Special Meeting of California Borough Council, August 5, 2010, 6:00 pm
President Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm
PRESENT: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts
ABSENT: Mayor Durdines, Junior Council member Kurilko

PUBLIC COMMENT: AGENDA ITEMS

Mr. Maddiex stated under your approval for advertising for rebar, is this for an ad that has already been done or is this for new. Mrs. Chambers stated these ads were put in. Mr. Maddiex stated so these are not for new ads. Mrs. Chambers stated we are hoping to have a response and open the bids next week at the regular meeting. 

PRESIDENT CHAMBERS REPORT
APPROVE ADVERTISING – BIDDING OF REBAR
Mrs. Chambers stated the first thing is to approve advertising. Mr. Tuday had several inquiries on the rebar and was advised that we have to advertise. We went ahead and discussed it but we do need to approve the cost which was a little over $200.00 for the advertising for the rebar. She asked if she has a motion and Miss Roberts stated you do and Mr. Gardner seconded the motion. Under discussion Mr. Gardner asked if we have a price in mind at all. Mrs. Chambers stated not right now no. Mrs. Bridges stated not until the bids are read. Mr. Gardner stated he understands that he was just wondering is all. Mrs. Chambers stated sometime ago we had a price that Mr. Brower got that was like
$2,500.00 and then there was interest all of the sudden that it was worth more than that so. Mr. Brower stated the scrap price is probably going to be around $15,000.00. If you’re asking them to haul it then it will probably be reduced.
Motion by Roberts/Gardner to approve the advertising for the sale of rebar duly carried on a roll call vote with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, and Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no.
ADOPT PENNDOT’S TRAFFIC SIGNAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Mrs. Chambers stated that you are all aware that Penn dot has finally found money for a traffic signal at Route 88 and Malden Rd/Skyline Dr. They are asking that when the borough accepts that signal that we provide the maintenance for the signal, lights, bars, and that sort of thing, which is what we do down here at the corner of Third & Wood. So she needs a motion to adopt a maintenance agreement for the installation of that traffic signal. Miss Roberts made the motion and Mr. Gardner seconded. Miss Pfrogner stated you have to read the motion exactly as it is. Mr. Alfano stated that at this time Shelly would like to make a motion to adopt the Traffic Signal Agreement between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, and the Borough of California which covers the traffic signal installation at SR 0088 and SR 2073 (MaldenDr./Skyline Dr. SR 0088 (Wood St.) Mrs. Chambers stated okay and that was made by Miss Roberts and seconded by Mr. Gardner. The motion duly carried on a roll call vote with Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, and Mrs. Chambers voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 

ADOPT RESOLUTION 10-002- TRAFFIC SIGNAL AGREEMENT
Motion by Alfano to adopt Resolution 10-001 allowing the president of council and the borough secretary to sign the traffic signal maintenance agreement. Mrs. Chambers stated it should be resolution number 10-002. Mr. Alfano amended his motion to reflect resolution 10-002 motion was seconded by Miss Roberts. Motion duly carried on a roll call vote with Mr. Bittner, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, and Mr. Alfano voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no.
APPROVE TRAFFIC SIGNAL PLANS

Motion by Alfano/Roberts to adopt the traffic signal plans duly carried on a roll call vote with Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, and Mr. Bittner voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 

ENTER INTO AGREEMENT – TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES CO, INC.

Motion by Alfano/Roberts  to enter into an agreement with Traffic Control Equipment & Supplies Co, Inc. for future maintenance of the traffic signal being installed at the intersection of SR 0088 and SR 2073 (Malden Dr.)Skyline Dr./SR 0088 (Wood St.) This agreement is on a per hour costs with no annual fee. Mr. Gardner asked if this was the same set up with have with the light at Third and Wood. Mrs. Chambers stated same company. Mrs. Bridges asked when it would be installed. Miss Pfrogner stated she spoke with Nancy Kelly this afternoon and they are just unsure at this point of time but one thing she did find out through traffic control that we will not be responsible for any maintenance within the thirty day period and hopefully with this type of signal that will just be few and far between on our maintenance concern. Mr. Alfano stated they’ll probably start construction just in time to coincide with the new semester. The motion carried on a roll call vote with Mr. Gardner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, and Miss Roberts voting yes and Mr. Mariscotti voting no.

