collect until Keystone is able to take over that portion of it.  Mr. Alfano amended his motion and Mr. Mariscotti amended his second.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.  
PUBLIC HEALTH – MR. BITTNER
NO PARKING ON HIGH AND ORCHARD STREETS

Bittner/Roberts motion to instruct the Chief of Police and the Street Commissioner to survey High and Orchard Streets and post the side of the street that they feel most conducive to take care of the safety, snow removal and maintenance of those two streets.  Motion carried with all members stating aye.  
HAND HELD GPS FOR SEWAGE DEPARTMENT

The gentlemen from the street approached Mr. Bittner about getting a hand held GPS unit.  The borough has manholes located in the woods, especially in the Malden area that get covered with dirt and are tough to find.  Then eventually get into a program that would get a GPS location on every stop sign, fire hydrant, everything in the borough.  Bittner/Roberts motion to buy a hand held GPS unit for $319.95 from the USA Blue Book duly carried, with all members voting yes.

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. ALFANO
ZONING REPORT

Mr. Alfano reported the zoning office income to date, read the code report for the month of September and reported that the code enforcers have been very busy with complaints and are moving on them quickly.  

GRAVEL LOTS
Mr. Cottrell asked that Mr. Alfano make all property owners aware that a list of unpaved parking areas in the borough has been compiled. Every property in violation will receive a letter advising them that they are in violation of Ordinance No. 554, sections 2b and 3a.  A parking area must be made a hard surface within one year.   

15 PROPERTIES – SUSPECTED STUDENT RENTALS IN THE R-1 ZONES
Mr. Alfano reported on the 15 properties suspected to be student rentals in the R-1 zones.
PLANNING COMMISSION LETTER READ BY MR. SEARS
Mr. Sears read a letter on behalf of the Planning Commission to make council aware of their 
responsibility to take an active role in the revitalization of the Borough of California.  This was brought to light when the Comprehensive Plan, prepared by Makin Engineering was unanimously adopted by council in 2003.  Miss Roberts asked if he is asking for a new master plan.  He was asking for the borough to take what is called for in the present comprehensive plan and start bringing it to life by procuring the services of an architectural firm or some organization that can fully develop a scheme or concept for the revitalization of the community.  Mrs. Chambers and Mr. Alfano thanked Mr. Sears and the Planning Commission. Mr. Alfano stated that he and President Armenti had a conversation in the past that they may be able to convince Filoni Architectural Firm to do some pro bono work for the borough to try to get a cohesiveness between what is going to develop in the town over the next few years and what is going into the college seamlessly; or look at grants to get an architectural consultant to come in and help make some plans.  Mrs. Chambers stated the campus is one of the prettiest state university campuses and would like to see Third Street reflect the beauty of the campus.  
PUBLIC SAFETY – MISS ROBERTS
ORDINANCE ON DISORDERLY HOUSES AND PEOPLE

Miss Roberts stated the ordinance on disorderly houses and people points out disorderly houses, repeat offenders, consumption of alcoholic beverages where you should not consume them, disorderly gatherings, nuisance gatherings, noise; it covers quite a lot.  She would like counsel to get it passed as soon as possible.  If any council member, Chief Gillen or Officer Sheehan has any additions or subtractions they should be sent to Mr. DeHaas as quickly as next week because an emergency meeting could be called. She felt it would have been wonderful to have been done before homecoming.  

