Special Meeting of California Borough Council, September 23, 2010, 1:00 pm
President Chambers called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm
ATTENDANCE:  Mr.Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mrs. Bridges, Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Gardner via telephone, Mr. Mariscotti, Miss Roberts,

ABSENCE: Mayor Durdines 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jim Maddiex stated not knowing what you are going to do all he is going to ask is that they give Tracy a fair shake

HIRING CHIEF OF POLICE

Mrs. Chambers stated she would like to have a motion to hire John Dale Hartman as Chief of Police for California Borough. Mr. Hartman must take a non-competitive exam conducted by the civil service commission and when they deem him qualified to be Police Chief they will notify us immediately. He will be covered by an employment contract to be negotiated between the Borough of California and Mr. Hartman and his employment is also contingent upon a background check and a physical. Mrs. Bridges made the motion and Miss Roberts seconded the motion. Under discussion Pat Alfano asked if she said he would be subject to a six month probationary period. Mrs. Chambers stated that is standard. She asked for further discussion and there was none and she called for a vote.

Motion by Bridges/Roberts to hire John Dale Hartman as Chief of Police for California Borough. Mr. Hartman must take a non-competitive exam conducted by the civil service commission and when they deem him qualified to be Police Chief they will notify us immediately. He will be covered by an employment contract to be negotiated between the Borough of California and Mr. Hartman and his employment is also contingent upon a background check and a physical duly carried with Mrs. Chambers, Mr. Alfano, Miss Roberts, and Mr. Gardner, and Mrs. Bridges voting yes and Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti voting no. 

Mrs. Chambers asked Miss Pfrogner to notify the civil service that we want a non-competitive exam conducted on John Dale Hartman within the week please and that they will notify us as to whether or not he is qualified to be a police chief for the Borough of California.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

A gentleman asked if council has any basic background information just for the public. Mrs. Chambers stated Roger he is from the Mon Valley and at this moment he is the Chief of Police for the Southwest Regional Police Department. 

Some one from the audience stated she was just wondering since you all are hiring a Chief of Police but Richard Encapera still has a case pending and Tracy Vitale still is pending. Isn’t that kind of a conflict that you have two unknown and you don’t know what is going to happen with them. Mrs. Chambers stated yes she understands and we are in a vacuum in her opinion. Mr. Encapera was suppose to have a hearing today that has been postponed for two months. We have no insurance that it will be heard in two months and we could go no like this for years. Chief Vitale as you know is Acting Chief. She stated that she discussed this with her and it is time for us to move on. The woman from the audience stated she was wondering too because she watched the news this past week and it had on there on Saturday she thinks it was, about Tracy how it is. She stated that she has nothing against Tracy and she likes Tracy. She stated she forgot what the subject was. Then on Sunday the news was Richard Encapera now that is old news and she doesn’t understand why they brought that up maybe to take away from what is going on with Tracy. Someone had to call them and put that on the news about Mr. Richard Encapera. Mrs. Chambers stated she knows that she did not do that. The woman from the audience stated well it is just confusing because that is something that happened a long time ago and all of the sudden it is brought up again right at the time that all this is going on with Tracy. She stated she has nothing against Tracy at all but at the same time all of this about Tracy then right after they are going to bring up Ricky just to try take away from Tracy. Mrs. Chambers stated she has no control over the media. 
Another woman asked if residency was a requirement of the borough. Mrs. Chambers stated no that is no longer a requirement. The woman asked what Tracy’s situation is at this point. Mrs. Chambers stated she is on a 30 day paid leave. The woman stated paid leave. Mrs. Chambers stated that is correct. The woman asked if a decision will be made at that time. Mrs. Chambers stated a decision will be made at that time whether to bring her back or active duty or not. The woman asked if she will be considered the Chief or Assistant Chief. Mrs. Chambers stated no she has been the Acting Chief for some time and it is time to move on and get a permanent Chief. Mr. Gardner asked if he was finished because he is wasting minutes. Mrs. Chamber stated yes and his call was disconnected. 

Mrs. Chambers asked if there was any further comment. Mr. Maddiex asked Mr. Bittner and Mr. Mariscotti if they would care to say why they both voted no. He stated he thinks that is a fair question. Mr. Mariscotti and Mr. Bittner both responded by stating no. 
Someone from the audience stated they just want to say that they feel sorry for Tracy because she got put into this piece and it wasn’t purely because of altercations and she thinks it is personal and it is a shame that it happened. 

Someone from the audience stated that they have a question for Mr. Bittner in that he stated it is in the best interest of the citizens and taxpayers of this borough in keeping Tracy off the streets since she cannot prove her citizenship. Her question to him is does he basically feel that she would make this borough unfair and unsafe pertaining to years and years training before this and all of the sudden  she’s not safe to go on the streets. Mr. Bittner stated that is his opinion and it stands as is. The woman stated would you... and Mr. Bittner stated no maam he has no other comment on that issue. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Chambers adjourned the meeting at 1:12 pm
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