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve Mrs. Chambers report duly carried with all members present stating aye.
ART BROWER – ENGINEERS REPORT

Mr. Brower stated he needs to add something to his agenda if at all possible and that he has a payment application from Seiler Excavating for the emergency work down here and he’d like to submit that for payment. Mrs. Chambers stated she had thought we paid that whole thing. Mr. Brower stated we partial paid. Mrs. Chambers stated so you’ll turn that in for payment next week then. Mr. Brower stated he guesses they could approve it tonight and then pay it next week, however you guys need to do it. Mrs. Chambers stated this Seiler did we not approve that. Mr. Brower stated you approved the amount and the contract but I’m just making application for payment. Mr. Alfano stated there were chance orders involved. Mrs. Chambers stated oh okay fine. 
SUBDIVISION – TECHNOLOGY PARK

Mr. Brower stated there is a private developer that is going to develop up there and work with Drebo who is already up there. He bought a large parcel of land and wants to subdivide it into two so they can potentially put another business up there and he got his county approval for the subdivision and requires approval from the borough. We looked at the plan that he has submitted and he’s going to use it for commercial use. Miss Roberts stated you don’t know what he is going to use it for is that what you are saying. Mr. Brower stated it sounds as if what they are building is warehouse and shipping facility about 20,000 sq. ft, not real big. Miss Roberts stated can you go back again, so we need to approve a subdivision for this person. Mr. Brower stated correct the developer is Crossgates, Inc. and the building is for Drebo. Mr. Alfano stated from South Point, Crossgates, never mind. Mr. Gardner asked where is that going. Mr. Brower stated as you’re going up on the right there is Timberline and they’ll be in the next lot, in fact they border on the Timberline parking lot. Miss Roberts asked if there was anyway they could move this until Thursday so she can ask him more questions, she doesn’t understand what is going on. Mr. Brower stated a developer basically bought a piece of property up there and wants to build something on it and doesn’t need the whole property so he wants to subdivide it so he can use his half and technically sell the other half down the road to whoever buys it. Miss Roberts stated okay, but we need to approve that, correct? Mr. Brower stated it has already been approved by the County and okayed by the Redevelopment Authority so everybody is on board. Miss Roberts stated well there you go. Mr. Mariscotti stated did he buy it from the Redevelopment Authority or is he leasing it. Mr. Brower stated he is buying it. Mr. Brower stated it is lot 7. Mr. Alfano stated he is sure there will be some tax abatement involved there too. Mr. Gardner stated if council wouldn’t agree to that would Washington County do it anyhow. Mr. Brower stated Washington County approved it; Redevelopment Authority just sold them the property. Mr. Alfano stated why wouldn’t we want another tenant or two in our park. Mr. Brower stated it only makes sense and it may create 30 or 40 jobs. Mr. Alfano stated yes and 30 to 40 jobs is 30 to 40 jobs you know, plus edu’s and everything else that goes with it you now. Mr. Gardner stated but we never heard any of this until now. Miss Roberts stated well yea that is why I wanted more information that’s all. Mrs. Chambers stated so you looked it all over and it meets all of our zoning requirements. Mr. Brower stated yes. Mrs. Chambers stated and our sewer system can handle it. Mr. Brower stated yes and Shirley provided the availability of sewer letter and I have the letter of approval from the Washington County Planning right here. Miss Roberts stated can we see that letter. Mr. Bittner stated why do we pay an engineer if we’re not going to take his word for it. Mr. Bittner stated our engineer is suppose to research it for us come tell us it is copasetic, it’s okay and then we question our engineer. I don’t understand this it just blows my mind that we pay all these people and employees and we don’t believe any of them. Miss Roberts explained that she is not saying that she doesn’t believe Art she just wants more information. Mr. Brower stated that is fine and that is why he is here. Mrs. Bridges asked if we still have that LERTA agreement with the Redevelopment Authority is that a five year or three year. Miss Pfrogner stated five years. Mrs. Chambers asked her to explain that to her. Miss Pfrogner stated it is a tax abatement, council agreed to 11 or 12 years that the tax abatement would be 100% for five years. Mr. Bittner stated that he believes that is on the buildings and not the property, isn’t that right. Miss Pfrogner stated that is right, not the property just the building, yes that is correct. Mr. Alfano stated that is very common with commerce parks to give something like that, a little enticement or incentive to come here. Mrs. Bridges stated that has been in effect for many years, ever since they have built the Industrial park. Miss Pfrogner stated and everyone up there is 100% and this will be the first one now that will have the abatement. Mrs. Chambers stated so up until now there has been no taxes because the Redevelopment Authority owns this right. Mr. Bittner stated that is his understanding yes. Mrs. Chambers so now once he builds he will pay on the property now but not the building for five years. Various conversations were taking place between council members. Mr. Bittner asked if Mr. DeHaas was invited tonight because we are conducting a lot of legal things here it might have been nice to have the solicitor sitting here to answer questions if we have them. Mrs. Chambers stated it was her understanding that he was coming and she hasn’t received a call that he hasn’t so she doesn’t know, unless he thinks it is 6:30. Mr. Alfano stated yes he’s coming for 6:30. Mr. Bittner stated he was just wondering is all. Mrs. Chambers asked if anybody else has any questions. Mrs. Bridges asked if the subdivision is going to cost the borough anything. Mr. Brower stated no it is all a private developer. Mrs. Chambers stated okay then we need a motion to approve this subdivision. 
Motion by Gardner/Bittner to approve the subdivision duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 
CONDEMNATION OF RIGHT OF WAYS