PUBLIC SAFETY – MR. GLAB

LIGHTS ON 43
Mr. Glab reported Mr. Tuday spoke to Ralph Anderson regarding the lights at the intersection of Malden and Rt. 43.  Mr. Anderson will do the work at a rate of $25/hr. plus the materials. Glab/Mariscotti motion for Mr. Anderson to take those repairs.  Mrs. Chambers asked if a cap was put on how much this would cost. Mr. Glab stated no.  Mr. Bittner stated in the past it was in the hundreds of dollars but there are quite a few lights out and for the length of time the lights have been out, this is an open end repair for now. Mr. Glab stated there are several lights at the traffic light by the fire station not workings.  He feels Mr. Anderson should take care of all that are the borough’s responsibility.  West Penn Power will not take care of the lights on a metal standard, only those installed on wooden poles. Under discussion, Mr. Bittner stated when he first came on council those intersections were unlit.  This borough was about the only intersection on the PA Turnpike that did not have lighting.  So the PA Turnpike installed the lights and the borough is supposed to maintain them. It leaves a bad taste in his mouth that this borough has to maintain them and everywhere else along the turnpike, or turnpike extension the lights are maintained by the turnpike commission.  At 7:00 p.m. Mayor Durdines joined the meeting via phone as he was stuck in traffic. On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.

Bittner/Roberts motion for council to contact our local senator and local representative to see if they would work in the borough’s behalf to have the turnpike take over the maintenance of these lights.   Motion duly carried with all members stating aye.

NO LEFT HAND TURN SIGN ON CALIFORNIA ROAD (STATE RT. 88 SOUTH)
Mr. Glab would like a “no left turn” sign on California Road or State Rt. 88 South prohibiting vehicles traveling north on Rt. 88 from making a left turn into the new parking area created by the university.  The intersection was not designed to have incoming traffic from the north.  A traffic count was done and there are over 7,000 cars a day in that area.  Glab/Mariscotti motion to put a sign there prohibiting the left hand turn.  Under discussion, Mrs. Chambers stated that is a state highway and wondered if the borough is allowed to do that.  Mr. Glab stated the borough is responsible for signage so he would say the borough is.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.
SEWAGE SURVEY TO HIGHPOINT

Glab/Roberts motion to have Mr. Brower do a survey of the cost estimate to sewer portions of 
the High Point Area and if it could be done at a relatively inexpensive cost that the borough extend the infrastructure to that area.  Under discussion, Mrs. Chambers asked the cost.  Mr. Brower stated three or four days of surveying at $600 to $1,000/day and $3,000 to $4,000 of engineering.  Mr. Brower stated not to exceed $4,000.  Mr. Glab amended the motion to state not to exceed $4,000 and Miss Roberts amended her second.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.
HAND HELD TICKET WRITER/SCANNER
Mrs. Chambers would contact the council member who researched this in the past.

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. MARISCOTTI 
SECOND STREET PARKING LOT
Mariscotti/Roberts motion to approve payment of the paving of the Second Street parking lot out of local shares; 84 Lumber $33.98, Maund Industries $462.00 and Lehigh Hanson for the actual black top is $5,175.87 for a total of $5,671.85.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.  

WINTER BIDS THROUGH WC JMPC (COLD PATCH) $93.94 FOB
Mariscotti/Roberts motion to approve the 2011/2012 winter bids through the WC JMPC for cold patch at $93.94 FOB.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.
PAVING BIDS FOR FIRST, FIFTH AND ASH STREETS
Today the paving bids for First Fifth and Ash Streets were open.  The lowest bid was Morgan Excavating, LLP out of Bentleyville, PA at $61,372.00.   Mariscotti/Roberts motion to approve the low paving bid.  There is $54,956.00 in the Street Improvement fund which leaves a balance of $6,415.58 from local shares.  This would be curb to curb where the water company replaced their lines.  Fifth Street would go from Ash to Wood St., Ash Street would go from First to Fifth Street and First Street would go from Paul Hotz to Ash Street. Under discussion, Mr. Mariscotti was going to make this motion contingent upon the engineer’s review but Art already checked this out.  These bids were opened at 1:00 p.m. so he thanked Mr. Brower for doing this in a timely fashion.  He has talked to the contractor and the borough is saving about 30% on this as the person doing the paving for the water company wanted $90,000+.  The next bid was around $84,000.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.  Mrs. Chambers thanked Mr. Brower for getting on this and asked him to contact the contractor tomorrow.

