
Regular Meeting of California Borough Council, January 12Th, 2023. 

 

President Alfano called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bittner, Mr. Difilippo, Mr. Frank, Mr. Glab, Mr. Maddiex, 

Mr. Mariscotti, Mayor Stetar, Kai Vanderlaan  

 

ABSENCE:  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

Mr. Maddiex removed of the Tax Abatement Ordinance  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Leanna Spada, Director of Mon Valley Regional Chamber spoke in regards what membership for 

California Borough would provide. Membership to the Mon Valley Regional Chamber is 

$110.00 per year. The chamber does not have a set annual meeting, but they do hold one to two 

functions monthly (i.e. luncheon, breakfast, event.) Information on these functions go out in an 

email once a week, or once every ten days. Ms. Spada presented the council with additional 

written information as well as contact information.  

  

MINUTES  

Motion by Mariscotti/Bittner to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of December 8th, 

2022 carried with all member present stating aye.  

 

Motion by Mariscotti/Bittner to approve the minutes of the Continued Meeting of December 29th 

2022 carried with all members present stating aye. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Ms. Evans read the accounts payable and bank balances as of December 31, 2022. 

Motion by Maddiex/Frank to accept the Treasurer’s report carried with all members present 

stating aye. 

 

PRESIDENT ALFANO’S REPORT 

2023 SPRING RESPOSITORY SALE 

Motion by Maddiex/Bittner to consent to 2023 Spring Repository Sale carried on a roll call vote 

with all members present voting yes.  

 

RETAIN WIDNER ENGINEERING  

Motion by Maddiex/Mariscotti to retain Widmer Engineering as the Borough engineers with 

2023 rate schedule carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

RETAIN SIANA LAW 

Motion by Difilippo/Bittner to retain Siana Law as Labor Legal Counsel with 2023 rate schedule 

carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

RETAIN D&B ENVIRONMENTAL 

Motion by Mariscotti/Difilippo to retain D&B Environmental for 5-year contract carried on a roll 

with all members voting yes.  

 

RECREATION BOARD-JUDY TCHINSKI 

Motion by Maddiex/Bittner to appoint Judy Tchinski to the Recreational board with a term 

expiring 12-31-2027 carried with all members present stating aye.  

 

RECREATION BOARD TERMS 

Mr. Alfano stated the following are the rest of the board members with their terms. 

Amelia Mitchell term to expire 12/31/2023. Nate Scaccia term to expire 12/31/2024. Patsy 

Alfano term to expire 12/31/2026. Ashley Roth term to expire 12/31/2026. Will Miller term to 

expire 12/31/2027. One spot will be open-term to expire 12/31/2025. 

 

 



  

 

 

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR – DR. MARTIN 

 

MEETING WITH LSA BOARD-STREET AND TRAFFIC SIGNS 

Dr. Martin spoke regarding his meeting with the LSA board in Washington asking for financial 

support to help with plans to upgrade street and traffic signs within the Borough. There was no 

definitive answer to the request, but stated that it was “favorably received.”  

 

REVIZE EMAIL 

Dr. Martin spoke about an email that he sent to council members concerning the office email 

system not being included in the proposal for the new web page design. Dr. Martin stated that the 

cost to add an email system is more than he could spend without council’s approval, and to do so 

we would need a motion. Mr. Alfano talked about council already spending funds to update the 

website to meet 2023 standards. He states that he thinks it is a “good idea for everyone to have 

an email.” Dr. Martin then mentioned that he spoke with the web page persons asking if the 

email addresses we currently have in place could remain the same (first initial, last name, 

californiapa15419.com) and it was confirmed that they would be capable of doing so. Ms. Evans 

asked about the limits on email storage space. Dr. Martin said that he was not sure of the exact 

size of the space, but that his email to them did contain that information.  

 

Motion by Mariscotti/Difilippo to hire Revize for emails for all California Borough employees 

and officials costing $2,400.00 yearly carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

MMVTA REPRESENTATIVE – JOE AUGUSTINE 

 

PUBLIC HOUSING – MR. BITTNER 

Nothing to report 

 

PUBLIC WORKS – MR. FRANK 

UPDATES 

Mr., Frank thanked Jeff, and the street department for keeping the streets clear during the most 

recent snow storms.  

 

STREET LIGHTS 

Mr. Frank states that he believes the new street lights are set to ship on the 20th, and spoke about 

getting a schedule put together for getting them changed out starting in February.  

 

STREET PAVING 

Mr. Frank stated that he is working on the list for street paving, and would like to have it 

completed sometime next week. He also asked for any suggestions.  

 

SIDEWALKS  

Mr. Tuday stated that he spoke with Columbia Gas Co. in regards to sidewalks and found that 

they no longer do them. They were able to obtain the name of the guy who previously did them, 

but no contact information. Mr. Tuday said that he will reach out to Columbia Gas to obtain 

contact info.  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY- MR. DIFILIPPO 

PURCHASE BP VESTS 

Motion by DiFilippo/Maddiex to purchase 2 Bullet Proof Vests from Act 113, not to exceed 

$3,600 carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

RESIGNATION OF FT OFFICER 

Motion by Difilippo/Mariscotti to accept resignation of Full-Time Officer, Justin Jennings 

effective 01/06/2023 carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

FINANCE – MR. GLAB 

MONTHLY BILLS 

Motion by Glab/Maddiex to pay the monthly bills as presented duly carried on a roll call vote 

with all members present voting yes. 