The secured, and look in your packet you have a list of the right of ways, and you can see which ones we have and the ones we don’t have. He stated that phone calls have been made, letters have been sent, doors have been knocked on these have been non responsive. In order to move forward on this project we need to make sure we have these right of ways secured before we can enter private property and install sewer lines. Next step in doing that is condemnation. You take the property, you give them $500.00 or whatever the fee is, they have 30 days to contest it and if they don’t the court basically grants you access. We’ve been chasing these for the better part of three months now and it is probably time to move on this so we don’t miss the window of opportunity to get good pricing. Mr. Bittner stated Art he does believe, and correct him if he is wrong, if they do take him to a board of arbitration or whatever all fees fall on the Borough of California correct. Mr. Alfano stated that is true. Mr. Brower stated yes and he thinks, and Ernie could clear this up, but he thinks once  you start this he’s not sure they could stop it by contesting it, but at that point if goes to a board of view and contest and ask for more money he guesses. Mr. Gardner asked how much of a delay does that cause. Mr. Brower stated well it takes 30 days and unless you take action to do this it is probably going to go beyond the days that the contractor is willing to hold his price. Mr. Bittner stated he thinks we were very fair offering the $500.00 and he knows that doesn’t compensate some people for what they have lost, also these people could have contacted us, several of them called him and he referred them to Bill and he went up there and talked to them. They’ve tried to establish no dialogue with us on what they did want for their property so he thinks we’re getting pushed into a corner now and we had to do this on other sewer projects too and he certainly doesn’t like doing this but at some point in time if we want to make this progress we’re going to have to move on with this. Mr. Brower stated you are correct, we actually moved lines because some people had things planted and we tried to accommodate everyone that has contacted them and answer their questions. He was contacted by the church fearing that both driveways would be open at the same time and he assured them that would never happen and they would always have access and so we try to make sure everyone is comfortable with what we’re trying to do but we are at the point now where sometimes a formal process will help them move along and if you wait it could be another three months and by then you’re going to have to rebid the job. Mrs. Chambers stated so let us say that we vote tonight to condemn these properties and we send them a letter saying that the property is being condemned and you feel then that we will get.. Mr. Brower stated at this point it goes to the Solicitor. Mr. Mariscotti asked if he sent anybody out to talk to these people. How about one more attempt very quickly in the next day or so. Mr. Brower stated yes we can and we’ve been to a lot of these places two or three times and we’ve called and sent letters. Mrs. Chambers stated she knows Shirley was sent up there. Mr. Mariscotti stated SAI is two of them. Mr. Brower stated if they get a call from the solicitor and he says okay this is what the council has authorized me to do and nobody wants this to happen is there any way to reach an agreement.  
Motion by Bittner/Gardner to start the condemnation of the remaining right of ways with the provision that the Solicitor calls all of them and has a phone conversation first with them before he starts the condemnation on the property duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