PURCHASE OF GRADER 
Mr. Mariscotti stated other graders were to be looked into for a price so he tabled this with Mr. Tuday being injured on Sunday.  Mr. Brower felt that instead of a grader maybe getting a paver and renting a grader.  With purchasing a paver the materials only would come from the liquid fuels money.  

ENGINEER – MR. BROWER

GLENN JOHNSON
Mr.  Brower has a payment request for Glenn Johnson on the Malden/Granville project for $30,628.76.  Bittner/Roberts motion.  Under discussion, Mr. Bittner asked where that would come from.  Mr. Brower stated either capital or bond.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.
CHANGE ORDER - $132,815.20

Under the same contract, Mr. Brower asked for a change order which is a deduct for $132,815.20.   Bittner/Roberts motion.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes. 
MAIN PROJECT PUMP STATION
Mr. Bower thinks they motivated the contractor for the main pump station and they are satisfied with what he is saying.  The solicitor will still be contacted to write him a letter.
GREENSBURG ENVIRONMENTAL 
Request No. 10 for Greensburg Environmental from the contractor in question is for $23, 750.  Bittner/ Roberts motion.  Under discussion, Mr. Glab asked if it would motivate these people more to withhold this payment until they came forth.  Mr. Brower stated the retention being held is $150,000 to $200,000 but per the procurement law if he earned this he has to be paid within 30 to 45 days.  Mr. Brower stated the retention is down to 5% because he is over 50% but percentages have been retained on all line items throughout the course of this job.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.

West Penn Power has put in the poles to supply power to the place within the next couple weeks.  Hopefully this will be done in three to four weeks but that is pushing the general contractor.  
BIDS – GENERATOR AT TECHNOLOGY PARK
Bids were opened on November 12, 2011 for the generator at the Industrial Park pump station. The low bidder came in at $35,935, Shultice Electric out of Latrobe, PA.  Bittner/Mariscotti motion to purchase.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.

MAYOR DURDINES

TRICK OR TREAT
Mayor Durdines announced Trick or Treat would be on November 29, 2011 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

PART TIME POLICE OFFICERS

Chief Gillen has been reviewing applications for part time police officers and will provide council with his recommendations. Then council can schedule interviews.  Hopefully council can vote on this at the November meeting.   

HALLOWEEN PARADE 
The Halloween Parade is Wednesday, October 26, 2011 and lineup is at 6:00 p.m. at the Public Library.
PARKING DENIED

Mayor Durdines did not want to discuss this unless someone wanted to move to approve it.
THREE LICENSE PLATE SCANNERS – D.A.’S OFFICE

The borough is going to participate in a program to attempt to receive local gaming revenues through the county.  It is a multijurisdictional application to receive license plate scanners which will be mounted on one of the police vehicles.  It will be no cost to the municipality being that there are already computers and internet access in the vehicles.  

NEW POLICE VEHICLE

The Mayor stated there is a quote in council’s packets for a cost of a little over $30,000.00.  He keeps hearing the police department is over budget on maintenance of the police vehicles. That is because the vehicles are worn out.  So the borough can keep repairing them or buy a new one.  Mr. Mariscotti asked if the Mayor would take one out of service when the new one is purchased.  The Mayor stated yes.  He and the Chief talked about the K-9 vehicle or the 2007 Crown Victoria. Mr. Bittner stated the Chief is on the phone and then asked if the Civil Service list needs updated.  Mayor Durdines stated there are two more people on the full time list that remain qualified. Mrs. Chambers asked for a motion and an amount for purchasing the police car.  Mr. Mariscotti asked if the Mayor’s intention is to take the K-9 Explorer out of service and switch the K-9 door opener, which it was.  Mr. Mariscotti stated of the two white cars the older car is in better shape than the newer car.  Mayor Durdines requested that the car to be purchased, a 2013 Ford Interceptor, be taken out of gaming revenue.  Production of this vehicle would begin in December and the borough could take delivery in March or April. Mr. Bittner read the bid as $29,070.00.  Miss Roberts suggested if the car could not be received until March; hold off until council sees if there is any more money coming in.   Mariscotti/Alfano motion to purchase the 2013 Interceptor.  Under discussion, Mr. Glab stated if the delivery is not going to come until March, the budget is being planned for next year so council can build this into the budget.  In the past there was a line item for police vehicles so that money will be in there next year plus use the balance from the local shares. It is going to be cost effective to buy a new vehicle.  Mrs. Chambers stated there is a line item in the budget for $5,000.00 that is a CD and it could be possible there would be $10,000.00 budgeted.  Mr. Alfano stated use the gaming money as a backup. In the past, the borough entered into a three payment lease, pay three equal amounts for three years and the borough owned the car. On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes. Mayor Durdines thanked council for approving this expense.  