 

 

 

2023 NON-CONTRACTUAL SALARY SCHEDULES  

Motion by Glab/Mariscotti to adopt the 2023 Non-Contractual Salary Schedules carried on a roll 

call with all members voting yes.  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH- MR. MARISCOTTI  

WIDMER ENGINEERIG INVOICES 

Motion by Mariscotti/Maddiex to pay Widmer’s invoice #22211719 in the amount of $720.00 

carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

Motion by Mariscotti/Maddiex to pay Widmer’s invoice #22211707 in the amount of $150.00 

carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

Motion by Mariscotti/DiFilippo to pay Widmer’s invoice #22211739 in the amount of $770.00 

carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

Motion by Mariscotti/DiFilippo to pay Widmer’s invoice #22211736 in the amount of $315.00 

carried on a roll call with all the members voting yes.  

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – MR. MADDIEX 

UPDATES 

 

MON VALLEY REGIONAL CHAMBER  

Motion by Maddiex/Mariscotti to join the Mon Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce, in the 

amount of $110.00 yearly carried on a roll call with all members voting yes. 

 

RADON TEST 

Mr. Maddiex stated this is Radon month so he would like to have our facilities tested. 

Motion by Maddiex/Mariscotti to have ALL Borough buildings tested for Radon carried on a roll 

call with all members voting yes.  

  

JUNIOR COUNCIL MEMBER – KAI VANDERLAAN 

Mr. Vanderlaan spoke about the school advertising their Trap Club and its growing popularity. 

He also talked about the school raising money for the “Frosty Frolic” and the incentive to donate 

will help reach certain tiers where an administrator will have to “walk the plank” on the day of 

the event or dress a certain way at school. He then spoke about how California SD is partnering 

with Penn West to hold a band & choir festival, Friday January 26th and 27th 2023 with students 

from all over Washington County. Cost to attend the event is $5.00.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT – DR. STETAR 

Dr. Stetar spoke in regards to policing Coal Center, “it’s going well.”  

 

S.W.A.T NIGHT VISION TRAINING  

Dr. Stetar stated that S.W.A.T officer, Patrick Short has the opportunity to join the night vision 

team within S.W.A.T. and is willing to do the extra training on his own time. Dr. Stetar asked for 

a blanket agreement that he will still be covered under our insurance while he is in training. Dr. 

Stetar asks for a motion to approve.  

 

Motion by Difilippo/Maddiex to approve liability coverage while Officer Patrick Short attends 

S.W.A.T Nigh Vision training carried with all members present voting yes. 

 

ENGINEERS REPORT – MR. EBY 

UPDATES 

Malden Pump Station Grant dates changed from January 15th 2023 to March 15th 2023. Council 

opted to not award the project to Westmoreland Construction and risk the possibility of rebidding 

until we have the outcome of the grant awards. 

 

 

 



GUYER BROTHERS 

Motion by Mariscotti/Frank to approve payment of $52,416.00 to Guyer Brothers to be paid 

from the Bond Proceeds carried on a roll call with all members voting yes.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – MR. AGRAFIOTIS 

SRO AGREEMENT 

Mr. Agrafiotis stated he worked with Chief Smith on the language in the agreement and it is 

complete. He still needs the figure to plug in it then he will be sending to school for review and 

approval.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Intended closing date for 318 Union Street is January 30th 2023, but that may need to be 

extended.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Dave Swartz Spoke in regards to the concerns of influx of roofing contractors coming into town. 

He asked if we have something in place that says who is doing what. Then asked if we have our 

officers going around making sure that everything is safe and compliant? He stated that there 

was an issue with roofers the other day taking off an old roof and the debris was hitting a car. 

Chief Smith stated that officers went around to every work sight and dumpster that they saw and 

made sure they had a permit, and in the case that they did not have a permit, they were informed 

to come to the Borough building to get one. They also made sure that the contractors were aware 

that in any future jobs they would need approval of a dumpster from Mr. Tuday, or the PD. Dr. 

Martin spoke about the particular situation, stating that Mike went up to the house and talked to 

the people. They determined that the car was not parked where it should have been.  

 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS 

Ashley Roth asked if at the last meeting if the council talked about “Holly-day Parade.” She just 

wanted to reiterate her thanks to all the groups within the Borough. Decorating the pavilion, 

directing traffic, leading the parade, and the fire department. She stated that it was a really nice 

event with a huge turnout. There were 10 other groups/businesses that participated in the event. 

The next CBRA meeting is January 19th 2023, when they will start planning events for the year, 

including Easter Event and Riverfest 2023 (August 19th and 20th 2023 tentatively). She stated 

that the “Holly Day” event demonstrated that the pavilion is a nice location to do things.  

 

ADJOURNMENT   

Motion by Difilippo/Mariscotti to adjourn carried with all members present stating aye.  

 

 