PUMP STATION PROPERTY

Mr. Brower stated everyone is aware that we need a small piece of property from the University at the Harris farm on Malden. He asked if the University or SAI owns that property. Miss Roberts stated SAI. We need a small piece of property there and we need to discuss the method we’re going to use to obtain that. Mrs. Chambers stated lets bring everybody up to date; we have an appraiser working on this property. It is 0.4 acres or less than a tenth of an acre. We have an appraiser who has of 6:00 pm has not yet gotten back to us and Art we do not have a fair market value for this property as of right now. So the thought was, if indeed we would condemn just that piece that we need, take it by eminent domain, when the appraiser is finished we talk to SAI and bring it back to council and hopefully we will pay the fair market value for that piece of property. We’re doing this to try and get rolling on awarding these contracts. We can always rescind the motion to condemn it we reach an agreement with SAI after the appraiser’s supplies the fair market value of the property. She would like to hear a motion to condemn just exactly the amount that we need and it is less than a tenth of an acre on the Harris farm for the Malden pump station. Mr. Brower stated what we need is 0.4 for the pump station but we may need a right of way to get to the pump station. Norm Hasbrouck stated that is what he needed to know. Mr. Brower stated the right-of way would be a private road accessing the pump station. Mr. Mariscotti stated when that sewer line passes under 43 is it going underneath the underpass or is going to be a bore. Mr. Brower stated open and cut are under over pass. It is a lot less expensive. Mr. Mariscotti stated does that go center road to the side of the road. Mr. Brower stated as you are going up the hill away from the church it will be on the left and it will be as close to the curb as we can. Mr. Hasbrouck asked that council motion include the part that the condemnation proceedings can be rescinded upon the arrival of the appraisals and then approved through negotiations. Mrs. Chambers stated that is fair. Mr. Alfano stated he would like to say that any eminent domain would be rescinded if we would come to terms with the property owner before hand. Mrs. Chambers just like the ones we just did, if the people say fine send me the check then it is automatically rescinded. Mr. Hasbrouck stated but it needs to be part of the record. Mrs. Chambers stated who would like to make this motion. Mr. Alfano stated the motion was made wasn’t it. Mrs. Chambers stated she wanted it made. Miss Pfrogner stated that Mrs. Chambers stated that she would like to hear a motion to condemn the property just the portion of property that we need for the Malden Pump Station which is less than a tenth of an acre. Miss Roberts asked if that was made into a motion. Miss Pfrogner stated excuse me, that is what Sheila said. Mr. Alfano stated he wouldn’t specify the amount of acreage but use as required and that we will agree to rescind any condemnation should be come to terms with the property owners prior to the condemnation proceedings. Mr. Gardner seconded the motion. Motion duly carried on a roll call vote with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Miss Roberts, Mr. Gardner, and Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 
TRIANGLE PROPERTY

Mrs. Chambers stated we are still awaiting the appraisals on that also so we can move that until we get more information on what the fair market value is. 

AWARD SEWAGE CONTRACTS- MALDEN/GRANVILLE AREA

Mr. Bittner asked Art to give them a time line on those contracts if they award them tonight then what happens. I think there is 30 days or 60 day periods or something along that line. Mr. Brower stated if you award them then he will send the awarded contract to the contractor telling them and they will have to provide insurance and bonds together and all that kind of stuff. They’ll have a reasonable time to get that together but they’ll probably try and do that as quickly as possible. Once he signs the contract and sends it back you have 30 days to sign the contract. After you sign the contract you have 90 days to get him a notice to proceed. Mr. Alfano stated it could be sooner than though. Mr. Brower stated yes up to 90 days. That gives you a little buffer there also, but awarding the contract, if you guys wanted to sit on this for a week that’s fine, because once you award it and something falls through. He would rather do that than have them scheduled and get in a situation where we are stuck. Being a little cautious will be to our advantage, it’s all laid out in there take it home over the week and take a look at it if you have any questions call me and we can talk about it. Awarding these contracts is a pretty big deal. Mr. Bittner stated if we could get Ernie to hustle on these 12 phone calls and get an idea of how many people are going to go that would give us a little more breathing room. Mr. Brower stated yes but you may not have the appraisals. Mr. Brower stated but we really need to get this moving, we have a little breathing room so if you wait until next week that is not going to hurt anything, but doing it now with any kind of reservation may cause issues down the road. Mrs. Chambers asked if council would like to table this to next week. Council agreed to table it until next week.
PAYMENT FOR THE SEWER WORK ON ROUTE 88 – SEILER EXCAVATING