The Mayor stated the police department has faced some additional challenges and he thanked the men and women of the department for their bravery.  They go into area where there are shots being fired.  They are doing an amazing job and he cannot say enough to compliment them. He also thanked the university police department for their assistance.  With that being said the Mayor would like to remind everybody about comments he made this time last year regarding some of the situations occurring in the borough and continue to occur today.  He asked a university official to pay a little bit more attention to what is going on and a year later it is the same situation.  

PAVING
Mr. Brower stated there might be a qualification required on awarding the paving bid that all documents be checked to make sure the water company has completed all of their work before proceeding.  They were having a problem disinfecting one of their lines.  There is a call in on that already. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT – MR. MARTIN
Mr. Martin informed everyone that Mr. DeHaas’ mother passed away on October 11, 2011.  Mr. DeHaas sent a written report that is in council’s packets.  There are five items on this report and they have been touched upon by council this evening.  Mrs. Chambers asked council to look at the items one through five that Mr. DeHaas has worked on and Mr. Martin would be happy to answer any questions.  Miss Roberts asked if under three, proposed ordinance council would prefer the longer or shorter version so that could be advertised for action in November. Mr. Bittner stated he and Mrs. Chambers talked today and they preferred the longer ordinance. Bittner/Roberts motion to authorize the solicitor to advertise the alcohol/disorder conduct ordinance.  On a roll call vote motion carried with all members voting yes.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

RIVER TOWNS – CATHY McCOLLUM

Cathy McCollum spoke on the River Towns Project.  This project is fully funded by the Benedum Foundation for two years and works with a region that is bordering a long distance trail or a navigable river.   Information was left outlining this program. The River Town Action meetings are held after Parks and Recreation meeting on Saturday mornings.  Mrs. Chambers felt it great that the River Towns Project is working with the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation and feels this will produce results.
BRAD BISHOP – RIVER TOWN OUTREACH MEMER FOR CALIFORNIA
Brad Bishop, the River Town Outreach Member for California, gave a report on the “Make a Difference Day,” last Saturday.  They had sixty students participating and two of the projects were installing ten planters throughout town with mums.  They also work at Wyatt Park at the end of Wood St. across the railroad tracks.  The Parks and Recreation meeting is at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, 218 Wood St. and he asked that everyone join them for the River Town Action Meeting following that.  Mrs. Chambers saw their work and it looks beautiful.  She would also like to commend the many students who were helping a lot of the residents last Saturday.  These students were wonderful and represent civility and integrity and thanked Cal U for setting this up.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

JAMES MADDIEX
Mr. Maddiex had three things this evening.

1.  The DARE money has not been used in quite a while so he would like something done with that.

2.  Election time is near so vote for the candidate of your choice.

3.  Regarding the street lights, it was a close vote when voted on.

4.  Happy Halloween.

MR. GLAB

Mr. Glab would like the demolition of the Hollywood Theater to not begin until after homecoming.  Mrs. Chambers would contact Mr. Fox.  The holdup at this time is to get the cable off the building that belongs to Verizon.  She was promised that within the week it will be down.

MARK SCHEUERMANN

Mr. Scheuermann requested to meeting with Mr. Alfano after the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