Mrs. Chambers stated what are we talking, how much? Mr. Brower stated the cost was approximately $120,000.00 they had change orders that need signed for $10,000.00 we had the dump change orders for $21,000.00 which is a net contract of $110,00.00 for a savings of $10,000.00. We’re basically $10,000.00 under contract. The reason you had change orders is after we looked at it and talked to Penn dot it made more sense to move it off the road and it saved us $10,000.00. The reason he’s not closing the job out is we’ve asked him to give us a price the main pipe under the manhole and you can’t get air in there. We want to get a price from him to knock that piece of pipe out and put an invert in the bottom of the manhole so you have air mixing into the sewage and you have a true gravity line. He’s supposed to go out there tomorrow and look at it and gives us a price and we think it can be done for less. Mrs. Chambers stated and it will be done at the same labor rates and everything that is in the contract. Mr. Brower stated there is a specific line item in there for the contract that you have to use a separate price for that but you can add it to the contract as a change order. Mrs. Chambers stated so that could be done right of way rather than going out for bid. Mrs. Chambers stated tell us what you need us to do Art. Mrs. Bridges stated do we not have to approve the change orders. Mr. Brower stated it has been his experience that as long as it does not exceed the contract value then we generally don’t ask for approval on change orders. But if it is a change order that increases the contract value then we’re going to bring it to you guys. This here is done it had to be a decision made while they were laying pipe either move it or don’t so we made the call and saved $10,000.00. Now the next change order may be beyond the scope that you have already authorized. Mrs. Chambers stated then. Mr. Brower stated their payment application is for $16,201.17. Mrs. Chambers stated and outline what they did for us for that amount. Mr. Brower stated that is basically half the retainage and the balance of restoration down there and that brings them up to date he believes for $110,000.00 complete per contract. The only reason we’re not closing it out is because he wants to see if they can do that other work. Mrs. Chambers stated is all the restoration finished. Mr. Brower stated it looks nice it is better than it was before. Mr. Bittner stated and it is a wider area to walk on inside the guard rail. Mrs. Chambers stated so you need a motion to pay $16,201.17 for restoration completion of the sewer line on Route 88. Mr. Brower stated the balance of the contract basically.  
Motion by Bittner/Gardner that council make the payment as outlined by Art duly carried on a roll call vote with all members present voting yes. 

Motion by Roberts/Alfano to approve the Engineer’s report duly carried with all members present stating aye.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS
JIM MADDIEX
Mr. Maddiex stated jog his memory on the subject of tax abatement up at the Industrial Park when he was on council we extended it he thinks for 5 or 6 years so he think it may be running out soon.  He thinks council did it in 2005 so it should be this year. Mrs. Bridges stated usually the Redevelopment Authority will let you know when it is expiring. 

Mr. Maddiex suggested for council to perhaps change the street lamps to LED lights while we’re doing the other lights. Mrs. Chambers stated she looked into it and just the light fixtures in these lamp posts without being installed is $2,000.00 per lamp post. which she thinks we have 57 lamp posts so we need to look at that very closely. Mr. 
Mariscotti stated he thought that was part of the community block grant program. Mrs. Chambers stated well it is but we have to decide if we want to spend that. Mr. Mariscotti stated but the new section will be LED lighting, right. Mrs. Chambers stated she would think so. We may want to talk about just doing Third Street and doing another street and then another depending on how it works out.  Get thinking about that and the people from Spring City Lamps said $2,000.00 and we have to pay to have it installed. So we are kicking that around. Mr. Maddiex stated perhaps check surrounding communities and see if they are doing this and get a cheaper price by going in together. Mrs. Chambers stated we did ask, they have not installed these anywhere yet, and we thought as a demo borough we would get a reduction and they said no.

ART HARRIS

Mr. Harris asked about the subdivision at the Technology Park and asked if the guy buying it is subdividing it, Lot 7. Mr. Brower stated yes, Crossgates, Inc. out of McMurray is buying lot 7 to subdivide it on one half he is building a warehouse shipping facility for Drebo, which is already up there. The other half he wants to separate from the warehouse, so he is subdividing it in half now. He may already have a plan for the other half but he hasn’t shared that with him. Mr. Harris states if he sells that property council still has the final say so as what goes on there as we do now. Council has to okay everything that goes into the Industrial Park. Mr. Brower stated he knows he is in the process of obtaining building permits so he’s talked to you guys. Mr. Harris stated what about the other one because it is kind of hard because what if they want to put a factory in there that isn’t any good and it is going to overload the sewage plant and stuff like that what are you going to do if you already approved the subdivision on something. Mr. Mariscotti stated all we are doing is approving a subdivision why not approve what is going on the+ other half. Mr. Harris stated that is why he is telling them. Whatever is built on there is run through Redevelopment Authority and comes back to this council for a vote and that’s the way it has always been up there since the Industrial park has been there. Mr. Mariscotti stated okay, so what. Mr. Harris stated all he is saying is if that lot stays in his name he can do what he wants with it and he doesn’t have to go back to the Redevelopment Authority. Mr. Alfano stated he’s sure the Redevelopment Authority will have the final say on what goes on up there. Mr. Brower stated he still has to come here for approval even if he buys the property so he is the one taking the risk here. We’ve approved nothing other than the subdivision, no building, and no facility, nothing other than subdividing of property. Mr. Gardner asked if council has ever turned anything down up there. Mr. Harris stated yes, they have. Mr. Gardner asked such as. Mr. Harris stated the hotel. There was further discussion between several council and audience members.
He stated something else has cropped up and he’s not been around town for the meetings but he understands that there is an investigation going on on our police department. Mr. Gardner stated not that he knows of. Mrs. Chambers stated news to her. Mr. Harris asked if that was just rumor. Mrs. Chambers responded yes. Mr. Gardner stated if it was a fact Artie he would tell you that. Mr. Gardner stated he’ll put it this way; he doesn’t know of anything like that. Mrs. Chambers asked the rest of council if they have anything to share about any investigation of the police department. Mr. Bittner stated yes he was told there was a call made to the solicitor and the mayor questioning something from some state agency and that is all he ever heard.  Mr. Harris stated an executive session was called here not to long ago. Mrs. Chambers stated yes that is correct and she was going to report on that at council’s committee meeting that they had an executive session on July 29th to discuss a police officer who is currently under workman’s comp and the attorney from the insurance company who spoke to our attorney who then spoke to us. Mr.Gardner stated Artie so we put everything above board here; Jon made a statement and as far Mr. Gardner knows that statement is accurate. There was a question about the Acting Chief’s birth certificate, what happened after that he has no idea, he can’t answer that. Someone from the audience stated what it, what was the question. Mr. Gardner stated does she have one. Miss Vitchoff stated to Mr. Gardner to clarify what you said you are confirming that someone from Harrisburg called here and asked about Officer Vitale’s birth certificate. Mr. Gardner stated no he never mentioned Harrisburg. Miss Vitchoff stated okay. Mr. Gardner stated he confirmed what Mr. Bittner had stated that there was a call to the Solicitor but I didn’t mention no Harrisburg. Miss Vitchoff stated oh that was what she heard on the street, that a call was made to Borough Officials and the solicitor that there was questioning of credentials due for means of verification of United States citizenship, isn’t that true. Mr. Gardner stated no comment to him like that. Mr. Gardner stated I’m going to say this only one more time Lorraine, if you are trying to twist the words, he is relating to what Mr. Bittner related up there that yes something happened with regards to a birth certificate. He never mentioned Harrisburg or anything else. What he would question was any other Chief’s birth certificates questioned, other than Acting Chief now. Mr. Gardner stated that astounds him that the Acting Chief she has a birth certificate question but no other chief’s prior to that had their birth certificates questioned. That’s just astounding! Miss Vitchoff stated that citizenship has to be proven because it is against the law in Pennsylvania to be a police officer if you are not a citizen of the United States of America. Mr. Alfano stated do we request birth certificates for all of our police officers. Mrs. Chambers stated she doesn’t know. Mr. Gardner stated is there one in her file, he doesn’t know so he can’t answer that. There was further discussion between audience members. Miss Vitchoff stated if anyone else up there can confirm what Mr. Gardner just said. Do you know anything about that Sheila? Mrs. Chambers stated she was not informed, she was not called, nothing. Miss Vitchoff stated really! Mrs. Chambers stated really! Miss Vitchoff stated Shelly you are on the police committee and you don’t know this. Miss Roberts stated the only thing that she can tell her is that somebody called her from Channel 11 news, the TV station, and said to her and these are not the exact words, but said some woman keeps calling down at that station going on and on and on about Tracy not being a US citizen and does she know anything about it, and she said no. Miss Vitchoff stated okay. Miss Roberts stated that was the first time. In fact he was kind of laughing because he didn’t know and she said she didn’t know what he was talking about and that she had never heard anything like that before, but he asked her and she said no she doesn’t know what he is talking about and he wanted to know if she had any idea and she said no. Because whoever was calling there was not identifying themselves so she doesn’t know and that’s all she got. They didn’t know who was doing it so I don’t know. Mr. Alfano stated nobody ever calls him. Mr. Gardner stated he’ll call him. Miss Vitchoff addresses Mrs. Bridges about her knowledge of it. Mrs. Bridges responded that she has no knowledge of that. Miss Vitchoff asked does anybody else. 
Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to move on to the committee meeting and please hold any comments that you have under public comment do it then.

Motion by Gardner/Alfano to adjourn the special meeting at 7:00 pm duly carried with all members present stating aye. 
PAGE  
6

